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7/7/14 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION M-_______ 
 

A RESOLUTION to submit to the voters of the City of Vancouver a proposal to amend 
Article X, Sections 10.01, 10.03, 10.04, 10.05 and 10.08 of the City of Vancouver Charter 
relating to procedures for citizen initiatives for new ordinances.  
 

WHEREAS, the Charter Review Committee was appointed by the Mayor and confirmed 
by the City Council on December 9, 2014; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Charter Review Committee held seven meetings between January 23 

and May 1, 2014 to review proposed amendments through the City Council or through citizen 
petition; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Charter Review Committee made their recommendations to the City 

Council on June 5, 2014; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council held a duly noticed hearing on the 7th day of July, 2014, 

considered the recommendations of the Committee and voted to submit the proposed amendment 
to the Charter proposed below to the voters.   
 
Now, Therefore, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF VANCOUVER: 
 

Section 1. That the following amendments to Article X, Section 10.01 as last amended on 
November 2, 2004, relating to initiative petitions be submitted to the voters of the City of 
Vancouver: 
 
(Proposed language to be deleted is shown by strikethrough. Added language is shown by 
underline.)  

Section 10.01 Initiative: The registered voters of the city shall have power to propose any 
ordinance and to adopt or reject the same at the polls, except an ordinance appropriating money, 
authorizing the levy of taxes, or any subject where such action is contrary to the general laws of 
the state of Washington. Any initiated ordinance may be submitted to the city council by a 
petition signed by registered voters of the city equal in number to at least fifteen per centum of 
the number of votes cast at the last preceding municipal general election. Signatures shall not be 
older than 6 months from the date of submission. No initiated ordinance shall embrace more than 
one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title. The proposed ordinance shall be stated in 
clear and unambiguous language and so that its entire effect is apparent on its face. (As amended 
by vote of the people on November 4, 1986 and November 2, 2004.) 
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Section 2. That the following amendments to Article X, Section 10.03 as last amended on 
November 2, 2004, relating to initiative petitions be submitted to the voters of the City of 
Vancouver: 
 
(Proposed language to be deleted is shown by strikethrough. Added language is shown by 
underline.)  

Section 10.03 Petitions and Committees: All petition papers circulated for the purposes of an 
initiative or referendum shall be uniform in size and style. Initiative petition papers shall contain 
the full text of the proposed ordinance. Petitions shall be in a form prescribed by the City Clerk, 
and shall be approved in advance as to form by the City Attorney. Before gathering signatures, 
any proposed initiated ordinance must be filed with the City Clerk. Within twenty working days 
after filing, the City Attorney shall evaluate the initiative proposal and express his/her opinion as 
to whether or not the initiative proposal is within the scope of a legally permissible local 
initiative. The signatures to initiative or referendum petitions need not all be appended to one 
paper, but to each separate petition there shall be attached a statement of the circulator thereof as 
provided by this section. Each signer of any such petition paper shall sign in ink or indelible 
pencil and shall indicate after such signer's name, the signer's place of residence by street and 
number, or other description sufficient to identify the place. On each petition shall appear the 
names and addresses of the same five registered voters of the city, who, as a committee of the 
petitioners, shall be regarded as responsible for the circulation and filing of the petition. Printed 
on each separate petition paper there shall be an affidavit of the circulator thereof, affirmed under 
penalty of perjury, that said circulator personally circulated the foregoing paper, that it bears a 
stated number of signatures, that all the signatures appended thereto were made in the 
circulator’s presence, and that the circulator believes them to be the genuine signatures of the 
persons whose names they purport to be. (As amended by vote of the people on November 3, 
2009 and November 2, 2004) 

Section 3. That the following amendments to Article X, Section 10.04 as last amended on 
November 2, 2004, relating to initiative petitions be submitted to the voters of the City of 
Vancouver: 
 
(Proposed language to be deleted is shown by strikethrough. Added language is shown by 
underline.)  

Section 10.04 Filing and Certifying: All petition papers comprising an initiative or referendum 
petition shall be assembled and filed with the city clerk as one instrument. Petition pages must be 
filed no later than February 1 of the same year as the Municipal General election is held. Within 
twenty ten days after a petition is filed, the city clerk shall determine whether each paper of the 
petition has a proper statement of the circulator and shall convey the valid signed petition pages 
to the officer responsible for the verification of the sufficiency of the signatures to the petition 
under state law for such verification. The city clerk shall declare any petition paper entirely 
invalid and not submit said petition page for verification, which does not have printed thereon an 
affidavit affirmed under penalty of perjury signed by the circulator thereof. If a petition paper is 
found to be signed by more persons than the number of signatures certified by the circulator, the 
last signatures in excess of the number certified shall be disregarded, and the City Clerk shall 
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strike out the excess signatures If a petition paper is found to be signed by fewer persons than the 
number certified, the signatures shall be accepted unless void on other grounds. After completing 
examination of the petition, and after receiving verification of the sufficiency of such petition 
signatures from the officer responsible for verification of the sufficiency of signatures under state 
law, the city clerk shall certify the result thereof to the city council at its next regular meeting. If 
the clerk certifies that the petition is invalid or has insufficient signatures, the clerk shall set forth 
in a certificate the particulars in which it is defective and shall at once notify the committee of 
the petitioners of such findings. (As amended by vote of the people on November 3, 2009, 
November 2, 2004, and November 4, 1986.) 

Section 4. That the repeal of Article X, Section 10.05 as last amended on November 2, 
2004, relating to initiative petitions be submitted to the voters of the City of Vancouver: 
 
(Proposed language to be deleted is shown by strikethrough. Added language is shown by 
underline.)  

Section 10.05 Amendment of Initiative Petitions: An initiative petition may be amended twenty 
days after the notification of insufficiency has been sent by the city clerk by filing a 
supplementary petition upon additional papers signed and filed as provided in case of an original 
petition. The city clerk shall, within five days after such an amendment is filed, convey the 
amended petition to the officer responsible for the verification of the sufficiency of the signatures 
to the original and amended petition under state law for such verification. If, after receiving 
verification of the sufficiency of such original and amended petition signatures from the officer 
responsible for verification of sufficiency of signatures under state law, the petition be still 
insufficient, the clerk shall file a certificate to that effect and notify the committee of the 
petitioners of the findings and no further action shall be had on such insufficient petition. The 
finding of the insufficiency of a petition shall not prejudice the filing of a new petition for the 
same purpose. (As amended by vote of the people on November 2, 2004) 

Section 5. That the following amendments to Article X, Section 10.08 as last amended on 
November 2, 2004, relating to initiative petitions be submitted to the voters of the City of 
Vancouver: 
 
(Proposed language to be deleted is shown by strikethrough. Added language is shown by 
underline.)  

Section 10.08 Submission to Registered Voters of the City: If the city council shall fail to pass 
an ordinance proposed by initiative petition or if the city council fails to repeal a referred 
ordinance within thirty days after the receipt thereof, the proposed or referred ordinance shall be 
submitted to the registered voters of the city at the next municipal general election provided such 
election shall occur sixty ninety days or more after the city council takes its final vote thereon. If 
the city council shall pass a proposed initiative ordinance in a different form, it shall likewise 
submit the proposed ordinance in its original form, if, and only if, an additional petition signed 
by not less than five per centum of the number of votes cast at the last regular city election, 
requesting such submission, shall be circulated, signed, and filed in the same manner as the 
original petition and within ten days of the date of adoption of the amended ordinance. The city 
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council may provide for a special election if, in its judgment, an emergency exists. (As amended 
by vote of the people on November 2, 2004) 

 
 
ADOPTED at regular session of the Council of the City of Vancouver, this _____ day of 
_____________, 2014. 
 
 
    Signed this ________ day of _________________, 2014. 

 

  _____________________________ 
  Timothy D. Leavitt, Mayor 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________ 
R. Lloyd Tyler, City Clerk 
By: Carrie Lewellen, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Ted H. Gathe, City Attorney 
 


