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Vancouver City Council Minutes – February 9, 2015 
 

WORKSHOPS (City Council Chambers)  

 
4:00-5:20 p.m.  Public Access Cable Options  
 
Council met with Jan Bader, Program and Policy Development Manager and Robert Coletti, 
Telecommunications Commissions Chairman. 
 
Summary 
To operate and maintain a public access television station for Vancouver and Clark County it is necessary 
to provide sufficient and sustained operational funding for management, engineering, utilities, rent and 
day-to-day operations. A preliminary budget suggests such funding would be $150,000-$200,000 per 
year. The primary source for this funding should be the City and County as all efforts and outcomes of a 
community access television station should be directed to the needs of the citizens of both Vancouver 
and Clark County. Opportunities for partnerships should be made available, but they should not be used 
to dilute the central mission of public access television: communication and education for citizens of the 
service area, in this case Vancouver and Clark County. A partnership between the City and County, 
increases the opportunities for citizens to benefit from economic development, quality of life, 
communication, and education opportunities fostered by access to quality, relevant public access 
television.  
 
5:20-6:30  Executive Session re: Pending Litigation 
 

COUNCIL CONSENT MEETING (City Council Chambers). 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
The consent meeting of the Vancouver City Council was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tem 
Larry Smith in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 415 W. 6th Street, Vancouver, Washington.  
 
Present: Councilmembers Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Bill Turlay, Bart Hansen, Alishia Topper, Jack 

Burkman and Larry Smith  
Absent:  Mayor Timothy Leavitt 
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CITIZEN COMMUNICATION (ITEMS 1-9) 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Smith opened Citizen Communication and received the following testimony: 
 

 Shannon Stewart, Vancouver Cab Company, speaking against the amendments to VMC 5.76 
Taxi Code, citing that the new amendments fall short and create disadvantages to cab 
companies.  She disagrees with language in the ordinance, claiming that uber does not 
provide appropriate insurance coverage. 
 

 Steve Entler, Radio Cab Company, speaking against the amendments to VMC 5.76 Taxi 
Code.  Cited insufficient insurance, as well as unfair regulations placed on traditional cab 
companies versus regulations for uber. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (ITEMS 1-9) 
 

Council requested Item 6 be pulled from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Anne McEnerny-Ogle, seconded by Councilmember Topper, and carried 
unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda items .  
 

1.  PURCHASE OF AMMUNITION FOR VANCOUVER POLICE DEPARTMENT 
(Staff Report 017-15) 
 
Summary 
The Vancouver Police Department sought approval for the increased spending at San Diego Police 
equipment through the Washington State Contract #03210 exceeding the amended $400,000 threshold. 
Currently, the City purchases ammunitions through San Diego Police Equipment under the Washington 
State Contract #03210. The purchases from San Diego Police Equipment exceed the $400,000 threshold. 
The raising of this threshold to a maximum of $850,000 for the next two additional years enable 
Vancouver Police Department to continue to purchase ammunitions in a quick manner while taking 
advantage of the Washington State contract’s competitive pricing. 
 
Motion authorized the City Manager or his designee to continue to purchase ammunitions from a 
supplier called San Diego Police Equipment of San Diego, CA, under the Washington State Contract 
#03210 up to a maximum of $850,000 through January 31, 2017. (James McElvain, Police Chief, 487-
7473) 
 

2.  PEBBLE CREEK PHASE 1 FINAL PLAT APPROVAL  
(Staff Report 018-15) 
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Summary 
Pebble Creek Phase 1, a 33-lot subdivision for single-family attached homes was recorded as part of a 
Planned Development approved by the City Council on May 16, 2007. The applicant requested a 
modification to reduce the number of lots to 28 and place detached structures rather than attached units 
on the reconfigured lots. The applicant has complied with the conditions of approval and constructed the 
required street and utility improvements to city standards. 
 
Motion approved the Pebble Creek Phase 1 Plat Alteration final plat (Patti McEllrath, Associate Planner, 
487-7893)  
 

3.  WOODRIDGE II FINAL PLAT APPROVAL 
(Staff Report 019-15) 
 
Summary 
The applicant is requested final plat approval, having complied with all requirements and completed all 
required infrastructure improvements to City standard. Woodridge II, a 114-lot subdivision for single-
family homes, was approved by the City Land Use Examiner on April 4, 2006, subject to conditions of 
approval. The applicant has complied with the conditions of approval and constructed the required street 
and utility improvements to city standards. 
 
Motion approved the Woodridge II final plat (Patti McEllrath, Associate Planner, 487-7893) 
 

4.  REAPPOINTMENT OF LAND USE AND CODE ENFORCEMENT APPEAL HEARINGS EXAMINER AND HEARINGS EXAMINER 

PRO TEM 
(Staff Report 020-15) 
 
Summary 
The hearings examiner postion was created to interpret, review and implement land use or other 
regulations and policies in the Vancouver Municipal Code. Reappointments of the City’s hearings 
examiner are approved annually by the City Council.  The Planning and Code Compliance staff have been 
satisfied with the performance of the current hearings examiners and requested that they be 
reappointed.   
 
Motion Authorized the City Manager or his designee to sign the contracts to continue Hearings 
Examiner services for one year with Sharon Rice, Hearing Examiner, at a rate of $160.00 per hour and 
Joe Turner, Hearings Examiner Pro Tem, at a rate of $160.12 per hour.  (Greg Turner, Land Use Manager, 
487-7883)  
 

5.  ADOPTION OF CRIMINAL LAW ORDINANCE 
(Staff Report 021-15) 
 
Mayor ProTem Smith read the title of the ordinance into the record. 
 
AN ORDINANCE relating to criminal conduct and offenses; adding to Ordinance M-3624, codified as 
Title 7 of the Vancouver Municipal Code, a new Chapter 7.14 related to Vehicle Trespass, a new 
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Chapter 7.15 related to Disorderly Conduct by Mutual Combat, and a new Chapter 7.16 related to 
Hit and Run Pedestrian; repealing Ordinance M-1726, codified as Ch. 8.18 VMC; and providing for 
savings, severability and for an effective date 
 
Summary 
Since the 2003 adoption of Title 7 VMC (Criminal Code), which incorporated many criminal provision of 
state law into the VMC, it has come to light that it would enhance the public safety and welfare to define 
certain additional offenses that are not defined in state criminal statutes, namely the offenses of Vehicle 
Trespass, Disorderly Conduct by Mutual Combat, and Hit and Run Pedestrian. Additionally, repeal of the 
outdated 1977 criminal trespass provisions of Ch. 8.18 VMC will eliminate a provision which overlaps 
with the newer Criminal Code in Title 7 VMC. The crime of Vehicular Trespass would prohibit a person 
from entering a vehicle without invitation from the owner or legal authority to do so, regardless of 
whether he or she intends to commit a crime within the vehicle. Vehicular Trespass would be a 
Misdemeanor. The crime of Disorderly Conduct by Mutual Assault would prohibit physical fighting in 
public, regardless of the parties to the fight or brawl mutually agree that they want to fight. Disorderly 
Conduct by Mutual Assault would be a Misdemeanor. The crime of Hit and Run Pedestrian would require 
the driver of any vehicle that strikes a pedestrian or bicyclist to stop at the scene of the accident, 
regardless of whether it appears that an injury has occurred, and remain at the scene until they have 
provided the person(s) struck with information regarding the driver’s identity, vehicle and insurance 
information. Hit and Run Pedestrian would be a Misdemeanor. The proposed criminal ordinances would 
be enforced by the Vancouver Police Department as part of their regular duties. 
 
Motion approved ordinance on first reading, setting date of second reading and public hearing for 
Monday, February 23, 2015. (Jonathon Young, Chief Assistant City Attorney, 487-8500) 
 

6.  AMENDMENTS TO VMC 5.76, TAXI CODE 
(Staff Report 022-15) 
 
Lloyd Tyler, Chief Financial Officer, and Brent Boger, Assistant City Attorney, provided staff 
comments.  
 
Mayor ProTem Smith read the title of the ordinance into the record. 
 
AN ORDINANCE repealing the current chapter 5.76 VMC relating to taxicabs; adding a new chapter 
5.76 VMC relating to taxicabs and transportation network company vehicles and drivers; and 
providing for an immediate effective date. 
 
Summary 
The City’s current ordinance reflects extensive taxi regulation within a framework of safety. Given the 
regulatory structure of the ordinance, the taxi code is not cost effective (costs to administer the program 
are higher than the fees being collected) and enforcement is not possible due to staffing constraints and 
a focus on other higher community enforcement priorities Vancouver has had taxi regulations in place 
since 1939. Regulations have expanded and become more complex since that time. In 2006, two taxi-
related ordinances were combined into one ordinance which limited the number of taxis that could 
operate in Vancouver, regulated the market, established rates, and set up a Private For-Hire 



Consent Meeting MINUTES 
February 9, 2015 
Page 5 of 6 

 
Transportation Commission. The ordinance was updated in 2010 in response to significant budget 
reductions resulting from the Great Recession. This included the elimination of a program administrator 
position and the suspension of the Commission. In 2012, the ordinance was modified again to eliminate 
the Commission and increase fees to cover a portion of the administrative costs of the program. With the 
introduction of new approaches to deliver transportation services, City Council requested that staff 
establish a series of workshops to review the City’s taxi ordinance as it currently doesn’t accommodate 
new business models. 
 
Council discussed at length with staff regarding lack of enforcement on the current codes and how the 
amendments would be monitored and enforced.  Staff indicated that it would be similar to enforcement 
now, being complaint driven.  There are checks in place to ensure that transportation providers have 
current and appropriate insurance and are following all parameters set forth.  The City Manager assured 
Council there would be periodic audits as well to monitor compliance. 
 
Motion made by Councilmember Bill Turlay to move forward for second reading, Councilmember Anne 
McEnerny-Ogle seconded the motion, motion passed 5-1, with Councilmember Alishia Topper voting no.  
 
Motion approved ordinance on first reading, setting date of second reading and public hearing for 
Monday, February 23, 2015.   (Lloyd Tyler, Chief Financial Officer, 487-8469) 
 

7.  APPOINTMENTS TO THE SALARY REVIEW COMMISSION 
 

Motion appointed MarCine Miles and Magan Reed to the Salary Review Commission to full-term 
appointments beginning immediately and expiring January 2019. 
 
8.  APPOINTMENTS TO THE PARKING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Motion appointed Jim West to the Parking Advisory Committee to a mid-term appointment 
beginning immediately and expiring January 2018. 

 

9.  APPROVAL OF CLAIM VOUCHERS 
 

Motion approved Claim Vouchers in the amount of $2,624,721.29. 

 
CITIZEN FORUM  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Smith opened the Citizen Forum and received the following testimony: 
 

 Carolyn Crain, Vancouver, commended Councilmember McEnerny-Ogle for her role in helping the 
person in trouble on 39th Street.  Carolyn also spoke in opposition to deregulation of the taxi code, 
citing concerns with safety and insurance.  She also would like to see Council reconsider affordable 
housing abatements that are raising taxes for everyone else and costing the middle class more. 

 Stephanie Turlay, Vancouver, concerned that there are two versions of the same code allowing and 
disallowing the storage of recreational vehicles in a driveway or side yard.  Cited multiple problems 
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with staff interpretation of the codes and the inability to appeal the code without having to pay for 
it.  She would like to see the code reviewed and rewritten with consistency that doesn’t allow for 
parking recreational vehicles in a driveway. 

 Jim Roberts, Vancouver, spoke as President of the Oakbrook Neighborhood Association regarding 
the code concerning parking of recreational vehicles.  After receiving a letter from a concerned 
neighbor, he drove around and spotted several violations and items of disrepair.  He would like to 
see the code cleaned up and enforced. 

 Thom McConathy, Vancouver, spoke on behalf of the Vancouver Lake Partnership.  He is concerned 
about the lack of funding for restoration of the lake.  Funding has been taken away by the city and 
county and no other revenue options.  The city needs to back funding and encourage the restoration 
projects to preserve our waterways for the city and county.  

 
There being no further testimony, Mayor ProTem Larry Smith closed the Citizen Forum.  
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 7:40 P.M. 

______________________________ 
Timothy D. Leavitt, Mayor  

 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
R. Lloyd Tyler, City Clerk 
By:  Carrie Lewellen, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Meetings of the Vancouver City Council are electronically recorded on audio and videotapes. The audio tapes are 
kept on file in the office of the City Clerk for a period of six years. 
 
 
 
 
.  

 

To request other formats, please contact: 
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(360) 487-8600 | WA Relay: 711 

Amanda.Delapena@cityofvancouver.us 


