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STAFF REPORT NO. 048-13 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council    DATE:   5/13/2013  
FROM: Eric Holmes, City Manager      
 
 
Subject: Purchase of Firefighting Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) and Thermal 
Imaging Cameras (TICs), products, components, replacement parts and service. 
 
Objective: To seek Council’s approval for the sole source procurement on an “as-needed” basis 
for Firefighting Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) and Thermal Imaging Cameras 
(TICs), products, components, replacement parts manufactured by Mine Safety Appliances 
(MSA) and sold and serviced by the region’s Sole Source vendor of MSA products, SeaWestern 
Inc. The Fire Department expects to exceed the $200,000 spending threshold over the next five 
years. 
 
Present Situation: SCBA’s and TIC’s are critical tools in the firefighter’s arsenal which enable 
them to safely and effectively perform their duties during emergency operations. The Fire 
Department has an established standard of using MSA, SCBA’s and TIC’s. Currently the City 
purchases MSA, SCBA and TIC products, components, replacement parts and service through 
the region’s Sole Source vendor, SeaWestern Inc.  This is the brand that most, if not all, agencies 
in the area use. The sole source purchase makes fiscal sense due to training and support 
consideration as well as interoperability based on federal regulation.  
 
In 2012 the department’s SCBAs were rebuilt, which is anticipated to extend their effective 
service life another five years. The sole source designation of SeaWestern, Inc. will remain 
current through the serviceable life of the SCBAs and TICs. Prior to reaching the end of the 
SCBAs serviceable life, the SCBAs will need to be replaced through the competitive bid process. 
The City has spent an average of $71,120 per year over the past five years for the acquisition, 
replacement and maintenance of SCBAs and TICs. It is anticipated that within the current 
biennium, the City will spend approximately $146,000, and over the next five years the City 
anticipates spending more than $200,000 for the acquisition, replacement and maintenance of 
SCBAs and TICs, which is above the threshold requiring approval of Council. Expenditures in 
future years will be subject to limits at budget appropriations by Council.  
 
There is no further budget impact in the current biennium beyond that planned in the adopted 
budget. Purchases are made from existing budget appropriations.  
 
Advantage(s): On an “as needed” basis, allows for the acquisition, replacement, and 
maintenance of MSA, SCBAs and TICs. 
 
Disadvantage(s): None 
 
Budget Impact: There is no further budget impact in the current biennium beyond that planned 
in the adopted budget. Purchases are made from existing budget appropriations.  
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Prior Council Review: None 
 
Action Requested: Authorize the City Manager or his designee to continue the sole source 
procurement of MSA, SCBA and TIC products, components, replacement parts manufactured by 
Mine Safety Appliances (MSA) and sold and serviced by the regions Sole Source vendor of 
MSA products, SeaWestern Inc. for the next five (5) years and allow expenditures to exceed 
$200,000.   
 
 
Attachment(s): Letters from Mine Safety Appliances (MSA) certifying that Sea Western is the 
sole distributor for SCBA and TIC in Clark County and the surrounding areas in the State of 
Washington.            
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