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STAFF REPORT NO. 068-13 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council           DATE:  7/1/2013 
FROM: Eric Holmes, City Manager       
 
 
Subject: Award of Bid for E – Interceptor Sewer Rehabilitation, Project No. 083398. 
 
Objective: To award a construction contract for the rehabilitation of a portion of the 48-inch 
diameter interceptor sanitary sewer trunk line that is a major feed into the Marine Park Water 
Reclamation Facility. 
 
Present Situation: Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) naturally forms in sewerage collection systems. 
H2S is also highly corrosive, especially to concrete structures.  During condition assessment 
inspections last year, Public Works staff found significant corrosion of the inside of the 48” 
concrete E-interceptor trunk line.  If left un-repaired, the ongoing corrosion will continue to 
deteriorate the trunk line and increase the risk of a catastrophic failure, such as a collapse. After a 
careful engineering analysis of possible repair options, the City allowed contractors to bid on a 
limited number of trenchless methods to make the repair. All methods allowed were chosen for 
their hydrogen sulfide and corrosion resistance characteristics in the final product. While the City 
did not receive many bidders, the fact that a number of types of trenchless methods were allowed 
ensured a competitive bidding environment. 
 
On June 18, 2013, the City received two (2) bids for the subject project. The low bidder was 
responsive. The second bidder did not bid on the same method as the low bidder.  The engineer’s 
estimate assumed costs for the most expensive method allowed – a “worst case” - for budgeting 
purposes.  The bids received were as follows: 
 

SUMMARY OF BIDS 

BIDDER AMOUNT 

Insituform, Chesterfield, MO $496,163.06 

Realm, Dupont, WA $749,430.99 

Engineers’ Estimate  $975,000- 1,025,000 

 
Advantage(s):  
1. Provide reliable sanitary sewer service to residents 
2. Ensures City to maintain compliance with all permits and environmental regulations. 
3. Provides a cost effective repair without causing land disturbance. 
4. Is consistent with one of the stated capital project objectives of rehabilitating existing assets. 
 
Disadvantage(s): Costs to repair the line will need to be funded from the Sewer Capital Fund, 
which is very limited at the present time; however, the risk of collapse of the line if the repairs 
are not done makes this is a necessary repair expense. 
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Budget Impact: Funds for this project are appropriated in the 2013 – 2014 Sewer Capital Fund 
budget. 
 
Prior Council Review:  
1. Funds previously reviewed by Council as part of the 2013-2014 Sewer Construction Budget 
2. This project was included in the 6/10/2013 workshop presentation of the Utility Capital 

Improvement Plan as a key project for 2013  
 
Action Requested: On July 1, 2013, award a construction contract for the E – Interceptor Sewer 
Rehabilitation project to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, Insituform Technologies, 
Chesterfield, MO, at their bid price of $496,163.06, which includes Washington State sales tax. 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 


