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Chronic Nuisance Ordinance  

 

PROJECT SUMMARY  
Over the last two years, the Vancouver Police Department (VPD) has devoted significant resources responding to 

calls for service in the City’s emerging Entertainment District.  These include calls related to disorderly conduct, 

noise disturbances, reckless endangerment and assaults stemming from intoxicated citizens in public.  VPD reports 

that in some instances, land owners and business owners have engaged in certain types of conduct, or permitted 

certain conditions to exist, that have caused or contributed to the commission of public disturbances.  This has 

exposed a loophole in our current legal framework, where the individual criminal may face prosecution, but the 

City remains powerless when it comes to requiring the land owner or business owner to take actions to abate the 

nuisance causing conditions that contributed to the disturbance. 

 

Timeline 
A workshop was held on September 21, 2015, and a draft Ordinance was brought to City Council for review on 

October 12, 2015.  The draft Ordinance was broad in scope and would have applied city-wide, to all types of 

businesses and landowners.  Council heard public comments expressing concern that, as drafted, the proposed 

ordinance was overly broad and would burden innocent land and business owners.  Council asked that staff 

conduct further outreach and return with a proposed ordinance, refining the scope as follows:  

 Limit the geographic location to the Vancouver City Center Vision (VCCV) area;  

 Add a sunset clause;  

 Discuss the proposed ordinance with citizens and businesses and, if appropriate, limit the applicability of 

the proposed ordinance to a particular type of business (e.g., establishments that sell liquor or cannabis); 

 Make further refinements as appropriate based on the results of community outreach. 

 

Staff members are in the process of conducting the requested outreach outlined above.  Currently, staff 

anticipate returning to Council for a workshop and proposing a revised Ordinance for consideration in December 

2015, or January 2016.   

For more information contact Jonathan Young, Chief Assistant City Attorney, City of Vancouver at: (360) 487-

8511 or at Jonathan.Young@cityofvancouver.us.  
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