
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Westside Mobility Strategy 
 

PROJECT SUMMARY  

The City of Vancouver is fortunate to have a growing economy, 

desirable neighborhoods and an enviable quality of life. Downtown 

Vancouver is transforming, especially the emerging waterfront 

development. Our west side historic and established neighborhoods are 

the most walkable, bike-friendly areas of the city. The Port of 

Vancouver and west side industrial areas are growing, adding to the 

tax base and creating jobs. However, all of this growth brings change 

and the need to manage it sustainably.  

 

As Vancouver grows, so does our traffic, including truck traffic that 

serves business and industry. The Port of Vancouver and primary 

industrial-land job centers are situated west of downtown and adjacent 

to Vancouver Lake and the Columbia River. Established residential 

neighborhoods, business districts and the city center lie between I-5 and 

these industrial employment areas, with four arterial corridors providing 

east/west connections through these activity areas: 78th Street (in Clark 

County), and 39th Street, Fourth Plain, and Mill Plain Boulevards (in Vancouver). 

 

PROBLEM STATEMENT 

As the west side of Vancouver adds more industrial employment and the neighborhoods and downtown add new 

residents and businesses, the need to move people and goods between I-5 and the western industrial areas will 

only increase. Therefore, the City of Vancouver must consider some important issues to improving mobility on the 

westside: 

 

1. How can we best preserve the livability of residential neighborhoods, the vitality of a revitalizing 

downtown and waterfront, and the economic development of the Port of Vancouver and western 

industrial areas?  
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2. How do we plan for multi-modal east/west and north/south connections to link residents to 

neighborhood destinations?  

3. What are the best approaches to manage truck traffic as the Port and industrial areas continue to 

develop?  

4. How can we minimize potential conflicts between cars, trucks, bicyclists and pedestrians in Vancouver’s 

west side?  

 

In order to provide a balance between thriving industrial employment areas, livable neighborhoods and a 

revitalizing urban core, the City is developing a Westside Mobility Strategy to understand existing traffic 

patterns, points of conflict, street capacity (commuter, freight, bicycle, etc.) and other opportunities and 

limitations. With the involvement of local neighborhoods, businesses, industry and organizations, the study aims to 

recommend a strategy that will allow for continued job growth in Vancouver’s western industrial area and port 

while maximizing the livability of affected neighborhoods along travel corridors and throughout the study area. 

 

PROJECT STUDY AREA 

The project study area encompasses the industrial areas and neighborhoods west of I-5, including downtown and 

the waterfront development area. There are five primary arterials and many neighborhood streets in the 

transportation network that serves this area. 
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PROJECT SCOPE 

Phase 1 

The Westside Mobility Strategy will analyze the existing 

and projected traffic (freight, transit, commuter vehicle, 

bicycle and pedestrian) patterns, traffic volumes along 

east/west arterial corridors between industrial areas and 

I-5, and multi-modal conditions throughout the project 

study area. 

Phase 2 

Phase 2 will build upon the foundation developed in 

Phase 1 and identify and evaluate how the movement of 

people, cars and goods interacts with land use, economic 

development, and neighborhood livability. The focus will 

be on developing strategies and solutions for short- and 

long-term implementation that will allow for continued job 

growth in Vancouver's western industrial area and port 

while maximizing the livability of neighborhoods and 

neighborhood business districts along primary north/south 

and east/west travel corridors within the study area. 

 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 
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