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Vancouver Waterfront Redevelopment Project 
 

Project Summary 

The Vancouver Waterfront Project encompasses major work efforts led by the City of Vancouver and significant 

levels of planned private investment. The City’s project involvement encompasses two categories of work: 

Construction of Arterial Roadways and a Public Park. The public investment along with support from a number of 

partners will lead to the transformation or more than 30 acres of former industrial site into a vibrant extension of 

the downtown to the river, with more than seven acres of park and trail space.  

  
  
Anticipated Benefits 

  Energize and facilitate a $1.3 billion private investment in Vancouver’s downtown 

  Create approximately 2,500 new permanent jobs, of which 80% are projected to be professional 

office jobs with wages 40% or more above the Clark County average 

  Create up to 1.2 million square feet of office space, 400,000 square feet of retail space and 3,300 

residential units 
  

  Address rail-related safety and noise in downtown Vancouver 

  Improve efficiency on BNSF mainline by more than 40% 

  Maximize effectiveness of WSDOT rail improvements 

  Leverage public/private investment ratio ~30:1 

 Generate an estimated $238.1 million in new state and local taxes over the next 20 years including nearly 

$147 million to Washington State 

  Restore and enhance the community’s downtown connection to the Columbia River with 7 acres of green 

space, trails and parks 

  

Arterial Roadways 

Over the past decade, work has been underway to plan and now construct new arterial roadway connections to 

and on the waterfront redevelopment site.  Major work completed includes improvement to and the extension of 

Esther and Grant Streets south through the railroad berm to the redevelopment site; connection of Eighth Street 

to northbound Jefferson, including closure of at-grade rail crossings at Eighth and Jefferson streets; construction 

of Sixth Street extension northwest from Grant to serve the crescent industrial area; and related utility work. The 
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City, with assistance from the Port of Vancouver, Washington State Transportation Improvement Board, and 

Gramor, recently completed the construction of Columbia Way, which connects Columbia, Esther and Grant 

Streets on the site. 

 

Access and Roadway Project Timeline 

  Bridge and rail work is complete. 

  Streets and utilities construction for the access project is complete.  

  Columbia Way arterial roadway construction was completed in Fall of 2015.   

  Start of private development construction is planned for Summer of 2016, and is proposed to include 

restaurants, an office building, an apartment building, retail space, and parking.   

 

Waterfront Park 

Planning for roughly seven acres of urban park space will result in a showcase amenity for Vancouver residents.  

The planned park spaces will provide a unique opportunity for residents to enjoy access to the Columbia River in 

direct proximity to downtown and will extend the highly popular Waterfront Trail through the park sites.  

Community groups and international experts have all weighed in on the planning and design process, and current 

work efforts focus primarily on permitting and final design engineering in preparation for construction.    
  

 

Waterfront Park Timeline 

  Permitting by the City, state and federal agencies is underway and expected to be complete by mid-

year 2016. 

  Grant seeking and related fundraising is now underway and will continue through the duration of 

construction. 

  Construction work expected to occur in year 2016, and subsequent construction will continue 

throughout early 2018 contingent upon funding availability.  
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Project Partners 

  City of Vancouver, project lead for obtaining grant funding and overseeing construction of the access 

project, Columbia Way, and the public park; providing oversight of Development Agreement and future 

developments for consistency with the approved Master Plan; lead partner for Public Park 

  Gramor Development, part of and representing the Columbia Waterfront LLC investor group, secured 

master plan approval for the 30-acre development and will be the lead developer of the project over the 

next 10 to 20 years. Gramor contributed financially to the access project and public utility-related work 

associated with construction of Columbia Way, and has committed $3 million toward construction of the 

public park. 

  Port of Vancouver, assisted in providing access to the waterfront redevelopment area and in allowing a 

straightened alignment of Columbia Way through the Port’s Terminal One through financial participation and 

construction of deep utilities. The Port is currently proposing a mixed-use redevelopment of their Terminal 

One area, which is intended to complement Columbia Waterfront LLC’s master plan to the west. 

  Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway, contributed financially and facilitated construction of rail-

related portions of access project 

  WSDOT, assisted the City, Port of Vancouver and BNSF in the design and strategic logistics of the access 

project construction and rail yard 

  Senators Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell and Rep. Brian Baird, provided support for the project with 

federal appropriations of $3.1 million in FY2009 and $1.948 million in FY2010 

  Washington State, provided $5.3 million committed to the project in the form of a Commerce Grant and an 

Urban Vitality Grant and a subsequent Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) Grant for Columbia Way, as 

well as funding from the Recreation Conservation Office. 

  Identity Clark County (ICC), a private, non-profit organization with a focus on the economic health of the 

region, supported the City’s efforts to re-envision the future of Vancouver’s waterfront  

  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, provided grants and low-interest loans to facilitate 

redevelopment and funding for the access project. 

  

 For additional information, contact Chad Eiken, Community and Economic Development Director, at  

(360) 487-7882 or chad.eiken@cityofvancouver.us   
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