
 

 

Proclamation 
  

 

WHEREAS, Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), often referred to as "Lou Gehrig's Disease," is a fatal, 
progressive neurodegenerative disease that occurs when motor nerve cells in the central nervous 
system cease functioning and die; and 

 
WHEREAS, approximately 5,600 people in the U.S. are diagnosed with ALS each year. The incidence of ALS 

is two per 100,000 people, and it is estimated that as many as 30,000 Americans may have the 
disease at any given time; and 

 
WHEREAS, the life expectancy of an ALS patient averages about two to five years from the time of diagnosis; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, ALS can strike anyone throughout the world with no racial, ethnic or socioeconomic boundaries; 

and 
 
WHEREAS,  there can be significant costs for medical care, equipment and home health caregiving later in 

the disease. In the advanced stages, ALS care can cost up to $200,000 per year, depleting the 
financial resources of patients and relatives; and 

 
WHEREAS, the suffering of patients and the anguish and struggle of caregivers must be supported and 

alleviated as much as possible; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Oregon and Southwest Washington Chapter of the ALS Association will host a Ride to 

Defeat ALS, a one-day cycling event, on Saturday, July 18th, in Mt. Angel, Oregon, and the 
Southwest Washington Walk to Defeat ALS® on Saturday, October 3, at Esther Short Park.  
Both events will raise funds and awareness to support the fight against Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 

 
WHEREAS, the Vancouver City Council issues this proclamation each year in memory of Dee Gonser, a City 

employee of 11 years and a life-long Clark County resident who dedicated her life to her family 
and her community.  We honor Dee’s long-time public service, and in doing so recognize the 
broader loss this indiscriminate disease inflicts when it takes from us the contributions of such 
community members.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Timothy D. Leavitt, Mayor of Vancouver, do hereby proclaim May 2015, as: 
 

“ALS Awareness Month” 
and urge all citizens to become educated about ALS and to lend their aid to combating this disease by all means 
possible.  

 

    IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand and caused the Seal of the City 

of Vancouver to be affixed this 18th day of 

May, 2015. 

 

 

                  ____________________________________ 

       TIMOTHY D. LEAVITT, MAYOR  

 


