
 

 

City of Vancouver 

USE OF BLOCK 10 FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Department:  City Manager’s Office 

Division:  Special Events      

Effective date: January 2014 

 

Authorization  

This is an administrative policy authorized by the Program & Policy Development Manager, 

under the direction of the City Manager.  Requirements of this policy may be amended as 

necessary. 

 

Background 

The City owns a vacant block in downtown Vancouver referred to as “Block 10”.  It’s bounded 

by Washington Street on the east, Columbia Street on the west, Evergreen to the south and 9
th

 

Street to the north.  The City’s intention is to sell Block 10 to a firm/individual who would build 

a project there that would enhance and compliment the downtown revitalization efforts.   

 

In the short-term, the City has an agreement with Vancouver’s Downtown Association (VDA) 

who has agreed to provide landscaping, including soil, vegetation and seasonal plantings, to 

improve the appearance of Block 10.  The VDA recognizes that the City intends to sell Block 10 

in the near future.  

 

Block 10 is diagonally across from Esther Short Park, Vancouver’s premier outside event venue.  

The Park hosts a variety of runs, walks, music festivals, art events, and other types of events. 

Esther Short Park is typically busy with special events every weekend from May-September and 

many weekdays during the height of the summer.   

 

Authority 

“Special events” are subject to the permitting requirements of VMC Chapter 5.17.  This policy is 

adopted by the responsible official pursuant to authority granted under VMC 5.17.040.B.2 to 

“determine the special event venue, including the setting of reasonable boundaries for the special 

event venue, balancing the special event requirements and public health, safety, and welfare.” 

  

Policy 

The City will allow use of Block 10, on a limited basis, to support events in Esther Short Park or 

in downtown Vancouver.  Block 10 is managed and maintained by the City’s Operations Center.  

Reservations for the use of Block 10 can be made through the City’s Special Events Manager.  

 

1. Limitations:  Block 10 is a vacant, gravel covered lot that has the remnants of old 

building foundations.  Due to the gravel and slope of the site, Block 10 does not meet 

ADA standards.  The Block also has no water or other infrastructure to support special 

events.   

 

 

 



 

 

2. Permitted Uses  

Use of Block 10 is permitted to support events occurring in the adjacent Esther Short 

Park or in the surrounding area.  Approved uses include: 

 Parking for vendors or exhibitors associated with events in Esther Short Park or 

other event venues 

 Parking for event patrons 

 

3. Rental Fees 

The City is required to charge rental fees for the use of Block 10.  All fees are remitted to 

the Operations Center to cover the costs of maintaining the property.  

 

 

 


