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The News in Carter Park 

Next General Meeting: 

Thursday, May 5 
What:      Neighborhood meeting 
When:     7-8:30 p.m. 
Where:    Vancouver Housing Authority 
     Community Room 
     2500 Main St. 
 

On the Agenda: 
 Westside Mobility Strategy  
 Vancouver Farmers Market volunteer 

opportunities 
 Neighborhood garage sale & other 

upcoming events 
 Other news and announcements 

A Word from the Chair, 
Phil Hopkins 

I 
 have long thought that Carter Park is cool place to live and 
part of that cool factor is the fun stuff and people in and 
around the ‘hood. Well, hold on to your hats because things 

are about to get even more fun in our little slice of the world.  

Calling All Musicians! 

We are looking for local musicians to perform at our annual 
neighborhood picnic in Carter Park on Aug. 2. See the article on 
page 2 for more details. 

Neighborhood Yard Sale Coming in July 

Who doesn’t like to get rid of stuff and make money at the same 
time? I think they call that…fun! Well, let’s have some real fun in 
July by kicking off the first-ever Carter Park-wide yard sale/flea 
market. An exact date hasn’t been selected yet, but it will be on a 
Saturday in July.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those with only a few things to sell or not enough yard or 
garage to host your own sale, we will create a “Value Alley,” where 
we will block off a centrally located street and you can bring your 
own table. There will be a limited number of spots available on 
Value Alley, so sign up to claim your spot soon! 

If you prefer to have a sale in your own yard or garage on the same 
day, please send us your address and sale hours and we’ll promote 
your sale in a map of all Carter Park yard/garage sales occurring on 
that day. The more the merrier since the real garage sale hunters 
love it when sales are close together and easy to find.  

To sign up for a Value Alley spot, to have your own sale added to 
our map or to get more information, please contact me at 360-607-
9472 or philiprhopkins@hotmail.com. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 July 2016 (date TBA) 

 Neighborhood Yard Sale 

 Aug. 2, 2016 

 National Night Out Picnic 

 Sept. 24, 2016 

 Neighborhood Clean-up Day 

 Nov. 3, 2016 

 General Neighborhood Meeting 
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CPNA Officers 
and City Contacts 

Association Contacts: 
Chair 
          Phil Hopkins       360-607-9472 
          philiprhopkins@hotmail.com 
Vice Chair 
          Jerrad Isch        503-310-8205 
          jerradisch@gmail.com 
Secretary 
          John Fairgrieve             503-957-6107 
          jpfairgrieve@msn.com 
Treasurer/Newsletter Editor 
          Jilayne Jordan               360-737-8551 
          jilaynejordan@yahoo.com 
Executive Board Members at Large 
          Brian Woods                 360-356-4256  
          ffbwoods@me.com 
          Christine Dickinsen      503-704-7143 
          cdickinsen@comcast.net 
Newsletter Distribution 
          Diane Rowland              972-489-8015 
          rowlanddiane@yahoo.com 
Neighborhood Tree Steward 
           Susan Sanders              360-314-4899  
           susanmmsanders@gmail.com 
 

City of Vancouver Contacts: 
Office of Neighborhoods 
          Judi Bailey                    360-487-8608 
CPNA City Liaison 
          Debby Watts               360-487-8401 
Parks Department 
          Terry Snyder                360-619-1117 
Neighborhood Police Officer         
          Officer Tyler Chavers 
                 VPDNPOD1@cityofvancouver.us 

Printed by the City of Vancouver  
Office of Neighborhoods 

 

The City of Vancouver supports the  Neighborhood 
Associations in their effort to share vital information 
with residents to create a more informed public. 
However, the information provided and the opinions 
and views expressed in the Neighborhood Association 
newsletter or other documents do not necessarily 
represent the position of the City of Vancouver, nor 
does the City determine whether the information 
published is accurate or appropriate.  

Bands, Solo Musicians Wanted for 
Neighborhood Picnic Aug. 2 

Every August, the Carter Park Neighborhood Association sponsors a 
neighborhood picnic at our namesake park  on the first Tuesday of 
August to celebrate National Night Out.  

This year, in addition to the free hot dogs and potluck, we’d like to 
invite any local bands or solo musicians to come and perform at 
the picnic. There is no electricity in the park, so you must be able to 
perform acoustically or have your own generator and sound 
system.  

To sign up to perform at this year’s picnic (6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Aug. 2), please contact Phil Hopkins at 360-607-9472 or 
philiprhopkins@hotmail.com.  
 
 

Final Westside Mobility Strategy Open 
House May 3 

The city will present the latest findings and draft recommendations 
for its Westside Mobility Strategy at a final public open house 
about this project 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, May 3 at the Fort 
Vancouver Library on C Street. Public input is welcome. 

This project has been examining the transportation network within 
the neighborhoods located west of I-5 over the last year (that 
includes us!) and has developed recommendations about how the 
city can better manage current and future transportation needs for 
people who walk, bike or drive through these neighborhoods. 

Learn more about the project at www.cityofvancouver.us/wms.  

 

It’s Kickball Season!  
The Southwest Vancouver Neighborhood Co-ed Kickball season is 
just about to get underway. If you're interested in some fun 
summer-time activity, this might be the league for you.  

The Carter Park Neighborhood is currently fielding a team (the 
Kickers) that has had great success over the past few seasons, but 
we are happy to have new players join in too. Ages 12-99 are 
welcome.  

The season starts up on May 26, and we will play on Thursdays 
through June, then switch to Wednesdays July-August. All games 
kickoff at 7 p.m. For more information, contact Jerrad Isch at  
503-310-8205 or jerradisch@gmail.com. 

Neighborhood News 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/wms


Pothole? There’s an App for That! 
The city recently launched a new mobile app  
called MyVancouver, which allows city residents  
to easily report and track service requests for  
things like potholes, broken streetlights and  
street signs, and graffiti. You can also use the  
app to access other city services, including a  
calendar of local events, street sweeping  
schedules, job listings and more. 

The MyVancouver app is available to  
download for free on Apple or Android  
smartphones and tablets  and can also  
be accessed from your desktop  
computer or laptop at  
www.cityofvancouver.us/MyVancouver.  

 

Volunteers Needed for Annual 
Neighborhood Clean-up Event 

Each September, the Carter Park Neighborhood Association works 
with Waste Connections and the city to put on a big neighborhood 
clean-up event, where you can get rid of all sorts of junk for free.  

This year’s event will be on Saturday, Sept. 24 and we are in need 
of about a dozen volunteers to help us direct traffic, unload 
vehicles and manage our “too good to toss” giveaway area. 
Volunteers shifts are about 2-3 hours long and you will be 
rewarded with a free meal at Shanahan’s Pub and Grill afterwards.  

To volunteer, please contact Phil Hopkins at 360-607-9472 or 
philiprhopkins@hotmail.com.  

Neighborhood News 
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Community Events 
 

Walk/Run for the Animals 
May 7, 7:30 a.m. 
Esther Short Park  
 

Propstra Square Volunteer Flower 
Planting 
May 21, 10 a.m. 
Esther Short Park 
 

Children’s Cultural Parade 
May 27 
Fort Vancouver National Historic Site 
 

The Craft Beer & Winefest 
June 10-12 
Esther Short Park 
 

National Get Outdoors Day 
June 11 
Fort Vancouver National Historic Site 
 

Vancouver USA Marathon and  
Summer Brewfest 
June 17-19 
Esther Short Park 
 

The city’s free concert and movie 
series start July 6. Visit 
www.cityofvancouver.us/calendar for 
more information about these and many 
other community events. 

A Word from the Chair, con’t from page 1 

Neighborhood Bulletin Board: Visionaries Needed 

At our most recent neighborhood association meeting, I started the evening by posing the question to the group: “Why 
did you come to the meeting and what would you like to get out of it?” For the 20 or so attendees there was a wide 
range of answers, but pretty much all of the answers centered around information and how to get and give more of it.  

Question: What is a fun way to get information?  

Answer: At the awesomely cool, fabulously designed Carter Park bulletin board and information exchange at Carter 
Park.  

OK, it is not there yet and in fact it is still in the discovery stage, but we have to start somewhere, right? If you are an 
artist, builder, handy person or anyone that fancies themselves as being able to get cool, fun stuff accomplished, please 
let me know. I see this bulletin board not only as the place to get information, but a gateway and thumbprint of this 
cool, fun place: Carter Park. Cheers, health and fun to all.  

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/MyVancouver


The Branches of  
Carter Park 

By Susan Sanders, Tree Steward 
 

A Tall Tree Tale: Is My Large Tree a 
Problem? 

I have a huge, old Ponderosa pine in my front garden. 
With all of the news reports about trees falling during 
recent storms, I have worried if my tree is at risk of being 
next. I even look around to my neighbors’ yards with 
large, native trees, such as Douglas firs or cedars.  
 
Here in the Pacific Northwest, we have ideal conditions 
for growing trees. Our native trees grow big here; that is 
what they do. It is frightening sometimes to hear all the 
news reports of downed trees during storms. You start 
to ask yourself questions like: Should I be concerned 
about the stability of my trees? Could mine be next? 
What should I do? Am I in danger? 
 
I began doing some research, and discovered there are 
usually clear warning signs that a tree is potentially 
unstable. A tree doesn’t just fall over. There is almost 
always and underlying condition that led to the tree’s 
failure, though this isn’t always reported on by the 
media. Being a careful observer and noticing changes in 
your trees, especially over time, helps to reduce risks 
and problems. 
 
Arborists say these are indicators of problems in trees:  
  

 A crack or split in the trunk of the tree 
 The soil heaving or raising at the base of the tree 
 Movement of the ground at the bottom of the 

tree, around the root plate, when it is windy  
 Large, dead tree limbs 
 Large cavities or hollows in the trunk along with 

other tree decay  
 Large portions of bark that is peeling or falling 

away from the trunk 

 Fungal/mushroom growth at or near the 
base of the tree  
 

Another thing that can put your mature tree at risk is 
recent construction near the tree. Potential damage 
caused by construction can include soil compaction, 
severed roots, physical injury to the trunk or crown, 
smothering of roots from added fill soil, and grade or 
drainage changes. 
 
Whether construction or natural causes have 
damaged your tree it would be a good idea to get a 
professional assessment about the health and 
stability of your tree by an International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist or Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualified (TRAQ) Arborist. These 
professionals can help you decide what is best for 
your tree. They are trained to balance the benefits 
with the liabilities.  
 
A risk inspection may be a simple visual inspection, 
or instruments may be used to check for the 
presence of decay. Many risks can be eliminated by 
simply removing unsafe limbs. 
 
The City of Vancouver has a list of local certified 
arborists who can assess the risks of your tree online 
at: www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/tree-
care-companies-street-tree-worker-license 
 
I know my tree has many benefits to the 
neighborhood, especially since it is mature. It may 
be obvious, but a large tree provides more long term 
benefits than a small one. It cleans the air, assists 
with storm water runoff, cools the air, provides a 
habitat for birds, helps us relax and feel better, and 
it can also increase the value of my property! In the 
summer, sitting under that tree is a perfect place to 
cool down and its canopy will even provide some 
protection from a down pour in a rain storm. 
 
Of course, trees can have risks. But we all take many, 
many risks every day. I take risks every time I jump in 
my car and head to the grocery store, but that's why 
I take my car to the mechanic regularly to be 
serviced. The same thing goes for the big beautiful 
Ponderosa pine in my yard. Perhaps there is wisdom 
in focusing on the beauty and benefits of large trees, 
rather than just the risks. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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February Tree Planting 

On Saturday, February 20, 41 new trees were planted in 
the Carter Park neighborhood! This planting was part of 
the Friends of Trees (FOT) annual planting. Neighbors, 
FOT volunteers and Vancouver Urban Forestry staff 
took part in the planting and even the weather 
cooperated.   
 
In addition, approximately 100 young street trees were 
pruned by FOT volunteers that same day. This was a 
pilot project for Vancouver, and it is planned that other 
neighborhoods will have an opportunity to have their 
young street trees pruned next year.  
 
In preparation for the pruning, a door hanger was left 
at each house with an identified tree, and then tree 
was tagged. Families had the opportunity to opt-out if 
they did not want their tree pruned. Residents and as 

well as pruners report it was a very successful activity. 
Have you noticed any young street trees looking 
particularly well shaped and healthy?    
 

Summer Tree Watering   

Just a reminder that summer is just around the corner 
and your young trees will benefit from watering from 
June through September. In our area, rainfall slows 
just when young trees need water the most! Your 
young tree needs at least 10-15 gallons of water once 
a week for the first three years or longer.  Even 
established trees will greatly benefit from a few deep 
waterings during our warm, dry summers.  
 
And don’t forget to mulch your tree. Properly 
mulching your tree has many benefits, including 
conserving soil moisture and preventing weeds.  

The Branches of Carter Park, con’t from page 4 

New Fire Station Coming SoonNew Fire Station Coming SoonNew Fire Station Coming Soon   

T 
he city plans to start construction this summer on 
the new fire station at Fourth Plain Boulevard and 
Main Street. The city will apply for their 

development permits in May and expect to advertise 
the construction contract for bids in late May or early 
June. 
 
The fire station will be the new home for Fire Station 1, 
which is currently located on West Evergreen Street. 
Fire trucks will exit the new fire station onto Fourth 
Plain and will return to the station using 27th Street. 
The firefighters will be able to control the traffic signals 

at this busy intersection to clear out traffic and allow 
fire trucks to exit the station quickly. 
 
Fire Station 2, located on Main Street at 37th Street is 
also being relocated to another new station on East 
Fourth Plain Boulevard at Norris Road, near Warrior 
Field. After the two new fire stations are completed, 
the City will close the old stations and sell the 
properties. 
 
For more information about the new fire stations, visit: 
www.cityofvancouver.us/NewFireStations. 
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Connect With Us! 

www.nextdoor.com 

www.facebook.com/carterparkna 

Join the Carter Park Neighborhood Association email 
list by sending a request to Christine Dickinsen at  

cdickinsen@comcast.net. 
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What’s Cookin’? 

Fresh Rhubarb Salsa 
 
INGREDIENTS: 

1½ cups fresh rhubarb, diced 
¼ cup red onion, minced 
2 tsp. lime juice 
¼ cup finely minced scallions 
1 jalapeño, seeded and minced 
¼ cup of cilantro, chopped 
2 tsp. honey 
1 tbsp. cider vinegar 
¼ tsp. kosher salt 
⅛ tsp. cayenne pepper 

DIRECTIONS: 

Fill a medium bowl with ice and water and set aside.  
 
Fill a medium saucepan with water and bring to a boil. 
Add the diced rhubarb, blanch for 10 seconds, then 
transfer the rhubarb to the ice water using a slotted 
spoon  
 
Place red onion in a medium bowl and drizzle with lime 
juice.  
 
Remove rhubarb from ice water and blot with towel to 
dry, then transfer to clean medium bowl.  
 
Add rhubarb to red onion and toss with scallions, 
jalapeño and cilantro.  
 

By Stuart Ellis 
 
Rhubarb is packed with vitamins B, C and K, calcium and 
potassium and is an excellent source of fiber. These 
reddish-green stalks start showing up grocery stores and 
farmers markets in April and are often paired with 
strawberries in pie, but there are lots of other things you 
can use rhubarb for.  
 
Here’s a simple recipe for salsa using rhubarb instead of 
tomatoes. Delicious and fresh, this addictive salsa is great 
with corn chips or as a condiment for any Mexican dish. 

Whisk vinegar with honey until combined, add to salsa 
mixture and season with salt and cayenne. Refrigerate 
until chilled and serve. Will keep for a 2-3 days in a sealed 
bowl. 
 
For more recipes, visit Stuart’s weekly cooking blog, Jouer 
Avec Le Feu, at http://
jaimejoueraveclefeu.wordpress.com.  

http://jaimejoueraveclefeu.wordpress.com/2013/07/15/fried-pigs-ears-salad/
http://jaimejoueraveclefeu.wordpress.com/2013/07/15/fried-pigs-ears-salad/

