
 

 

How to create a  
residential site plan 

NOTE: This tip sheet does not substitute for codes and regulations. The applicant is responsible for 
compliance with all codes and regulations, whether described in this document or not.  

www.cityofvancouver.us/permits 
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Glossary of Terms 

SETBACK: This is the minimum 

distance allowed from the wall of 

the structure to the property line. 

There are different setbacks for 

different zones.  

ACCESS EASEMENT: A legal 

agreement, which gives access 

across property, such as a private 

street, driveway, sidewalk or path 

used by vehicles or pedestrians. 

Setbacks are measured from the 

interior line of the easement. 

UTILITY EASEMENT: An 

agreement to set aside a portion of 

a lot for installation or maintenance 

of public utilities (water, gas, 

electric, sewer, etc.). No portion of 

any structure, including eaves, can 

extend into the easement. 

TO SCALE: Drawing something “to 

scale” means using a standard unit 

of measure, so that everything on 

the site plan is in proportion to each 

other and shows how it fits on the 

lot. 

LOT COVERAGE: A calculation of 

the area of the lot that can be 

covered by structures.  

A SITE PLAN is a scaled drawing of a property as seen from above (see 

example on reverse).  

 

Use a scale 
Choose a standard measurement scale, either an architectural or 

engineering scale, and note the numeric scale used on the site 

plan. 1/16” = 1 foot or 1 inch = 20 feet will work for most projects. 

 

Draw property lines and easements 
Label all dimensions in feet. 

Information about your property can usually be found on the 

recorded plat or legal description of your property. Planning staff 

at the City’s Permit Center can help you: (360) 487-7803 or 

cddplanning@cityofvancouver.us. 

 

 

Draw all buildings and features 
 Show and label existing and proposed buildings with their 

dimensions (length and width). Include distance from property 

lines. 

 Include other features, such as stairs, decks, porches, fences, 

and upper floor cantilevers (projections). 

 

Draw all driveways and parking  
Show all parking areas, driveways, walkways and patios in their 

precise locations in relation to your property lines and their actual 

shape.  

 

Don’t forget to include... 
 Property address 

 Arrow indicating which direction is north 

 Drainage, utility and other easements 

 Distance to the centerline of the right-of-way 
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Residential site plan example 

Getting Started 

Use a separate sheet of paper (please don’t attach the site plan to the building floor plans) 

Paper size can be 8½” x 11” or 8½” x 14”, to the maximum of 11” x 17”  

Provide 2 copies with your application 

Visit www.cityofvancouver.us/ced/page/information-my-property for information on your property.   


