
The Vancouver Fire Marshal’s Office 

also responds in person to citizen 

complaints regarding fire code 

violations to include fire lane parking 

violations, unregulated outside burning, 

and illegal use of fireworks.   

 

Fire Marshal’s Office inspectors also 

work with the City’s Community and 

Economic Development Department to 

review development plans and conduct 

on-site inspections of new construction 

projects to ensure compliance with the 

fire code. 

 

This analysis focuses on determining 

why fires occur; what can be done to 

prevent fires; how their effects can be 

lessened; and how fire codes can be 

strengthened to protect our community.  

 

The Vancouver Fire Department offers 

a limited juvenile fire setting assessment 

and intervention program for parents of 

children who show an unusual 

fascination with fire, or who are 

actively setting fires. The Fire Marshal’s 

Office employs trained specialists who 

can intervene in problem fire setting 

behaviors.  

 

Parents needing assistance can email 

the Vancouver Fire Marshal’s Office at 

vanfire@cityofvancouver.us. 

Starting in 2017, the Fire Marshal’s 

Office will have six full-time inspectors 

whose primary duty will be to regularly 

inspect businesses, schools, apartments 

and other facilities to ensure compliance 

with the City’s fire code. Inspectors also 

review fire sprinkler, alarm and 

suppression systems in these facilities 

each year to ensure they operate 

properly during an emergency.  

 

Performing regular fire prevention 

inspections can often identify potential 

hazards within a building or facility 

before it becomes an emergency. The 

mitigation of these hazards through 

code enforcement increases not only the 

safety of the buildings and occupants, 

but also the community as a whole. 



The mission of the City of Vancouver’s 

Fire Marshal’s Office is to protect life 

and property by preventing 

emergencies before they happen. This is 

accomplished through: 

 Public education 

 Enforcement of fire, building and 

life safety codes 

 Investigation of fire causes for 

criminal or product recall follow up 

 Application of adopted codes to 

new construction projects 

 

 

 

 inspections of businesses, schools, 

apartment buildings and other 

facilities 

 review of new development 

plans to ensure compliance with 

fire and life safety code 

 inspection of new projects that 

are under construction 

The Fire Marshal’s Office employs six 

highly trained fire and explosion 

investigators. These individuals are on 

call 24-hours a day and promptly 

respond to all major fires to conduct 

origin and cause investigations. Fire 

investigators are part detective, part 

scientist, part engineer and part law 

enforcer—all rolled into one.  

 

Fire investigations are similar to the 

examination of crime scenes, in that the 

scene must be preserved and evidence 

collected and analyzed, but with 

numerous additional difficulties and 

dangers. Investigators must closely 

survey the damaged scene to establish 

the origin of the fire and eventually 

establish he cause.  

 

The prompt and thorough investigation 

of fires is required by law and helps 

with identification of incendiary fires 

and prosecution of arsonists.  

 

However, a more important and 

frequently overlooked aspect of fire 

investigation is loss analysis.  

 

Fire Corps is a nationwide partner 

program of Citizen Corps. It is designed 

to provide citizen advocates with a way 

to support their local fire department 

through a donation of time and talents. 

 

Fire Corps is not a volunteer firefighter 

program. Instead, volunteers focus on 

community outreach and public 

education efforts around fire and life 

safety. Become a Fire Corps member, 

so we can start putting your good skills 

to use! For more information, please 

visit www.cityofvancouver.us/FireCorps.  

 

The Vancouver Fire Marshal’s office 

provides dedicated ongoing 

specialized fire prevention and safety 

education for all ages. Much of this is 

achieved through the following 

activities: 

 community safety events 

 interactive demonstrations 

 home safety surveys 

 fireworks safety messaging 

 public service announcements 

 sprinkler demonstrations 

 smoke alarm installations 

 pre-school and kindergarten 

presentations 

 

This progressive approach to fire 

prevention education was implemented 

in 2015. It involved door-to-door 

residential fire prevention education to 

Vancouver residents.  

 

The goal of Project Home Safe is to 

measurably reduce the frequency and 

severity of preventable residential fires 

caused by cooking, candles and 

smoking. 


