
 
  

 

 

 

Vancouver, WA Complete Streets Policy Guidance and Community Engagement 

Community Workshop Summary 
 

February 15, 2017 

 

The purpose of this workshop summary is to provide a recap of the topics discussed at the Complete 
Streets Community Workshop on February 15, 2017 from 6 to 9 PM at the McLoughlin Middle School. 
 
The meeting was facilitated by Peter Lagerwey from the Toole Design Group (TDG). Assisting Peter with 
the presentation was City of Vancouver Complete Streets Project Manager Patrick Sweeney, Rae-Leigh 
Stark/TDG and Adrian Witte/TDG. 
 
The meeting was attended by 40 people, including City of Vancouver Mayor Tim Leavitt, Council Member 
Bart Hansen, and Planning Commissioner Eric Paulsen. 
 
The sequence of discussion items in the meeting closely followed a PowerPoint presentation (see 
attachment FINAL Community Workshop 2.15.17 Presentation). 

 

 

Community Workshop Introductory Responses 

At the beginning of the workshop, the community members went around the room to state one goal they’d 

like to see from the Complete Streets project. See slide #7 of PowerPoint file FINAL Community 

Workshop 2.15.17 Presentation for more information. 

 

The responses were centered on several key themes: 

 

Making Complete Streets the default 

1. “I want Complete Streets to be our default design plan, not an afterthought.” 

 

All users and modes 

2. “Ability to safely accommodate multi-modal transportation with an attractive design aesthetic that 

enhances the community; greater emphasis on safety.” 

3. “Experience…. As in improved and enhanced for drivers, bikers, and pedestrians.” 

4. “Vehicle/bike/ped sharing.” 

5. “To create a transport network for all abilities and ages to facilitate the needs of daily life.” 

6. “With increased traffic flow in SW Washington, how do we design the street so that everyone can 

safely use them?” 

7. “Multi-use friendly (pedestrians, cyclists, and automobiles) and proactive planning for growth.” 

8. “Balance for the difference modes to work in conjunction.” 

9. “Acknowledge that transportation doesn’t revolve around the automobile.” 

  

Safety 

10. “Safety for all.” 

11. “Safe space for bikes, cars, and pedestrians.” 

12. “Community education for awareness of safety on streets.” 

13. “Safe school access grades 1-12.” 
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14. Safe, comfortable, and convenient sidewalks and pedestrian facilities should be a first priority in 

every project.” 

15. “A Complete Streets policy should recognize the safety of all street users and all modes.” 

 

Developing a cohesive network 

16. “I would like to see several complete bike trails from the east side to the west side.” 

17. “To not have a single street focus, rather to look at the community as a whole and provide a 

solution for all users, realizing that every street can’t be everything to everyone.”  

18. “Community wide network, multi modal connectivity sharing right-of-way.” 

 

Sustainability  

19. “Do it right the first time and have it be robust, durable, and have legs to the future so it’s long-

term, economically efficient.” 

 

Maintenance  

20. “Maintenance of existing bike lanes – cleaning and striping – for safety.” 

 

Flexibility 

21. Flexibility of the rules to some degree for the street cross-section, if full funding is not available.” 

 

Better designed infrastructure 

22. “Practical guidance for retrofitting existing auto-oriented streets.” 

23. “Bike lanes that stay connected.”  

24. “Sidewalks.” 

25. “Better bike lanes, lighting, crossings, and share the road signs.” 

26. “Dedicate bike lanes on each and every street and wide sidewalks.”  

27. “More bike lanes and sidewalks for safety going through parts of town with lots of traffic so cars 

don’t get mad at you.” 

 

 

Breakout Session 

For a breakout session, the Stakeholders were divided into 3 different groups, with each group between 

5-6 people. The goal of the breakout session was to come up with words or phrases that should be in a 

Vancouver’s Complete Streets policy. After each group presented their key words or objectives, the key 

phrases were organized in a table and then voted and ranked by meeting participants. See slide #43-44 

of PowerPoint file FINAL Community Workshop 2.15.17 Presentation for more information.  

 

The following phrases are ranked values and objectives that should be included with Vancouver’s 

Complete Streets policy: 

 

Number of 

Votes 
Value or Objective 

18 Buffers, separation between all modes 

17 Connectivity  

15 Equity for all users 

14 Flexibility and adaptability to make system work congruently 

(Identify plus one, or minus one) 
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13 Economically efficient 

13 Accessibility 

11 Empower staff to be innovative 

10 Aesthetic 

7 Consider purpose of street 

6 One size doesn't fit all 

4 WOW streets (organizing resources all on one street to say WOW) 

4 Consistent design (i.e. color scheme) 

4 Accountability  

3 Remediation, retrofit 

2 Crosswalks for transit users 

1 Comfort 

 

 
Let’s Look at a Complete Street 
When looking at or evaluating the completeness of any street, there are three main areas of a street to 
consider: from curb to curb, from the curb to the property (right-of-way) line, and from the property line to 
the building. Safety, access and aesthetics are very important elements within each of these three areas. 
All three elements should be in all three areas to be a Complete Street. 
 
The Community Workshop participants were led on a walk to and around all four pedestrian crossings of 
the intersection of MacArthur Boulevard and N. Devine Road. This exercise was designed to get meeting 
participants thinking differently about the streets they use every day. The walk outside included looking at 
and discussing the relationship between each side of the street (curb to curb), the relationship from the 
curb to the edge of the right-of-way (sidewalk), and the relationship from the right-of-way to the building.  
 
 
Photos from the Community Workshop 
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