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Annexation is the process by which cities extend their municipal services, regulations, voting privileges, and taxing authority 

to new areas. Annexation within the City of Vancouver is guided by the Annexation Blueprint Plan. In January, 2016, 

Vancouver City Council directed staff to revisit the Annexation Blueprint Plan. Council will also identify areas eligible for 

annexation. It is the City’s goal to build strong, positive relationships with the community and urban service providers, for 

any areas that may be transitioned from the unincorporated urban growth area into the City.  

 
BACKGROUND  

1990: The Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA) was passed by the state legislature. A major goal of the 

GMA is to encourage urban development in areas where there are adequate public facilities (i.e. water, sewer, fire 

protection, etc.) and it required counties to establish Urban Growth Areas around cities within their boundaries.  

 

1994: Clark County established Vancouver’s Urban Growth Area (UGA), which is the area slated for urban development 

and future annexation. The UGA is regularly updated; the last update was in 2012. 

 

2007: The City of Vancouver adopted the City of Vancouver-Clark County Vancouver Urban Growth Area Annexation 

Blueprint: 20-Year Plan. The Plan was adopted by both the County and the City.   

 

METHOD OF ANNEXATION 

State Law authorizes several methods of annexation. The City will use the sixty percent petition annexation method, which 

means the City must have signatures on a petition to annex from the owners of at least 60% of the property value in the 

annexation area. The City has already obtained a significant number of petition signatures via existing utility covenants.  

ANNEXATION ANALYZER 

An online annexation calculator, www.cityofvancouver.us/annexationanalyzer, is available for use by residents, business 

and property owners to estimate the financial and tax impacts of annexation on their property.   

 
NEXT STEPS  

 Mar. – Dec. 2016 | Community Engagement 

Presentation and information sessions at neighborhood association meetings, resident meetings and a community 

forum. Regular project updates via email, social media and City website 

 April – Sept. 2016 |Identification of utility covenant signatures   

 May 23, 2016 |City Council Workshop 
 Staff update on findings related to annexation to date. Council to provide direction on how to proceed. 

 Fall 2016 | City Council Workshop 
 

 TBD 2017 |City Council Meeting 
 Public hearing on proposed annexation boundary 

See opposite side for answers to Frequently Asked Questions.  
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Frequently Asked Questions  
We have included the most frequently asked questions below. Please visit www.cityofvancouver.us/AnnexationFAQs for a 
full list of questions and answers. 

Q:  Why revisit the 2007 Annexation Blueprint Plan now?   

A:  The 2007 Annexation Plan identifies urbanized areas within Vancouver’s UGA and outlines a timeline for annexation. 

During the economic downtown, the City of Vancouver halted expansion plans and shelved the Blueprint. Now that the 

City is in a stronger financial position, Council has directed staff to revisit the 2007Annexation Plan. Council will also 

identify areas eligible for annexation, in compliance with City policy and State Law.  

 

Q:  Will my property taxes increase as a result of annexation?  

A:  No, property taxes will decrease following annexation, because the City has a lower millage rate than the County. 

Property taxes are determined by multiplying the property value by the applicable millage rate. Please see the 

Annexation Analyzer to calculate the impact on your specific property: www.cityofvancouver.us/annexationanalyzer. 

Please contact staff if you need assistance accessing the analyzer.  

 

Q:  Will my utility bills increase as a result of annexation?  

A:  The impact of annexation on your utility bills depends on what services you already receive and who provides them. 

You can use the Annexation Analyzer to calculate the impact for your specific property. 

 If the City currently provides your water and sewer service, your utility bill will decrease because base rates for 

City-provided services are lower inside the City than outside of it, and you already pay the City utility tax.  

 Rates for customers who receive their services via Clark Public Utility District or Clark Regional Wastewater District 

will generally stay the same, because the City utility tax does not apply to these providers.  

 Upon annexation, a utility tax of 6% will apply to your electricity, natural gas and telephone bills.  

 City residents are required to have a subscription to garbage and recycling service.  

 

Q:  Will I be required to connect to City water and sewer? 

A:   No. You can continue to use a septic system and/or well after annexation. Continued use of an existing septic system is 

allowed unless a health problem is detected by Clark County Public Health. If you are interested in connecting to the 

City’s sewer system, you can utilize the City’s Sewer Connection Incentive Program (SCIP) to assist you with doing so.  

 

Q:  Will I have to get rid of my farm animals or livestock? 

A:   No. Current legal uses will be allowed to continue in the manner that they exist at the time of annexation. This is 

commonly called being “grandfathered in.” See Vancouver Municipal Code, Non-Conforming Use, Section 

20.930.030-C 

  

Q:  Will my voice in local government change? 

A:  Yes. You can vote in city elections, including elections for City Councilmembers. City of Vancouver citizens can serve on 

City Council and/or one of its 22 boards and commissions. You will continue to vote for County Councilors based on the 

district in which you live. Voting in state and federal elections will not change based on annexation. 
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