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Introduction 

 

The City of Vancouver’s Central Vancouver Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area (NRSA) 

was approved by HUD in 2007 and for the 2009-2013 Consolidated Plan. The NRSA plan 

established four primary goals and related objectives to focus CDBG funded community and 

economic development efforts in the designated area.  These objectives were included in the 

City’s 2009-2013 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development.  

 

This document reports on progress made toward the benchmarks outlined in the Central 

Vancouver NRSA plan during the 2009-2013 Consolidated Plan period. Reporting is limited to 

projects funded by the City of Vancouver’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and 

HOME Investment Partnership Program (HOME). However, the NRSA designation focuses and 

leverages additional resources that may benefit area identified in the Central Vancouver NRSA. 

Community development initiatives not funded by CDBG or HOME are mentioned later in this 

document.  

 
Central Vancouver NRSA Boundaries 
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CDBG/HOME Projects and Other Efforts 

 

The City of Vancouver used CDBG and HOME funds on several projects that were in line with 

the Central Vancouver NRSA objectives, as summarized below: 

 

Central Vancouver Benchmark Guide 

Completed 
2009-2013 with 

CDBG/HOME 
funding 

Goal 1: Increase home ownership and rehabilitation of homes through grant and loan programs 
in target area. 

Objective 1: Pursue loans through state and federal programs for low- and 
moderate-income individuals 

- 

Objective 2: Seek home rehabilitation grants and loans for low- and 
moderate-income individuals 

15 loans 

Goal 2: Support business and property enhancement along Fourth Plain Boulevard 

Objective 1: Seek out façade and storefront improvements programs and 
grants 

- 

Objective 2: Establish and support businesses with public street frontage 
for improvements regarding windows, landscaping and parking issues 

- 

Objective 3: Establish grants and loans for business rehabilitation and 
growth 

- 

Goal 3: Develop pedestrian-friendly streets and encourage public transportation 

Objective 1: Establish sidewalk redevelopment through street furnishings, 
bike paths, landscaping, lighting and parking regulations. 

4 projects 

Objective 2: Improve lighting on streets and in parks. 1 project 

Goal 4: Assist with business development and increase customer traffic 

Objective 1: Assist with minority business loans, small business loans and 
training resources. 

- 

The NRSA plan is important not only because it defines objectives for community development 

actions within Central Vancouver. The designation also gives priority weight to projects located 
within the NRSA boundaries when the City reviews applications for funding, applies for funding 

and helps draw outside resources and support for other community and economic 

development efforts in Central Vancouver. 

 

Although affordable rental housing was not listed as a primary goal in the 2007 NRSA plan, the 

City also used HOME resources to fund one affordable housing development in Central 

Vancouver between 2009 and 2013. In addition, planning for an affordable senior housing 

development that will use HOME funds for construction occurred during this period.  

 

Additional Efforts 

 

Beyond CDBG- and HOME-funded projects, two other notable community and economic 

development initiatives occurred in the Central Vancouver NRSA during the 2009-2013 period. 

The development of a new Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market created 80 jobs and has allowed 
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area residents to meet their basic grocery and pharmacy needs close to home. Additionally, C-

TRAN, Clark County’s transportation agency, began planning for a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line 

along Fourth Plain Blvd., a major corridor in the NRSA. The BRT project is intended to increase 

transit access and capacity, spur economic development opportunities along the corridor, and 

create connections to/from neighborhood job and activity centers.  More information can be 

obtained at http://www.brt.c-tran.com/templates/brt.php. 

 

2014-2018 Consolidated Plan 

 

The Central Vancouver NRSA has ongoing community development needs and will remain a 

priority area for the City and its partners. In 2014, HUD approved the City of Vancouver’s 

2014-2018 Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development. An updated NRSA 

plan for Central Vancouver is currently being drafted and will be submitted for HUD approval 

as a Consolidated Plan amendment. 


