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Fire Marshal’s Office 
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360-487-7260  

 

Contractor Bulletin 
JUNE 2013  

Adoption of the New 2012 Fire Code – On July 1, 2013, the City 
will adopt the new 2012 State Fire/Building Codes with our local 
ordinance amendments.  Here are some highlights of the 
ordinance amendments which include:  

The use of fire sprinkler affidavit permit for additions or 
modifications of 1-20 heads involving arm-overs and drops only is 
no longer limited to light occupancies. The affidavit permits can 
now be used in all occupancies. The goal of the sprinkler affidavit 
permit is to lower the contractors’ cost associated with opening 
a permit for a small job.  

We added a new permit category for fire sprinkler system 
alterations that involve only changing heads of the same 
performance characteristics and minor adjustments to drop 
lengths head replacement only. The permit will allow for 
inspections but no review fee will be required because there are 
no changes in sprinkler design or coverage.  

We modified fire protection contractor endorsement expiration 
dates, (See attached article for complete explanation). 

We created the legal means to provide flexibility to the Fire 
Marshal to reduce fees for a class of permits; the objective is a 
fee reduction for Fire “same as” plans (i.e. a large complex 
where structures have identical floor plans).  

We modified the access requirements to Fire Protection System 
Controls. Controls for fire protection systems serving more than 
one tenant in a multi-tenant building shall be accessible from a 
common area without passing through a tenant space. This will 
be for new construction only and not retroactive.  

Technology Enhancement Update- Over the last few months we 
have begun to enhance our ITM (Inspection, Testing and 
Maintenance for Fire Protection Systems) program via the City of 
Vancouver’s new webpage. This enhancement is a step towards 
program sustainability and an investment in insuring that the fire 
protection systems are in working order which lays a solid 
foundation for all safe and prepared cities.  

I look forward to our continued partnership in fire prevention and 
if you have any questions please contact me.  

Heidi Scarpelli – Vancouver Fire Marshal 

 

Upcoming Forum Dates 
 

Hood and Duct Cleaners Contractor 
Forum  

September 16, 2013 @ 10:00-11:00 AM 

Headquarters 7110 NE 63rd ST 98661 

Fire Alarm Contractor Forum 

September 17, 2013 @ 10:00-11:00 AM 

Headquarters 7110 NE 63rd ST 98661 

Fire Sprinkler/Fixed Systems 
Contractor Forum 

September 18, 2013 @ 10:00-11:00 AM 

Headquarters 7110 NE 63rd ST 98661 
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Fire Sprinkler Forward Flow Testing 
This subject came up at our last contractors meeting. 

New Systems: Forward flow testing is required to take place as 
part of the acceptance testing of a new sprinkler system1 and a 
means to conduct such a test is required to be installed 
downstream of all backflow prevention valves for flow tests at 
system demand2. 

Existing Systems: All backflow preventers installed in fire 
protection system piping shall be tested annually by conducting 
a forward flow test of the system at the designed flow rate. The 
flow rate shall include hose stream demand where hydrants or 
inside hose stations are located downstream of the backflow 
preventer3. For backflow preventers sized 2 in. (50 mm) and 
under, the forward flow test shall be acceptable to conduct 
without measuring flow, where the test outlet is of a size to flow 
the system demand. Where connections do not permit a full flow 
test, the test shall be conducted at the maximum flow rate 
possible. For example, the 2” main drain test would be 
acceptable if it will create a flow equal to the design flow of the 
system4. The full flow test of the backflow prevention valve can 
be performed with a test header or other connections 
downstream of the valve5.  

1 2010 NFPA 13 24.2.5 | 2 2010 NFPA 13 8.17.4.6.1 | 3 2011 NFPA 
25 Section 13 | 4 2011 NFPA 25 Section 13.6.2.2 | 5 2010 NFPA 13 
6.2.1 

Hood & Duct Issues 
Hood & Duct cleaners: The entire hood and duct system must be 
cleaned to bare metal. If there are areas that cannot be 
cleaned it should be marked as a deficiency so that the FMO 
can follow-up. This includes the fan housing at the roof.  

Fire Alarm Issues 
Pre-existing non-conforming: Recently we have seen an 
application to upgrade panels installed in NEMA rated boxes on 
the outside of the buildings. The complex had similar installations 
throughout the complex that had not yet malfunctioned. The 
alarm permit could not get a final approval because of the non-
conforming installation. The property owner is being required to 
install “dog houses” for the replacement panels. It would have 
been helpful to all involved that this information been captured 
in the plan review submittal. If you come across this kind of thing, 
please include that information in the submittal or contact us 
directly. 

 

________________________________ 

Seek the lofty by reading, hearing 
and seeing great work at some 

moment every day. 
Thornton Wilder 

_______________________________ 

 

Fire Protection System Issues 

Labels 
Our fire protection system 
identification labels are 
currently on hold pending 
internal records management 
decisions. Once implemented 
and you have the occupancy 
ID, we hope to auto-fill the 
occupancy address information 
on the web-based submittals. 
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Fixed Fire Protection 
Plastic Baggies 
Our fire inspectors have noted within some spray area operations 
occupants may use plastic baggies in an attempt to protect the 
sprinkler head from over spray or dust.  As a reminder, this is not 
allowed per NFPA 25 and will likely result in an unsuccessful 
discharge of the head. Temporary sprinkler covers shall be 
cellophane bags 0.003 inch thin or thin paper. Please help the 
Fire Marshal’s Office by educating occupants of this hazard and 
noting this on the ITM report.  
 

ITM Program Update  
The FMO has a system of reviewing ITM reports. The review of 
these reports allows the FMO to see if required testing and 
maintenance is being completed. The FMO will follow-up with 
the business to insure that the impairments and deficiencies 
noted on the report are corrected for fire code compliance. If 
there are deficiencies which have been corrected during the 
contractor’s visit to the business the deficiencies should be 
included on the report and marked as corrected. This enables 
the FMO to see what work was done.  

Vancouver Municipal Code requires that all ITM reports be 
submitted by the contractors to the FMO within 30 days after the 
work was done.  This includes documentation of repairs 
performed as maintenance. ALL related reports are requested to 
be sent to this office.  

Web-based Report Submittals 
We are pleased to report that the companies who participated 
in beta testing our “Quick Report Submittal” web page have 
been pleased with the ease of use and with the changes we 
made as a result of their feedback. 

• Included in this on-line form is the optional ability for you 
to include your customer’s email. If filled in, a copy of the 
report will also be sent to them (saving postage & 
handling).  

• The system also replies back with a confirmation email to 
your company as proof of your submittal.  
 

The web-based reporting has now graduated from beta testing 
to full roll-out. Please find it here:  
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/fire/webform/fire-contractor-
quick-report-submittal  
Please feel welcome to provide ongoing feedback on this new 
reporting tool. 
 

 

________________________________ 

Web-based Form Tip 

Turn on the auto-fill function in your 
web browser to avoid having to type 

your company information 
repeatedly 

_______________________________ 

 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/fire/webform/fire-contractor-quick-report-submittal
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/fire/webform/fire-contractor-quick-report-submittal
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ITM Program Update Continued  
Supplemental Documentation: 
Please be advised; the Fire Marshal’s Office requires copies of ALL 
related reports regarding the Inspection, Testing and/or Maintenance (ITM) of fire 
protection on systems to be submitted. This includes, but is not limited to related reports 
and documentation of observations or follow-up repairs. 
 
All forms and reports must reference current codes and standards: 
Reports must reference the NFPA standard listed in IFC Chapter 80 of the 2012 edition of 
the International Fire Code. Alternatively, the more recent edition of the NFPA standard 
may be used but should be indicated on the report. 
ITM reports referencing older versions of the IFC or its referenced NFPA standards will not 
be accepted after December 31, 2013.  
 
 

Contractor Endorsement Expiration Dates 
Endorsement Renewals: 
Beginning July 1, 2013, we will have streamlined our renewal process.  
 
Sprinkler Contractors: No action will be required on the part of the contractor; the 
endorsement expiration dates will be linked to the State license renewals, our office will 
verify the compliance with the State of Washington Licensing renewals.  
 
Fire Alarm Contractor; Fixed Fire Protection; Hood Cleaners and Other Endorsements: It is 
our intention that these endorsements will no longer expire automatically. Again we want 
to rely on your professionalism and affidavit statement via the web submittal portal. 
Periodic audits will be conducted to address our responsibility for due diligence.  
 
Permit Software Upgrades  
Hansen 8  
The City of Vancouver has officially cutover to the “new” building and fire permitting 
application software. As expected, there have been a few bumps to work through; 
however this shift does lay the foundation for web based field work (real-time) and 
electronic plan submittals for contractors and developers. 

The plan is to implement the ability to submit plans electronically in September of this 
year.  

Project Doxs 

We are currently looking at September for the roll out of electronic plan submittal and 
review. Ultimately you will be able to submit for a permit without making any physical trip 
to City Hall. 

Inspection Requests 

Please continue to give us your feedback on any problems you encounter. Most of the 
problems have been due “inspection holds” inadvertently created during the transfer of 
data from the old system. These will be resolved over time as the older permits are closed 
out. We appreciate your patience and open communication. 
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Southwest Washington Regional Fire Alarm Board  
At our next Fire Alarm Forum meeting (September) we will be floating the concept of 
expanding Forum meetings to include other authorities having jusistiction (AHJ’s). The 
goal is to regionally support AHJ’s and contratcor’s with unnique code issues and 
standardize the application of the code when practical (discuss and create solutions to 
issues with new technolgies on the horizion).  

 

Please mark the date in September and we will see you then  

 Fire Alarm Contractor Forum 

 September 17, 2013 @ 10:00-11:00 AM 

 Headquarters 7110 NE 63rd ST 98661 
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