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The Fire Marshal’s Office has 
moved to the Vancouver Fire 
Department Headquarters 
located at 7110 NE 63rd Street, 
98661 
The Fire Marshal may be 
contacted by telephone by 
calling VFD headquarters at 
(360) 487-7212 

 

VANCOUVER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Fire Marshal’s Office 

7110 N.E. 63rd Street Vancouver WA 98661 
360-487-7212  http://www.vanfire.org  
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Will there ever be one inspector that is assigned to one job? 
There has been talk about one inspector saying one thing and 
another inspector coming out later saying another thing.  

Our system is set up so that the contractor selects the inspection 
day. Because of this, there is no way to ensure that the same 
inspector will be available on the selected day.  

When discretionary agreements are made between the 
inspector and the contractor, it is a good idea to get it in writing 
on the plans or on the inspection signature card. If a company 
runs into conflicts between inspectors, document what was said 
and by whom. This will help us to address it.  

Upcoming dates  

Fire alarm contractor forum 

April 21 at 09:30 AM at: 

Fire Headquarters 7110 NE 63rd St, 98661 

Fire Sprinkler contractor forum 

April 28 at 09:30 AM at: 

Fire Headquarters 7110 NE 63rd St, 98661 
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Are we allowed to install a 5’ stub-out under the commercial 
building permit?  

Yes you can install an underground fire line up to 5’ out from the 
building under the commercial permit. Please make sure you call 
in the inspection with a code 610 and a note or a voicemail that 
says what you are doing (5’ out, bucket test on a 13D system 
etc.). You will find this code on the code sheet included in your 
permit packet.  

Where are the Vancouver contractor requirements listed?  

They are on the Fire Department’s web site under “FMO”. 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/fire.asp?fireID=44422  

Do we always need to do a 24 hour test on fire alarm systems? 

A 24 hour test is required on all new installations. If you are only 
installing a new Notification Appliance Circuit (NAC) panel you 
should only test on that particular addition and not the batteries 
in a previously approved system. 

 Because the inspectors cannot always come at the requested 
time will the system be denied if the inspector sees the system at 
23 hours and not 24 hours? 

There should not be a problem if the inspector sees the system is 
still working at 23 hours. If there is a discrepancy between the 
alarm personnel and the inspector it should be documented by 
the alarm personnel and taken to the fire marshal. 
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As always, 
communication 

between the general 
contractor, the sprinkler 
contractor and the fire 

alarm contractor is 
essential to keeping the 

process smooth. 

Has the FMO seen or heard about the new GE or Advent wireless 
devices that connect to the panel or a wired receiver? Are they 
OK for use? 

Generally, if it is UL listed for commercial fire it should be OK for 
use. Dennis Megrditchian is looking into the listings and 
notification will be given if these do not meet the standards. 

Can email be used to notify the inspector of a fire alarm test day? 

It can be helpful if the alarm company emails the FMO to give a 
few days advance notice of a 24 hour test. However, this still 
does not guarantee the inspector will be out at the requested 
time. 

 

Q: 
A: 

Have you tried using the internet to schedule your inspections? 

Many have found this method to be easier than using the 
telephone. Additionally, you are able to type in specific 
information such as: 

“We will be ready after 1:30 PM. Please call Scott on site at least 
½ hour before arrival (360) 555-1212.” 

Your note is included on the inspector’s printed copy of the 
inspection request. 

http://iwrvancouver.cityofvancouver.us/webpermits/  
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