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No cover of work can be authorized until the water supply and 
meter are installed. 

This item came up at the January 29 forum. Sprinkler contractors 
have been pressured by general contractors to obtain cover 
inspection approval in order to move forward with sheet rocking 
while there is no water to the structure yet.  

Obtaining such premature approval has created multiple 
problems for all concerned including such problems as having to 
open up sheet rock to up-size piping, digging up water supply 
lines and/or upsizing water meters. 

Early communication between the general and sprinkler 
contractors on this matter can ease or eliminate conflict later in 
the project. 

Upcoming dates 
 

City council fee amendment workshop  

February 25 at 05:00 PM 

City Council Chambers no public testimony 
but you can watch on television or at 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/cvtv/cvtvin
dex.asp 

Fire alarm contractor forum 

April 22 at 09:30 AM 

Fire Station 82 900 W. Evergreen Blvd 98660 

Fire Sprinkler contractor forum 

April 29 at 09:30 AM (tentative date) 

Fire Station 82 900 W. Evergreen Blvd 98660 

General sprinkler issues 

The installer needs to be on site at the time of the City inspection. 

If you need an arrival window, ask for it and leave your cell 
phone number with your inspection request.   

 If there are less than 20 heads involved, or it is just checking 
gauges on a hydro test, we will try to accommodate the 
inspection in your absence provided the following is true: 

1. A reference diagram clearly showing the location of the 
work done is with the permit on site and available to the 
inspector. 

2. The FRI and COM (or MFR/SFR) inspection record 
envelopes are both on site and available to the 
inspector. 
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Fire alarms and sprinklers 

Communication 
between the general 

contractor, the sprinkler 
contractor and the fire 

alarm contractor is 
essential to keeping the 

process smooth. 

Sprinkler permits cannot be finaled until the alarm monitoring 
permit is finaled. 

For commercial and multi-family fire sprinkler systems, tamper 
and flow monitoring is required.  We can’t verify that the central 
station has received a tamper or flow signal until the fire alarm 
system is operational. 

Again, communication between the general contractor, the 
sprinkler contractor and fire alarm contractor is essential to 
keeping the process smooth. 

Message from the Fire Marshal 

The purpose of our quarterly meetings is to establish an open 
two-way communication between the City staff and the fire 
protection contractors.  As those who have attended know, I am 
not a big fan of bureaucratic hurdles and unnecessary 
frustration. I want to hear about your concerns, ideas or 
suggestions for improving the service we provide. At the same 
time, our staff my have suggestions to improve the plan review 
and inspection approval process for you as well. 

This is the first of what I hope to be a series of bulletins. Please feel 
free to forward and distribute these as you see fit. If you know of 
someone who should be added to this email distribution or if you 
no longer wish to receive them please reply to the sender with 
that information.  

Please be mindful that as we are ramping up our “round-the-
block” inspection program, same day service on new 
construction inspection requests may be more difficult to 
maintain.  Please be patient as we sort out the details. More to 
follow - please stay tuned. 


