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APPENDIX A: PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT AND SURVEY 
RESULTS 
 
To develop an accurate understanding of 
parks, recreation, and open space needs in the 
City of Vancouver and Clark County, public 
input was solicited from a broad range of 
sources, including planning area residents, 
organizations, community groups, and 
Department staff.  Public involvement 
activities were designed to ensure the 
participation of a diverse cross-section of 
community members.  Altogether, over 700 
planning area residents participated.  
 

METHODOLOGY 
 
The public involvement process included the 
following: 

• Parks Advisory Commission Meetings:  
Meetings were held with members of the 
Vancouver-Clark Parks Advisory 
Commission to focus on needs, priorities, 
and vision for the VCPRD. 

• Regional Meetings:  Five workshop-style 
meetings were held with community 
members in locations throughout the 
region to gather input on current park and 
recreation needs and priorities in the 
VCPRD planning area. 

• Focus Groups: Four focus group meetings 
were held with park maintenance staff, 
recreation providers, youth, and 
individuals with special needs to identify 
recreation needs.  

• Stakeholder Interviews: Telephone interviews 
were conducted with community leaders 
to collect data regarding current 

community park and recreation priorities, 
needs, and opportunities. 

• Community Survey:  A telephone survey of 
randomly selected City and County 
residents was conducted by Davis, 
Hibbits, and Mighall to identify recreation 
needs and preferences. 

 
Table A-1 summarizes participation in public 
involvement activities.  
 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY 
COMMISSION MEETINGS 
 
At the outset of the planning process, the 11-
member Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission (PAC) met to discuss the 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 
constraints facing the Vancouver-Clark Parks 
and Recreation Department.  In addition, the 
PAC developed a preliminary vision for the 
future of parks and recreation in Vancouver 
and Clark County.  
 
KEY FINDINGS 
• The committee identified a number of 

parks and recreation strengths including 
staffing, a history of planning, citizen buy-
in, and strong community partnerships. 

TABLE A-1: PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  

Public Involvement Activity Number of 
Participants 

Parks Advisory Commission 
Meetings 10 

Regional Meetings 53 
Focus Groups 75 
Stakeholder Interviews 25 
Community Survey 614 
Total 777 
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• Although a knowledgeable and dependable staff 
was identified as a great strength, 
participants noted that the more staff is 
needed to serve the growing community. 

• Communications and outreach are among the 
most significant parks and recreation 
weaknesses, according to Commission 
members.  Participants noted a lack of 
knowledge about Department resources 
and services and saw an opportunity to 
create better connections between the 
Department and the community.  

• Participants expressed a clear need to be 
proactive in keeping pace with 
development. 

• Lack of funding was repeatedly mentioned 
as a weakness, along with the need for 
partnerships, grants, dedicated funding, 
and/or a parks foundation. 

• Participants identified a series of 
opportunities for parks, recreation, and open 
space, including implementing a trails plan 
that encourages connectivity, developing a 
holistic vision, and expanding the 
volunteer base. 

• Participants identified the following threats 
to parks, recreation, and open space:  
urbanization, politics and change, and 
competition for funding, grants, staff, and 
services. 

• A key element of a future vision for 
Vancouver-Clark parks and recreation was 
physical, structural, and organizational 
connectivity in terms of parks and facilities, 
park maintenance, and parks 
administration. 

• Participants envisioned a parks and 
recreation department that meets community 
needs, especially those of elderly, youth, 
and people with special needs. 

• The vision included a parks and recreation 
department with many partners, serving as 
stewards of land and community. 

 

REGIONAL MEETINGS 
 
In February and March of 2006, community 
members gathered for a series of five regional 
meetings designed to obtain input on current 
park and recreation needs and priorities 
within the planning area. Meetings were held 
at the Alki Middle School, Battle Ground City 
Hall, the Leupke Center, the Firstenburg 
Community Center, and the Washougal 
Community Center.  In total, 53 participants 
attended.   
 
KEY FINDINGS 
• Regional meeting participants identified a 

number of benefits of parks and 
recreation, including environmental 
preservation and refuge from urban areas. 

• Other benefits of parks and recreation 
that were frequently noted by participants 
included health and wellness, education, and 
youth development. 

• Community members recognized the 
opportunity and need to acquire land before it is 
developed. 

• Participants saw the opportunity to improve 
public outreach and education. 

• Residents believe that the VCPRD should 
refine the park and facility planning process and 
reduce delays between planning and 
implementation. 

• Partnerships with schools, neighborhood 
associations, and local organizations were 
viewed as very important. 

• Among the challenges facing Vancouver-
Clark Parks & Recreation, participants 
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mentioned keeping pace with rampant growth, 
especially in terms of maintenance, rule 
enforcement, and meeting the needs of a 
diverse community. 

• Funding was among the foremost park and 
facility needs identified. 

• Community members frequently 
mentioned the need for parks that preserve 
natural areas and habitat, as well as for 
unprogrammed park spaces. 

• Residents noted the need for a variety of 
specific facilities, among them community 
centers, dog parks, playing fields, 
swimming pools, equestrian facilities, 
picnic areas, skate parks, and 
environmental education programs and 
facilities. 

• According to participants, there is a need 
for riverfront areas with water access, swimming, 
fishing, and boat launches.  

• One recreation facility need that was 
repeatedly mentioned by participants was 
a multi-purpose trail system linking parks and 
other community destinations. 

• Community members thought parks 
should appeal to diverse groups, ages, ability-
levels, and should reflect neighborhood character 
and needs.  

 

FOCUS GROUPS 
 
Six focus group meetings were held in 
February and March 2006 with park 
maintenance staff, recreation providers, youth, 
and individuals with special needs to identify 
recreation  issues, priorities, and needs.  
 
KEY FINDINGS 
• Funding was an issue that resurfaced 

during each focus group – participants 

emphasized the need for a parks and 
recreation Department with adequate 
financial backing and strong political 
support.  

• According to participants, acquiring more 
parks, facilities, and open space is a major need 
for the Vancouver-Clark region. 

• Participants perceived a need for effective 
coordination around parks and recreation 
planning. 

• Staffing was an issue with many focus 
group participants, who saw a need for 
more and better-trained staff, in addition 
to better procedures for handling 
vacancies, and better equipment for existing 
staff. 

• Focus group participants felt that the 
Department could improve efforts to 
redevelop older parks and use existing 
resources more effectively. 

• Many participants placed value on the 
environment, and recommended that the 
Department pursue natural area management 
and planning, open space preservation, and 
environmental education. 

• Improved publicity and marketing was also 
suggested by focus group participants to 
increase residents’ awareness of park and 
recreation opportunities. 

• According to participants, there is a need 
for more sports fields within the planning 
area. 

• Focus group participants also mentioned 
the need for an improved security. 

• Focus group participants saw the need for 
a number of additional recreation facilities, 
including: community centers, aquatic 
center, gyms, a major sports complex, 
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basketball courts, spray parks, community 
gardens, skate/BMX parks, and trails. 

• Accessibility improvements are needed. For 
example, focus group participants saw a 
need for accessible trails and play 
structures.   

• Affordability of recreation programs and facilities 
was also a priority for many participants. 

 

STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 
 
During February and March 2006, half-hour 
phone interviews were conducted with 25 
representatives from a variety of organizations 
within the Vancouver-Clark region.  The 
results of the interviews helped identify parks, 
recreation, and open space needs within the 
community. 
 
KEY FINDINGS 
• Trails were highly valued by stakeholders.  

Trail improvements are needed, as well as 
trails that connect parks, schools, and 
other areas. 

• The community values wildlife habitat and 
protection, access to nature, preservation of open 
space, and environmental awareness.  More land 
should be acquired to protect the 
environment and increase access to 
natural areas. 

• Stakeholders believed parks, recreation 
facilities, and open space improve quality 
of life by providing and encouraging exercise and 
health.  

• Building a sense of family and community 
togetherness is also a highly-valued aspect of 
parks and recreation in the City of 
Vancouver and Clark County. 

• Stakeholders noted the ability of parks 
and recreation to promote economic 

development. 

• Stakeholders recognized many park and 
recreation facility improvements needed in the 
Vancouver-Clark planning area, including 
community centers, community gardens, 
downtown pocket parks, field 
improvements, and a connected trail 
system. 

• While most stakeholders were unaware of 
underserved areas, some found the 
following areas to be underserved by 
parks, recreation, and open space: rural 
areas, north County, the west side, and the Hazel 
Dell area. 

• Stakeholders said the community is 
generally unfamiliar with parks, recreation 
facilities, and open spaces in Vancouver Clark.  
Increased publicity and communications were a 
frequently-mentioned need. 

 

COMMUNITY SURVEY 
  
The Community Survey was designed to elicit 
information regarding park and recreation 
preferences and usage patterns.  It included 
questions which focused on satisfaction levels, 
familiarity, recreation interests, participation, 
and project preferences, among others.   
 
METHODOLOGY  
Davis, Hibbitts & Midghall, Inc. (DHM) 
conducted a community survey for 
Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation to 
assist in the review and update of the 2006 
Comprehensive Park Plan. The overall 
purpose of this research was to gauge citizen 
attitudes and opinions about:   

 General park and recreation services,  

 Participation in various recreation 
activities,  
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 Satisfaction with services and programs,  

 Priorities for park and recreation planning, 
and 

 Support for the Urban Forestry Program. 

A total of 614 interviews were conducted 
between March 3-8, 2006 in Clark County. 
The survey averaged 12 minutes in length and 
respondents, age 18 and older, were selected 
using Random Digit Dialing to include 
households with unlisted or unpublished 
numbers.  In gathering the survey responses, 
DHM employed quality control measures 
which included questionnaire pretesting, 
callbacks, and verification.  For the exact 
wording and order of questions, see the 
annotated questionnaire. 
 
Any sampling of opinions or attitudes is 
subject to a margin of error, which represents 
the difference between a sample of a given 
population and the total population.  If 
respondents answered a particular question in 
the proportion of 90% one way and 10% the 
other, the margin of error would be +/- 
2.37% for n=614.  If respondents answered 
50% each way, the margin of error would be 
+/- 3.95%.  These plus-minus error margins 
represent differences between the sample and 
total population at a confidence interval, or 
probability, calculated to be 95%.  This means 
that there is a 95% probability that the sample 
taken for this study would fall within the 
stated margins of error if compared with the 
results achieved from surveying the entire 
target population. 
 
The research surveyed a representative sample 
of the population of Clark County (City of 
Vancouver, unincorporated urban areas – 
UUA – and rural Clark County).  The 
demographic information collected includes:   

 

TABLE A-2: COMMUNITY SURVEY SAMPLE 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Age 
18-24 7% 
25-34 17% 
35-54 39% 
55-64 20% 
65 plus 14% 
DK/Na/Refused 3% 

Average Length of Residence in Clark County 
19.8 years 

Household Income 
under $25K 8% 
$25-50K 24% 
$50-75K 22% 
$75-100K 13% 
$100K or greater 13% 
DK/Na/Refused 21% 

Gender 
Female 50% 
Male 50% 
Source: Davis, Hibbitts & Midghall, Inc.; March 2006 

 
KEY FINDINGS 
• When asked who builds and maintains parks 

and provides park and recreation services in their 
community, 44% of respondents either 
did not know or did not answer the 
question.   

• Similarly, 42% of respondents could not or 
did not name a park that is owned or 
maintained by the Vancouver-Clark Parks 
and Recreation Department.  

• In the past 12 months, each respondent 
has used a park or trail on average 50.2 
times. 

• In the past 12 months, each respondent 
has used a recreation program or facility on 
average of 29 times. 

• A large majority (93%) of respondents 
said that parks and recreation programs and 
services are important to quality of life.   
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• Regional parks received the highest grade 
for maintenance and upkeep of all park 
types, with 66% of respondents giving 
them an A or B grade.  In general, all 
parks and facilities received high grades 
for maintenance from the majority of 
respondents. 

• On a scale of one to five, with one being 
poor and five being excellent, respondents 
indicated that they find the safety and 
security of parks and recreation facilities to 
be good, with a mean score of 3.6. 

• On a list of 11 services offered by the 
VCPRD, Community Survey respondents 
reported that neighborhood and community 
parks were used most frequently.  Trails and 
walking paths, and open space and natural 
areas were also used frequently by 
respondents. 

• Community Survey respondents ranked 
programs for youth and seniors highest on a list 
of eleven possible services to expand.  
Programs for disabled citizens, trails and 
walking paths, and neighborhood and 
community parks ranked as second, third, 
and fourth priorities respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• At least 91% of respondents supported 
expanding the following services and programs:  
youth programs, trails and walking paths, 
and programs for senior citizens.  

• About one-third (34%) of respondents 
believed building or expanding recreation 
programs and community centers should be 
among the VCPRD’s highest priorities 

• A large percentage (80%) of Community 
Survey respondents supported expanding 
outdoor sports complexes for competitive 
teams, while expansion of skate parks had 
the least support (34%).  However, skate 
parks typically appeal to youth, who were 
not well represented in this survey. 

• Respondents listed the three most-needed 
improvements in parks and recreation as 
better security/safety, more/bigger parks, 
and proper maintenance.  
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Davis, Hibbitts & Midghall, Inc. 

Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation Comp Plan-Annotated 
March 2006; N=614; RDD 

 
1.  Do you happen to know who builds and maintains parks and provides recreation services in your 

community?  (Open, Code up to 3 responses) 

 City of Vancouver--------------------------------------------------21% 
 Clark County --------------------------------------------------------13% 
 Parks and Recreation ----------------------------------------------- 5% 
 Vancouver Parks and Recreation --------------------------------- 4% 
 All other responses-------------------------------------------------- 2% or less 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused -----------------------44% 
 
2.  Vancouver Parks and Recreation is the local government agency that provides parks and recreation 

services to the City of Vancouver and Clark County.  Do you happen to know the name of any park, 
recreation facility, sports field, or natural area they provide?  (Open, Code up to 3 responses) 

 Marshall --------------------------------------------------------------- 9% 
 Esther Short/Short Park ------------------------------------------- 9% 
 Lewisville ------------------------------------------------------------ 6% 
 Vancouver ------------------------------------------------------------ 5% 
 Firstenburg ----------------------------------------------------------- 5% 
 David Douglass------------------------------------------------------ 3% 
 Orchard --------------------------------------------------------------- 3% 
 All other responses-------------------------------------------------- 2% or less 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused -----------------------42% 
 
3 Which ONE of the following three statements comes closest to the way you feel about park 

and recreation services in your community.  (ROTATE) 

A. Members of my household use parks or recreation programs on a regular 
basis, and I believe that these services are important to quality of life.------------41% 

   OR 
 B. Although members of my household do not use parks or recreation 

programs frequently, I believe that these services are important to quality of 
life. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------52% 

   OR 
 C. Parks and recreation services are not important to quality of life.------------------- 5% 

 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------------------------------ 2% 
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In general, how satisfied are you with the maintenance and upkeep of the following park and 
recreation areas in your community? Please use a grading scale with A, B, C, D and F. (Rotate list. 
Separate “don’t know” from “do not use”)  

       Do not DK/ 
ROTATE     A B   C     D     F    Use NA 

4. Neighborhood and community parks, 
which are smaller parks and within 
walking distance of homes? ------------------- 34% --- 30% ----- 14%----- 3% ------3% ----- 8%-----7% 

5. Regional parks, which are large parks that 
attract visitors from throughout the 
County? -------------------------------------- 29% --- 37% ----- 10%----- 3% ------2% ----10%-----9% 

6. Open space and natural areas?---------------- 28% --- 35% ----- 14%----- 3% ------3% ----- 8%-----8% 

7. Trails and walking paths?---------------------- 35% --- 29% ----- 13%----- 2% ------2% ----11%-----8% 

8. Recreation and community centers?--------- 26% --- 33% ------ 9%----- 3% ------2% ----18%--- 10% 

 
9.  On a scale of one to five, with 1 being “poor”, and 5 being “excellent”, how would you rate the 

overall safety and security of the parks and recreation facilities in your community?   

  Poor Excellent DK/NA 
ROTATE 01 02 03 04 05  10 

      Mean  3.6 
 
I’m going to read a list of recreation activities. Please tell me if you or other members of your 
household participated in the following activity within the past year. (Rotate) 
  YES NO  

10. Wildlife Observation (Skip to Q20) ---------------------------54%--- 46% 

11. Horseback Riding (Skip to Q20)-------------------------------10%--- 90% 

12. Canoeing, kayaking, or row boating (Skip to Q20) ---------21%--- 79% 

13. Power boating or jet skiing (Skip to Q20)--------------------23%--- 77% 

14. Mountain Biking (Skip to Q20) --------------------------------24%--- 76% 

15. Disc or Frisbee Golf (Skip to Q20) ---------------------------13%--- 87% 

16. Skateboarding or BMX (Skip to Q20) ------------------------16%--- 84% 

17. Camping (Ask Q18 then Q19) ---------------------------------50%--- 50% 
 
18. (If camping) When camping, do you normally use a tent, RV, or yurt?  

 Tent-------------------------------------------------------------------72% 
 RV --------------------------------------------------------------------23% 
 Yurt ------------------------------------------------------------------- 2% 
 Something else ------------------------------------------------------ 3% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 1% 
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19. (If camping) If Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation provided overnight camping facilities in 
the County, would you or members of your household be very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, 
or not at all likely to use these camping facilities in Clark County?  

 Very likely -----------------------------------------------------------26% 
 Somewhat likely ----------------------------------------------------38% 
 Not too likely -------------------------------------------------------17% 
 Not at all likely------------------------------------------------------16% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 2% 
 
I’ll read some programs and services provided by Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation. Using a 
scale of 0 to 10, where 0 means that program or service should be a very low priority and a 10 means 
that program or service should be a very high priority, please rate each of the following. You can 
choose any number between 0 and 10. While you may find many of these programs and services to 
be important, keep in mind that funding is limited. What priority should be given to: (Rotate.)  
 

  Very Low Very High DK/ 
  Priority Priority  NA 
ROTATE 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 

20. Adult programs, including fitness, 
sports, and general classes ------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 6.6 

21. Youth programs, including sports 
and after school programs ------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 8.0 

22. Maintaining and planting street trees 
in urban areas ---------------------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 6.7 

23. Trails and walking paths---------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.7 

24. Neighborhood and community 
parks--------------------------------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.6 

25. Regional parks --------------------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.3 

26. Open space and natural areas --- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.5 

27. Swimming pools and aquatic 
programs---------------------------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.1 

28. Sports and athletic fields --------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.2 

29. Programs for senior citizens----- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.5 

30. Programs accessible to citizens with 
disabilities--------------------------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.8 
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I’d like to reread these same services and programs. Thinking about the last year, please tell me if 
you, or a member of your family used the following service or program once a week or more, once 
or twice a month, a few times a year, or never. (Rotate and reread list. Separate respondent and 
household member.) 
 
RESPONDENT  
 (ROTATE)  Once A  Once     Few   DK/ 
  Wk More Twice/Mo  Times/Yr Never  NA 

31. Adult programs, including fitness, sports, and 
general classes-----------------------------------------------------11%-----7% ----- 13% -- 69% ---- 1% 

32. Youth programs, including sports and after school 
programs-----------------------------------------------------------12%-----8% ------ 7% -- 72% ---- 1% 

33. Maintaining and planting street trees in urban areas--------- 9%-----6% ------ 8% -- 74% ---- 4% 

34. Trails and walking paths-----------------------------------------22%--- 22% ----- 27% -- 28% ---- 1% 

35. Neighborhood and community parks-------------------------24%--- 28% ----- 22% -- 25% ---- 1% 

36. Regional parks ----------------------------------------------------11%--- 22% ----- 38% -- 27% ---- 1% 

37. Open space and natural areas ----------------------------------22%--- 22% ----- 28% -- 27% ---- 1% 

38. Swimming and aquatic programs ------------------------------10%--- 11% ----- 20% -- 59% ---- 0% 

39. Sports and athletic fields ----------------------------------------16%--- 12% ----- 18% -- 54% ---- 1% 

40. Programs for senior citizens------------------------------------- 3%-----4% ------ 7% -- 85% ---- 1% 

41. Programs accessible to citizens with disabilities-------------- 3%-----3% ------ 4% -- 88% ---- 3% 
 
 
HOUSEHOLD MEMBER   
 (ROTATE)  Once A  Once     Few   DK/ 
  Wk More Twice/Mo  Times/Yr Never  NA 

31b. Adult programs, including fitness, sports, and 
general classes-----------------------------------------------------11%-----7% ----- 13% -- 66% ---- 3% 

32b. Youth programs, including sports and after school 
programs-----------------------------------------------------------16%--- 11% ------ 9% -- 61% ---- 3% 

33b. Maintaining and planting street trees in urban areas--------- 8%-----5% ------ 8% -- 73% ---- 6% 

34b. Trails and walking paths-----------------------------------------20%--- 21% ----- 26% -- 31% ---- 3% 

35b. Neighborhood and community parks-------------------------24%--- 27% ----- 19% -- 27% ---- 3% 

36b. Regional parks ----------------------------------------------------11%--- 22% ----- 35% -- 28% ---- 4% 

37b. Open space and natural areas ----------------------------------21%--- 22% ----- 25% -- 28% ---- 3% 

38b. Swimming and aquatic programs ------------------------------10%--- 12% ----- 22% -- 53% ---- 2% 

39b. Sports and athletic fields ----------------------------------------18%--- 14% ----- 15% -- 50% ---- 2% 

40b. Programs for senior citizens------------------------------------- 3%-----4% ------ 5% -- 85% ---- 3% 

41b. Programs accessible to citizens with disabilities-------------- 3%-----3% ------ 4% -- 85% ---- 4% 
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Going through these same services and programs again, would you strongly support, somewhat 
support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation expanding 
these services and programs. (Rotate and reread list.) 
 (ROTATE) Strongly  Smwt  Smwt Strongly   DK/ 
  Support Support Oppose Oppose    NA 

42. Adult programs, including fitness, sports, and 
general classes-----------------------------------------------------42%--- 39% ------ 8% ---- 6% ---- 5% 

43. Youth programs, including sports and after school 
programs-----------------------------------------------------------65%--- 26% ------ 3% ---- 4% ---- 2% 

44. Maintaining and planting street trees in urban areas--------43%--- 36% ----- 11% ---- 6% ---- 4% 

45. Trails and walking paths-----------------------------------------59%--- 31% ------ 4% ---- 4% ---- 2% 

46. Neighborhood and community parks-------------------------60%--- 30% ------ 5% ---- 2% ---- 3% 

47. Regional parks ----------------------------------------------------49%--- 39% ------ 6% ---- 3% ---- 4% 

48. Open space and natural areas ----------------------------------57%--- 32% ------ 4% ---- 4% ---- 2% 

49. Swimming and aquatic programs ------------------------------48%--- 38% ------ 6% ---- 5% ---- 3% 

50. Sports and athletic fields ----------------------------------------46%--- 42% ------ 5% ---- 5% ---- 3% 

51. Programs for senior citizens------------------------------------52%--- 39% ------ 3% ---- 2% ---- 4% 

52. Programs accessible to citizens with disabilities-------------59%--- 31% ------ 4% ---- 2% ---- 4% 
 
53. If Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation were going to expand its services or facilities, which 

ONE of the following areas should be the highest priority?  

 Acquiring and developing new parks ---------------------------18% 
 Purchasing open space and natural areas -----------------------22% 
 Building or expanding recreation programs  
 and community centers--------------------------------------------34% 
 Building trails and walking paths---------------------------------21% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 5% 
 
54.  Using a scale of 1 (not important at all) to 5 (very important), how important is it to include each of the 

following in the development of a neighborhood park of about five acres in size (ROTATE): 

   Not at all Very DK/ 
  Important Important NA 
ROTATE  01 02 03 04 05  06 

a. Natural areas with mature trees ------ ------ ------- -- Mean----- -- 4.0 

b. Walking paths---------------------- ------ ------ ------- -- Mean----- -- 4.1 

c. Play equipment -------------------- ------ ------ ------- -- Mean----- -- 3.9 

d. Irrigated grass areas --------------- ------ ------ ------- -- Mean----- -- 3.5 

e. Small skateboard facilities-------- ------ ------ ------- -- Mean----- -- 2.7 

f. Half court basketball courts ----- ------ ------ ------- -- Mean----- -- 3.1 
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On a scale of 0 to 10, with 0 being ‘not important at all’ and 10 being ‘very important’, please rate 
the importance of each of the following types of trail in Clark County and the City of Vancouver: 

  Not Important Very  DK/ 
  At All Important  NA 
ROTATE 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 

55. Trails connecting parks to other 
parks--------------------------------- ------ ------ ---MEAN -- ---- 6.2 

56. Trails along rivers ----------------- ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.2 

57. Trails in more forested, more 
natural areas ------------------------ ------ ------ --- Mean --- ---- 7.1 

 
Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation is considering developing certain specialized facilities. Would 
you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose Vancouver-Clark 
Parks and Recreation expanding into the following areas.  (Rotate list.) 
 (ROTATE) Strongly  Smwt  Smwt Strongly   DK/ 
  Support Support Oppose Oppose    NA 

58. Dog parks ---------------------------------------------------------37%--- 35% ----- 15% -- 11% ---- 3% 

59. Equestrian trails and facilities ----------------------------------23%--- 39% ----- 17% -- 15% ---- 6% 

60. Skate parks for skateboarding ----------------------------------23%--- 41% ----- 17% -- 17% ---- 3% 

61. Community vegetable and flower gardens -------------------35%--- 40% ----- 12% ---- 9% ---- 4% 

62. Outdoor sports complexes for competitive teams 
including soccer, baseball and softball ------------------------40%--- 40% ------ 7% ---- 9% ---- 4% 

 
63. What do you believe are the three most needed improvements in the parks and recreation 

system in your community?  (Open. Code up to 3 mentions only.) 

 More facilities ------------------------------------------------------31% 
 Amenities ------------------------------------------------------------21% 
 Maintenance---------------------------------------------------------18% 
 Special facilities -----------------------------------------------------17% 
 Security---------------------------------------------------------------15% 
 Programs ------------------------------------------------------------11% 
 Awareness, accessibility -------------------------------------------- 9% 
 Other ----------------------------------------------------------------11% 
 None ------------------------------------------------------------------ 5% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused -----------------------17% 
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64. In general, how many times have you or any member of your household used a park or trail in 
the last 12 months? (Record number.)   

 0 times----------------------------------------------------------------12% 
 1-3 times -------------------------------------------------------------15% 
 4-9 times -------------------------------------------------------------15% 
 10-19 times ----------------------------------------------------------14% 
 20 or more times ---------------------------------------------------38% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 1% 
 Mean------------------------------------------------------------------50.2 times 
 
65. Again, generally, how many times have you or any member of your household used recreation 

programs or facilities in the last 12 months? (Record number.)   

 0 times----------------------------------------------------------------37% 
 1-3 times -------------------------------------------------------------16% 
 4-9 times -------------------------------------------------------------11% 
 10-19 times ----------------------------------------------------------10% 
 20 or more times ---------------------------------------------------23% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 2% 
 Mean------------------------------------------------------------------29.0 times 
 
66. (City/Urban only) Were you aware that the City has an Urban Forestry Program to promote 

the number of and improve the health of trees in the City?  

 Yes --------------------------------------------------------------------25% 
 No --------------------------------------------------------------------74% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 1% 

 
67. (City/Urban only) The City of Vancouver has an Urban Forestry Program that preserves, 

manages, and enhances existing trees and plants additional trees within the City limits because 
of trees have environmental, economic, and aesthetic value. Would you strongly support, 
somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose expanding the Urban Forestry 
Program to areas outside the Vancouver city limits?  

 Strongly support ----------------------------------------------------48% 
 Somewhat support -------------------------------------------------35% 
 Somewhat oppose--------------------------------------------------- 7% 
 Strongly oppose ----------------------------------------------------- 7% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 2% 

 



Appendix A__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A-14 _________________________________ Vancouver-Clark Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan | 2007 

These last few questions are for statistical purposes only.  
 
D1. Is your age between 

 18-24 ------------------------------------------------------------------ 7% 
 25-34 -----------------------------------------------------------------17% 
 35-54 -----------------------------------------------------------------39% 
 55-64 -----------------------------------------------------------------20% 
 65 plus----------------------------------------------------------------14% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 3% 
 
D2. How many years have you lived in Clark County? (Record years.) 

 1-10 year -------------------------------------------------------------36% 
 10-20 years-----------------------------------------------------------26% 
 20 or more years----------------------------------------------------38% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 1% 
 Mean------------------------------------------------------------------19.8 years 

 
D3. What is your zip code?  
 
D4. How many adults currently live in your household?  (Record number.) 

 1 -----------------------------------------------------------------------21% 
 2 -----------------------------------------------------------------------65% 
 3 or more ------------------------------------------------------------13% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 1% 
 Mean------------------------------------------------------------------- 2.0 
 
D5. How many children under age 18 currently live in your household? (Record number.) 

 No children----------------------------------------------------------57% 
 1 -----------------------------------------------------------------------16% 
 2 -----------------------------------------------------------------------15% 
 3 or more ------------------------------------------------------------11% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused ------------------------ 1% 
 Mean------------------------------------------------------------------- 0.9 
 
D6. Is your total household income: 

 Under $25,000 ------------------------------------------------------- 8% 
 $25,000 to $50,000 -------------------------------------------------24% 
 $50,000 to $75,000 -------------------------------------------------22% 
 $75,000 to $100,000------------------------------------------------13% 
 $100,000 or greater-------------------------------------------------13% 
 [DON’T READ]  DK / Na / Refused -----------------------21% 
 
D6. Gender (DO NOT ASK.)[BY OBSERVATION]  
 Male ------------------------------------------------------------------50% 
 Female----------------------------------------------------------------50% 
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COMMUNITY PLANS 
The Comprehensive Plan also built on the 
work of previous plans:  
 
2006 REGIONAL TRAILS & BIKEWAY 

SYSTEM PLAN  
The countywide trails and bikeway plan was 
prepared under the guidance of and with 
input from a 15-member task force of private 
and public agencies and interested citizens. 
Task force membership included 
representatives from bicycle, walking, and 
equestrian clubs, and providers of trails on 
public lands, including the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service, US Forest Service, and Washington 
Departments of Fisheries, Wildlife, 
Transportation, and Natural Resources. 
Additional information was gathered during 
two series of public workshops.  The plan 
covers incorporated and unincorporated areas 
and identifies five trail types: regional multi-
use trails, local trails, rustic trails, semi-
primitive trails, and bike lanes and pedestrian 
walkways. Published in April of 2006 and 
adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners, the Clark County Trails & 
Bikeway System Plan is incorporated by 
reference.  
 
2004 CLARK COUNTY 20-YEAR 

COMPREHENSIVE GROWTH 

MANAGEMENT PLAN  
The Clark County 20-Year Comprehensive 
Growth Management Plan was adopted in 
September 2004. It was developed to manage 
Clark County's growth in ways that will result 
in a better future for the community. The 
Plan describes a future that will protect and 
conserve natural, financial and human 
resources to continue the quality of life 
enjoyed by Clark County’s residents. The 
comprehensive plan contains policies that will 

guide land use in Clark County for the next 20 
years as required by the Growth Management 
Act. The comprehensive planning process 
involved extensive, broad-based citizen 
participation.  
 
2003 VANCOUVER 20-YEAR 

COMPREHENSIVE GROWTH 

MANAGEMENT PLAN  
The Vancouver Comprehensive Plan 2003-2023, is 
an update of Vancouver’s 1994 
comprehensive plan, Visions for the Vancouver 
Urban Area, the City’s first plan under the 
State of Washington Growth Management 
Act of 1990 (GMA). The 1994 plan 
established a vision of a livable urban area 
where growth would be tied to the City’s 
ability to provide public services. The 
Vancouver Comprehensive Plan 2003-2023 was 
developed through an extensive public 
process involving Clark County, local cities, 
stakeholders, and the community at large and 
was adopted on May 3, 2004. The intent of 
the comprehensive plan is to present a clear 
vision for Vancouver’s future over the next 20 
years—a vision that can be easily understood, 
evaluated, and implemented. The plan 
contains policy direction relating to growth 
and development, environmentally sensitive 
areas, historic places, public services, and 
other issues. Plan policies are implemented 
through subarea plans and provisions of the 
Vancouver Municipal Code and other local 
standards. The Vancouver comprehensive 
plan is intended to coordinate development 
and to smooth the transition of services 
between the incorporated and unincorporated 
urban areas as annexation is considered. 
 
2003 CONSERVATION AREAS 

ACQUISITION PLAN  
The Conservation Areas Acquisition Plan, 
adopted in 2003, assesses landscape and 
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natural resource protection needs and 
opportunities within Clark County and 
identifies priority acquisitions for the 
expenditure of conservation area funds. The 
planning process involved a range of public 
involvement opportunities, including public 
meetings and surveys, as well as technical 
assistance provided by various advisory 
committees and working groups. 
 
2002 VANCOUVER URBAN PARKS, 
RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE PLAN  
This plan was the first to look at the 
Vancouver urban area in its entirety; it covers 
parks, trails, recreation facilities, and open 
space. The planning process involved a 
statistically reliable citizen survey, mail-in and 
Internet surveys, five public meetings, 
stakeholder interviews, a citizen-sponsored 
parks symposium, and public review and 
adoption. Six major goals and 94 policies help 
define the county’s roles in urban and regional 
facilities. 
 
2001 OPEN SPACE COMMISSION 

REPORT 
In September 2001, an 18-member citizen 
advisory committee was formed to prepare an 
acquisition plan and consider the feasibility of 
utilizing the conservation REET as a funding 
source.  The plan identifies a series of high 
priority areas throughout the county for 
expending conservation area funds should 
such funds become available. 
 
2000 VANCOUVER-CLARK RECREATION 

PROGRAM COST RECOVERY PLAN  
This July 2000 plan covers the vision and 
guiding principles for recreation services in 
Vancouver. It includes six major goals based 
on citywide strategic commitments and 
department-wide strategic initiatives. 
Programming objectives and priorities are 

provided for each of five age groups. An 
implementation strategy identifies key 
activities to achieve the plan’s goals and 
objectives. The citizen-based parks and 
recreation commission assisted with 
development of the plan.  
 
2000 CLARK COUNTY REGIONAL 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE 

PLAN  
The county’s regional parks plan was adopted 
in June 2000. It covers regional parks, trails, 
recreation facilities, and open space. The 
planning process involved a statistically 
reliable citizen survey, mail-in and Internet 
surveys, 13 public meetings, stakeholder 
interviews, and public review and adoption. 
Ten major goals and 100 policies help define 
the city and county’s roles in urban park and 
recreation facilities.  
 
1999 VANCOUVER-CLARK FACILITIES & 

SERVICES STRATEGIC PLAN  
This study examines the facilities and services 
in the Vancouver urban area. It was 
completed with the objective of providing 
better recreation services to the community. 
The plan creates seven strategic initiatives to 
be accomplished within three to five years. 
Seventeen implementation strategies are 
identified as action guidelines for achieving 
the goals. This plan was completed with the 
assistance of the citizen-based Vancouver-
Clark Parks and Recreation Commission and 
in consultation with local school districts.  
 
1998 CLARK COUNTY SPORTS FIELD 

MASTER PLAN  
The Clark County Sports Field Master Plan 
was published in January 1998. It was 
developed under the guidance of two 
community-based committees. A 16-member 
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citizen task force represented user groups. It 
was composed of representatives of baseball, 
softball, soccer, and football at the adult, teen, 
and youth levels. Invitations to participate 
were sent to 42 leagues. A 13-member 
administrative task force represented sport 
field providers. It included members from 
cities, schools, and Clark County.  The plan 
includes goals for cities, schools, user groups, 
and the county. The complete sports fields 
plan is incorporated by reference.  
 
1995 VANCOUVER PARKS RECREATION, 
AND OPEN SPACE PLAN  
This plan was completed in April 1995. Like 
Clark County, it was the city’s first park plan 
developed under the Growth Management 
Act. Significant public participation was 
provided through city and county efforts to 
involve the community in implementation of 
GMA. Public workshops, public opinion 
surveys, printed materials, community 
outreach, and citizen and agency advisory 
boards all contributed to the public’s 
knowledge of and participation in the 
planning process.  
 
1994 CLARK COUNTY PARKS, 
RECREATION & OPEN SPACE PLAN  
The 1994 Parks, Recreation & Open Space 
Plan was the county’s first parks plan 
developed under the requirements of the 
Growth Management Act. Under GMA, 
preparation of the parks plan was 
incorporated into the overall land use 
planning process. This included participation 
in an extensive public outreach program 
involving 19 public workshops held 
throughout the county, a public opinion 
survey, community outreach, and citizen and 
agency advisory boards.  The county parks 
department also sponsored opportunities for 
public input and involvement, including two 

public opinion surveys — the June1991 open 
space survey and the March 1992 parks survey 
— six special citizen committees, and 10 
special interest group meetings. Since 
adoption, the plan has served as the county’s 
policy guide for acquisition and development 
of urban and regional parks and facilities.  
 
1992 CLARK COUNTY OPEN SPACE 

COMMISSION FINAL REPORT  
The 14-member Clark County Open Space 
Commission was organized in November 
1989 to prepare an open space plan for the 
county. Following three years of work, which 
included a citizen survey in June 1991, the 
commission issued its final report in August 
1992. The commission's report has served as 
the primary guide in planning and acquiring 
the growing system of open space, greenways, 
and habitat areas throughout Clark County. 
The Clark County Open Space Commission 
Final Report is incorporated by reference.  
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VANCOUVER-CLARK PARKS & RECREATION 
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 

 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 
WHAT IS VANCOUVER-CLARK PARKS & RECREATION? 
Vancouver and Clark County combined their parks departments in 1997, creating Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation. 
Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation is responsible for planning, design, and development of urban park facilities and 
recreation services within the City of Vancouver and in the unincorporated urban area around Vancouver, and regional 
park facilities and services countywide.  
 
WHAT IS THE COMPREHENSIVE PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE PLAN? 
The Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan will guide the Department's efforts to acquire and develop 
parks and open spaces, and enhance and expand recreation programs throughout Clark County. The Plan focuses on parks, 
trails, special facilities, conservation and greenway systems, and wildlife habitat within Clark County. The Plan will reflect 
the community’s vision for providing parks, recreation facilities, and open spaces, and lays out a six year work plan to meet 
the park and recreation needs of the community.  
 
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PUBLIC WORKSHOPS? 
To gather public input about park facility and recreation service needs and priorities, for use in updating the Vancouver-
Clark Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan. Public input is important so that the Department knows 
what people like about current facilities and services and what our priorities should be in providing new and improved 
facilities and services.  
 
WHY DOES THE PLAN REQUIRE AN UPDATE? 
Currently, there are similar older plans for the City of Vancouver (2002) and the unincorporated areas of Clark County 
(2000). These plans designed to last for six years. Since this Comprehensive Plan will cover both the City of Vancouver and 
Clark County, an update is needed in 2006.  There are a number of other reasons why the Plan should be updated now, 
including:  

1) To ensure that the plan addresses the needs and priorities of the residents;  
2) To update the plan and its priorities to reflect changing conditions, particularly since the region is growing rapidly;   
3) To meet the requirements of Washington’s Growth Management Act, which requires periodic updates of 

comprehensive plans and capital facility plans; and  
4) To remain eligible for grant funds administered by the Washington State Interagency Committee for Outdoor 

Recreation, which requires that park and recreation plans be reviewed and re-certified every six years. 
 
WHAT GUIDES THE PLANNING PROCESS? 
The update process is guided by community needs and desires as well as Washington’s Growth Management Act and the 
Washington State Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recreation, the major source of grant funds for local park projects. 
 
WHAT KINDS OF PARK LAND DOES THE PLAN INCLUDE? 
The Plan will include an analysis of need and recommendations for neighborhood, community, and regional parks, as well 
as habitat conservation areas, trails and greenways, and special facilities. 
 
WHAT OTHER PLANS HAVE ALREADY BEEN COMPLETED? 
This Plan will complement a variety of other plans that have already been completed by the Department, including the  
Clark County Trails and Bikeways Systems Plan (2006), the Vancouver Paths and Trails Master Plan, the Facilities and 
Services Strategic Plan, the 2000 Recreation Program and Cost Recovery Plan, the Sports Field Master Plan, and site master 
plans for individual parks. 
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WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES IN PARK AND RECREATION SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITY OF VANCOUVER, THE 

UNINCORPORATED URBAN AREA, AND OTHER AREAS OF CLARK COUNTY? 
The City of Vancouver and Clark County provide varying of levels of park and recreation service through Vancouver-Clark 
Parks & Recreation. The City of Vancouver provides acquisition and development of neighborhood and community parks, 
sports fields, and recreation facilities and programs within the city limits. Within the urban-unincorporated area around 
Vancouver (within the urban growth boundary, but outside the city limits), Clark County acquires land for neighborhood 
and community parks and youth sports fields. A number of these parks are being developed thanks to funding from the 
Greater Clark Park District, formed in 2005. The County does not provide recreation programs, but County residents are 
welcome to attend recreation facilities and programs at Vancouver facilities at no additional fee. The other cities within 
Clark County are responsible for planning, developing, and managing park facilities within their city limits. 
 
WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR COMPLETING THE PLAN? 
A draft of the Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan will be available for public review June of 2006. 
The Plan will then be submitted to the Vancouver and Clark County Planning Commissions in July and the Vancouver City 
Council and Board of County Commissioners in September. 
 
IS TIME FOR MORE PUBLIC INPUT SCHEDULED? 
Yes! We are holding public meetings at the following dates and locations. All meetings will be held from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, February 28th 
Alki Middle School 
1800 NW Bliss Rd, Vancouver 
 
Wednesday, March 1st 
Luepke Center 
1009 E. McLoughlin, Vancouver 

Thursday, March 2nd 
Firstenburg Community Center 
700 N.E. 136th Ave, Vancouver 
 
Monday, March 6th 
Washougal Community Center 
1681 C Street, Washougal 

Thursday, March 9th 
Battle Ground City Hall 
109 S.W. 1st Street, Battle Ground 

 
We will also be holding a similar series of meetings this summer so that residents can review the draft plan and submit their 
comments. Look for advertisements and flyers for these meetings, or check the Parks & Recreation website at 
www.vanclarkparks-rec.org. You can also submit comments or ideas to Michelle Kunec, her contact information is below. 
 
WHO DO I CONTACT TO GET MORE INFORMATION?  
Michelle Kunec, Park Planner 
Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation  
610 Esther Street, PO Box 1995 
Vancouver, Washington 98860 
Phone: (360) 619-1144  
Email: michelle.kunec@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
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VANCOUVER-CLARK PARKS & RECREATION 
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 

 

DEFINITIONS 
 

Neighborhood parks provide access to basic recreation 
opportunities for nearby residents, enhance neighbor-hood 
identity, and preserve neighborhood open space.  These 
parks are designed primarily for non-organized recreation.  
Located within walking and bicycling distance of most 
users, they are generally three to five acres in size and serve 
residents within a ½-mile radius.  Neighborhood parks 
often include amenities such as playgrounds, turf areas, 
picnic tables, and benches.  
 
Examples: Carter Park, Homestead Park, Heritage Park   
 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 

Community parks provide a focal point and gathering place 
for broader groups of users.  Usually twenty to 100 acres in 
size, community parks are used by all segments of the 
population and serve residents from a one to three-mile 
area.  Community parks often include recreation facilities 
for organized sports, such as sports fields, skate parks, and 
play courts.  Community parks may also incorporate 
passive recreation space and community facilities like 
community or senior centers.  Because of their large service 
area, community parks require more support facilities, such 
as parking and restrooms.   
 
Examples: Leverich Park, Orchards Park, HB Fuller  
 

COMMUNITY PARKS 

Regional parks are recreational areas that serve residents 
from throughout Clark County and beyond.  Regional 
parks are usually larger than 50 acres in size, and provide 
opportunities for diverse recreation activities.  Facilities can 
include sports fields, extensive trail systems, or large picnic 
areas.  In addition, regional parks often include passive 
recreation space and specific features, like access to lakes or 
rivers, which make them unique.  Because of their large size 
and broad service area, regional parks typically require more 
support facilities, such as parking and restrooms..  They are 
usually designed to accommodate large groups of people. 
 
Examples: Lewisville Park, Frenchman’s Bar 

REGIONAL PARKS 

Open spaces are permanently undeveloped green spaces 
which are managed for both their natural value and for 
light impact recreational use.  Open spaces range in size 
from one to thousands of acres, and may include wetlands, 
wildlife habitats, or stream corridors.  Open spaces provide 
opportunities for nature-based recreation such as bird-
watching and environmental education.  They may also be 
located to preserve or protect environmentally sensitive 
areas, such as endangered animal and plant habitat.  
 
Examples:  Vancouver Lake Wildlife Area, Lower East   

Fork of the Lewis River 
 

OPEN SPACE & NATURAL AREAS

Special use areas are freestanding specialized use facilities 
such as community centers, aquatic centers, sports 
complexes, skate parks, or boat launches.  Since special use 
areas vary widely in function there are no minimum sizes, 
but special use areas must be large enough to accommodate 
the intended use.  Support facilities including parking and 
restrooms are often included. 
 
Examples: Marshall Center, Tennis Center, Happa Boat 

Launch, Vancouver Girls Softball Complex 
 

SPECIAL USE FACILITIES

Greenways are corridors that follow linear features such as 
streams, abandoned railroad rights-of-way, or power lines.  
Greenways often contain trails and may also include 
viewpoints, seating areas, and interpretive displays.  
Greenways provide public access to trail-oriented activities, 
including walking, biking, or running, and preserve open 
space. Greenways along streams can also help protect water 
and habitat quality. 
 
Examples: Waterfront Trail, Salmon Creek Greenway 
  

TRAILS & GREENWAYS



Questions? 
Contact Michelle Kunec at 

michelle.kunec@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
or (360) 619-1144. 

You can also visit our website: 
www.vanclarkparks-rec.org

needs YOUR input!
Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation is updating its Parks, 

Recreation, and Open Space Plan. This Plan will serve as a roadmap 
for Parks & Recreation and will help guide our decisions for the next 

six years.  We need your help to determine the types of facilities, 
amenities, and outdoor experiences most important to you and your 
family, so our parks and recreation programs accurately refl ect the 

needs and values of our citizens. 

You are invited to attend a workshop near you. 
Bring your ideas, suggestions, and priorities! 

Workshops will be held from 630 to 800 p.m.

Workshop Locations
Tuesday, February 28th     Monday, March 6th
Alki Middle School    Washougal Community Center
1800 NW Bliss Rd, Vancouver   1681 C Street, Washougal
(next to the Sky View High School)  (between City Hall and the Library)

Wednesday, March 1st   Thursday, March 9th
Luepke Center     Battle Ground City Hall
1009 E. McLoughlin, Vancouver  109 S.W. 1st Street, Battle Ground
(next to the Marshall Community Center)

Thursday, March 2nd  
Firstenburg Community Center
700 N.E. 136th Ave, Vancouver

 
Bring your ideas!

 Help shape the future of 
parks and recreation in your community!



VANCOUVER-CLARK 
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 

 

PARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION INVOLVEMENT 
 
Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation has embarked on a process to update the Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and 
Open Space Plan. Previously, the City and County had separate Plans that addressed the vision and goals of the urban 
and regional systems, community needs, planned improvements, and funding options. This Plan will be the first to 
combine efforts for both the County and City into a single, cohesive document that will promote a more comprehensive 
and connected system. Updating this Plan will allow staff, the public, and the Parks Advisory Commission an important 
opportunity to provide input on the future direction of Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation.  
 
Your involvement, as the Parks Advisory Commission, is critical to the success of the planning process and the resulting 
plan. The Commission’s unique position as a liaison between the general public, parks staff, and elected officials gives 
you the opportunity to represent community interests through your ideas, review, and input into the planning process.  
This position also affords you an awareness of community issues that is likely different from that of staff or elected 
officials.  In addition, we hope that you will assist us in building support and momentum for not only this process, but 
the resulting Plan and vision for the future.   
 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM 
Two members of the Parks Advisory Commission have volunteered to join staff park planners on the Comprehensive 
Plan Project Management Team. This group will meet approximately four to six times during plan development 
(February through July 2006). The park commissioners will serve as liaisons to the full Commission on matters relating 
to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
WORK SESSIONS 
We plan to engage the full Parks Advisory Commission in three work sessions throughout plan development. The first 
of these work sessions, on February 14th, will focus on creating a vision for the Vancouver-Clark Parks, Recreation, and 
Open Space system. The second, in April, will concentrate on community needs and developing specific goals. During 
the final work session, likely held in May, we will discuss and prioritize a capital improvement program.  
 
GENERAL UPDATES 
Parks staff will be available to provide updates on the Comprehensive Plan during normally scheduled Parks Advisory 
Commission meetings, as needed. 
 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 
We are planning to hold five regional meetings to gather public input for the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan in 
between February 28th and March 14th, 2006. These meetings will be held in East Vancouver, West Vancouver, Hazel 
Dell, Battle Ground, and Camas/Washougal. Commissioner attendance is critical at these events as it will allow you to 
gain additional awareness of community issues and engage the public in planning for the future of our parks system. 
 
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSES 
Staff will hold five regional open houses during June 2006 to present the draft plan to the public. This will give the 
public an opportunity to comment on the plan in a more complete form. These open houses will also be held in East 
Vancouver, West Vancouver, Hazel Dell, Battle Ground, and Camas/Washougal.   
 
DRAFT PLAN REVIEW 
We anticipate bringing the Draft Plan to the full Parks Advisory Commission in July 2006 for review and approval. The 
Plan will then move on for review by the City and County Planning Commissions, the City Council, and the Board of 
County Commissioners.  Work session and public hearings for these bodies will occur between August and November 
2006.  Parks Commissioner participation during the final adoption process will be critical to the success of this effort.  

 

PLEASE CONTACT MICHELLE KUNEC, VCPRD PROJECT MANAGER, FOR MORE INFORMATION 
(360) 619-1444 OR MICHELLE.KUNEC@CI.VANCOUVER.WA.US 
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PLANNING PROCESS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WHERE ARE 
WE NOW? 

WHERE DO WE
WANT TO BE?

HOW DO WE
GET THERE?

IDENTIFY COMMUNITY 
NEEDS, ASSETS, & 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
• public involvement 
• existing conditions analysis 
• community needs assessment 
 

 
February - April 

CREATE A 
FUTURE VISION & 
SET OF GOALS 

 
• visioning meetings 
• goals & objectives 
 
 
 

May 
 

ASSESS OPTIONS  & 
DEVELOP STRATEGIES 

 
 

• capital improvement plan
• financing 
• strategies 
 
 

May – June 

ADOPT THE 
FINAL PLAN 

 
 
• draft plan 
• community review 
• final plan 
 
 

 

July - December 

PARK PLAN
ADOPTED 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

PARKS AND RECREATION SURVEY – MID-LATE FEBRUARY 

a random-sample telephone survey designed to elicit information on parks and 
recreation preferences from a broad cross-section of the community 

 
REGION-SPECIFIC MEETINGS  #1 – MID-FEBRUARY - MID-MARCH 

meetings in Battle Ground, Camas/Washougal, East Vancouver, Hazel Dell, and West 
Vancouver to discuss parks and recreation issues, priorities, and needs 

 
STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS – LATE FEBRUARY 

interviews with 15 local stakeholders to gather information  
about park and recreation needs and opportunities 

 
STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS – EARLY MARCH 

a series of meetings with youth, parks maintenance staff, and recreation staff to discuss 
parks and recreation issues, priorities, and needs 

PLAN DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL 
REGION-SPECIFIC MEETINGS #2 – AUGUST 

meetings in Battle Ground, Camas/Washougal, East Vancouver, Hazel Dell, and West 
Vancouver to review the Draft Plan 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS – AUGUST 

a series of three meetings with the City Planning Commissions to present the Draft 
Plan and gather feedback 

 
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS – SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 

a series of three meetings with the City Council to present the Draft Plan  
and gather feedback 
 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETINGS – SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 

three meetings with the Board of Commissioners  
to present the Draft Plan and gather feedback 

ONGOING 
PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 
& PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM MEETINGS – FEBRUARY - OCTOBER  

meetings throughout the process to discuss progress on the Plan 

 

PLEASE CONTACT MICHELLE KUNEC, VCPRD PROJECT MANAGER, FOR MORE INFORMATION 
(360) 619-1444 OR MICHELLE.KUNEC@CI.VANCOUVER.WA.US 



 
 
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/calendar.asp?menu=&submenuid=21714 
 

City of Vancouver Calendar of Events 

Vancouver-Clark Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan: Public 
Information Session and Workshop 

February 28, 2006  
Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation is updating its Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Plan, which will guide the Departments decisions for the next six years. We need your 
help to determine the types of facilities, amenities, and outdoor experiences most 
important to you and your family, so our parks and recreation programs accurately reflect 
the needs and values of our citizens. Five workshops are scheduled - please attend one 
near you! 

Location: Alki Middle School 
Address: 1800 NW Bliss Road 
Email: michelle.kunec@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
Phone: 360-619-1144  

 

Vancouver-Clark Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan: Public 
Information Session and Workshop 

March 1, 2006  
Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation is updating its Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Plan, which will guide the Departments decisions for the next six years. We need your 
help to determine the types of facilities, amenities, and outdoor experiences most 
important to you and your family, so our parks and recreation programs accurately reflect 
the needs and values of our citizens. Five workshops are scheduled - please attend one 
near you! 

Location: Luepke Center 
Address: 1009 E. McLoughlin 
Email: michelle.kunec@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
Phone: 360-619-1144 



 

Vancouver-Clark Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Plan: Public 
Information Sessions and Workshops 

March 2, 2006  
Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation is updating its Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Plan, which will guide the Departments decisions for the next six years. We need your 
help to determine the types of facilities, amenities, and outdoor experiences most 
important to you and your family, so our parks and recreation programs accurately reflect 
the needs and values of our citizens. Five workshops are scheduled - please attend one 
near you! 

Location: Firstenburg Community Center 
Address: 700 NE 136th Avenue 
Email: michelle.kunec@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
Phone: 360-619-1144 

 

Vancouver-Clark Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan: Public 
Information Session and Workshop 

March 6, 2006  
Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation is updating its Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Plan, which will guide the Departments decisions for the next six years. We need your 
help to determine the types of facilities, amenities, and outdoor experiences most 
important to you and your family, so our parks and recreation programs accurately reflect 
the needs and values of our citizens. Five workshops are scheduled - please attend one 
near you! 6:30 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

Location: Washougal Community Room 
Address: 1681 C Street 
Email: michelle.kunec@ci.vancouver.wa.us 
Phone: 360-619-1144 

 



 



By involving community members in planning, designing, and 
implementing park and recreation opportunities, the VCPRD 
can be more responsive, accountable, and creative in meeting 
community needs, thereby reflecting the desires of residents and 
sharing community priorities.  

Strong community collaboration brings additional resources to 
parks and recreation and enhances community ownership of 
parks, facilities, and programs.  The VCPRD will cultivate strong, 
positive partnerships to unite community efforts to acquire, de-
velop, and maintain parks, recreation facilities, and open space. 

The VCPRD will use a variety of long- and short-term funding 
strategies to provide dependable funding for parks, facilities, 
and open space acquisition, development, and maintenance.  

The VCPRD will respond efficiently and effectively to the 
community’s evolving priorities and needs.  The Department will 
be accessible and responsive to the community it serves, creat-
ing new policies and procedures in response to changing needs 
over time.    

The VCPRD will maintain and revitalize parks and facilities 
to support recreation activities, protect existing investments, 
maximize maintenance efficiencies, and improve user safety and 
accessibility.

Vancouver has a significant historical legacy and a wealth of 
cultural and historical resources.  The VCPRD will provide op-
portunities to enhance appreciation of this heritage, promote 
community stewardship and historical preservation, and provide 
high-quality cultural and historical experiences.  

The Department will promote an ethic of preservation, conser-
vation, and sustainability through outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities, environmental education, and planning, design, and 
maintenance.

The VCPRD will provide a variety of parks, recreation facilities, 
and open spaces that engage residents of all ages, abilities, 
economic and cultural backgrounds.  The Department will strive 
to make all parks, facilities, and open spaces geographically, 
physically, socially, and economically accessible to all members 
of the community.

The Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation Department (VCPRD) 
will strive to create a network of parks, recreation facilities, 
and open spaces that are connected via trails, bikeways, streets, 
bus routes, and wildlife corridors.  This network will create one 
diverse and integrated system, and provide a wider variety of 
recreation opportunities to all Clark County residents.

Reflect the community we serve.  

Provide a balanced, comprehensive, and 
interconnected park, trail, and open space system. 

  Provide diverse recreational opportunities for all 
residents.  

Be effective stewards of the land.  

  Preserve our historic and cultural heritage.    

  Maintain and enhance existing parks and 
recreation facilities.    

  Create a dynamic and effective organization.  

  Acquire adequate funding to meet community 
needs.  

Build strong partnerships.  
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What is the Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Plan?
The Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan is a document that will guide the Depart-
ment’s efforts to acquire and develop parks and open spaces, and enhance and expand recreation 
programs throughout Clark County. The Plan focuses on parks, trails, sports fields, recreation facilities, 
conservation and greenway systems, and wildlife habitat. The Plan reflects the community’s vision and 
lays out a six year roadmap to meet the park and recreation needs of the community. 

How are the community’s needs and vision reflected?
The.... including surveys, interviews, questionnaires, and public meetings. Community input is reflected in 
all parts of the plan, from its overarching vision and goals to the types of projects included. 

What does this mean for my family?
The Comprehensive Park, Recreation, and Open Space Plan envisions a variety of projects throughout 
the City of Vancouver and Clark County, including:

New Neighborhood & Community Parks
More Walking, Biking, and Hiking Trails
More Natural Areas and Places to Experience the Outdoors 
New Regional Parks
Improvements and Renovations to Existing Parks 
Additional Sports Fields, Skate Parks, and other Recreation Facilities

Action plans for each park district are also available, so you can see what is envisioned for your 
neighborhood.
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More Opportunities to Play. Learn. Relax. Exercise. Connect. Experience. 

Where does the plan go from here?**
A draft of the Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan is currently available for 
public review. A Final Draft Plan will be submitted for review and adoption to the Vancouver and 
Clark County Planning Commissions in September and the Vancouver City Council and Board of 
County Commissioners in November.

Can I still provide input? 
Sure! The back of this flyer lists ways you can provide your comments, ideas, and suggestions.
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The Vancouver-Clark Parks & Recreation Deparment 
(VCPRD) will provide high quality parks, open space, 
and recreation facilities and will strive to make 
all parks, facilities, and programs geographically, 
physically, socially, and economically accessible.  The 
VCPRD will work to hire exceptional staff, exceed 
standards, and serve as a leader in parks and rec-
reation on local, state, and national levels.

The VCPRD will build and maintain an environmen-
tally sustainable parks, recreation, and open space 
infrastructure.  With an eye to the future, the Depart-
ment will foster community stewardship, implement 
environmentally sensitive design, construction, and 
maintenance practices, and create a system of parks 
and open space that will enrich the community for 
years to come.

The VCPRD will help build a livable community that 
includes diverse opportunities for improving health 
and wellness.  The Department will support ac-
tive lifestyles by providing safe, accessible parks, 
facilities, and programs that foster physical activity, 
mental challenges, and social engagement. 

The VCPRD will continue to develop an interconnect-
ed system of parks and open space, acquiring miss-
ing links and contiguous parcels to provide maximum 
wildlife, recreation, and transportation benefits.

The Department recognizes the potential of parks, 
trails, recreation services, and open space to im-
prove the community’s attractiveness as a place to 
live and work. VCPRD will continue to work with the 
City of Vancouver and Clark County to utilize parks 
and recreation as a component of creating a vibrant 
and economically sustainable community. 

Vancouver-Clark Parks and 
Recreation will help build a healthy 

community, protect the natural 
environment, and support a high 
quality of life for all residents, by 

providing an interconnected system 
of parks, trails, recreation facilities, 

and natural areas that support 
diverse recreational programs and 
opportunities and environmental 

stewardship.

The Draft Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 
should reflect the community’s goals, values, and needs. Here are 
ways you can provide your comments, ideas, and suggestions.

Explore & Comment Online. 
The Draft Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan as 
well as information on all of our parks, trails, recreation centers, and 
programs are available online at: 

http://www.vanclarkparks-rec.org

Drop by a Local Park.
Parks & Recreation Staff will be available to discuss the plan in 
person at the following locations:
Friday, August 25th: 
 Esther Short Park   11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
 Vancouver Waterfront Trail  130 to 230 p.m.
 Fisher Basin Community Park  3 to 4 p.m.
 Wintler Community Park   430 to 6 p.m.
Saturday, August 26th: 
 Capt. William Clark Park  10 - 1130 a.m.
 Lewisville Park    12 noon – 2 p.m.
 Daybreak Park   230 – 4 p.m.
 Salmon Creek Park   430 – 6 p.m. 

Head out to the Columbian’s East Town Fest. 
Sunday, August 27th:  
Visit VCPRD’s booth at the  Firstenburg Community Center
Columbian’s East Town Fest!   700 N.E. 136th Ave
  Noon to 6 p.m.

Visit a Community Open House. 
Thursday, September 7th:  Gaiser Middle School  
  3000 NE 99th St.
  530 – 8 p.m.
Wednesday, September 13th:  Firstenburg Community Center  
  700 N.E. 136th Ave 
  630 – 830 p.m.
Thursday, September 14th:  Pleasant Valley Middle School
  14320 NE 50th Avenue
  530 to 8 p.m.

Need more information? 
Want to tell us what you think?

Recreational Opportunities

Green Infrastructure

Community Health

Economic Development

Connectivity

Or, you can contact:
Michelle Kunec, Park Planner
Phone: (360) 619-1144  Email: michelle.kunec@ci.vancouver.wa.us
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Park Development Guiding Principles 
 
A charette was held in June 2005 to help envision the future of the newly formed Greater Clark Parks District, 
and the Vancouver-Clark park system as a whole.  Over two days neighborhood association representatives, 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission members, Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation and Clark 
County Public Works staff, and leading consultants from the Portland, OR and Seattle, WA markets worked 
together to develop a set of guiding principles for future park development. 
 
Staff working on the planning and design of any new park project should try to incorporate and reflect the 
following principles in their park development work whenever appropriate. 
 
Create an integrated park network. 

• Plan property acquisition to support wildlife corridors and safe, easy pedestrian and bicycle 
connections between park properties. 

• Negotiate with developers to encourage property fronting, and road access to, parks. 
• Highlight green infrastructure (environmental resources that provide ecological services and 

connections) through thoughtful site planning and creative partnerships to protect watershed 
headwaters, manage stormwater, and restore habitat. 

 
Inspire the community through parks. 

• Provide natural lessons and instructions for people to take home with them.  Parks can bring people 
close interaction with the systems at work to protect and enhance our environment. 

• Preserve existing landmark landscapes such as oak savannahs, meadows and creeks as historic 
reminders of landscape types when the region is heavily developed. 

• Bring people and nature together in creative ways.  Interpretive signage is a low cost way to activate 
a space by educating the public about the value of a community investment in a park and their 
location in, and connection to, the greater park network. 

 
Provide a diversity of spaces and places. 

• Enhance and amplify the unique qualities of each site.  The park should tell the story of its place. 
• Consider first the trees, site grading, movement/treatment of water, and protection and enhancement 

of natural resource features.  These are the things that make a great and lasting park. 
• Create flexible spaces that can be adapted over the long term for the type of amenities and recreation 

opportunities that the public may find useful in any given era. 
 
Engage residents as park enthusiasts. 

• Recognize that memories of the experiences of our culture and landscape are what people have to 
share between generations while enjoying the parks.  These assets are our legacy. 

• Choose local artists to design integrated park elements such as bridges, kiosks, play structures, etc. 
• Incorporate neighborhood-initiated personalized elements as a way to generate additional revenue 

and connect people with their parks. 



 




