
Neighborhood and Home Safety: 

 Clear your yard and sidewalk of any obstacles or decorations that may be 

hard to see in the dark. 

 Keep your house well lighted, both inside and out. 

 Ask your Neighborhood Watch or invite the Neighbors On Watch 

(NOW) group to patrol your neighborhood. 

 Report any suspicious or criminal activity to 911. 

Trick or Treater Tips: 

 Try makeup instead of masks; it’s more comfortable and 

doesn’t obstruct vision the way masks can. 

 Check to ensure that costumes are flame-retardant so 

that kids are safe around jack-o’-lanterns, candles, and other 

flames. 

 Keep costumes short to ensure that the only trip taken is 

the one around the neighborhood. 

 Look for brightly colored costumes, attach reflector strips 

to costumes and bags, and remind trick-or-treaters to carry 

glow sticks and flashlights. 

  If a costume involves any sort of fake weapon, make sure that it is made of a flexible material such as card-

board or foam and that it is obvious that it is not real. No realistic looking weapons should ever be part of a cos-

tume! 

 Kids of all ages should trick-or-treat in groups; kids walking around alone are never as safe as those in 

groups, and especially not at night. Younger kids should be accompanied by a parent or trusted adult. 

 Review the route for trick-or-treating beforehand and set a time set when kids should be home. Also, have a 

plan if your child gets separated from his or her friends or from you. 

 Remind your children never to enter strange houses or cars. 

 If someone makes them uncomfortable or scared to say NO and RUN AWAY. Even if it means screaming, 

kicking or drawing attention.  

Check the Vancouver Police site for registered sex offenders residing in the city limits. Or visit the 
Community Notification site to search for sex offenders (Level II and III ) that are within any geograph-
ical location. You can also register to receive e-mail alerts when a Level II or Level III sex offender 
moves within your area. This Community Notification site also has safety tips, how to talk to children 

about sex offenders and warning signs.  

Happy and Safe Halloween from the Vancouver Police Department 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/police/page/neighborhood-police-officers
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/police/page/neighborhood-police-officers
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/police/page/level-iii-sex-offenders-registered-city-vancouver
http://www.icrimewatch.net/index.php?AgencyID=54462&disc=
http://www.communitynotification.com/cap_safety_3.php?office=54462

