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About the Water Center 

 

Vancouver’s Water Resources Education 

Center opened its doors in February 1996, 

in concert with a new, innovative and      

advanced nearby Marine Park Water 

Reclamation Facility. Creation of the Center 

was a critical element for the Columbia 

River Renaissance project, encouraging 

residents to rediscover our waterfront and 

re-establish the historic connection with the 

Columbia River.  

 

City of Vancouver officials realized that 

along with planning and managing water 

and sewer infrastructure to meet a     

growing population and provide          

increased economic opportunities, the City 

needs to take a strong leadership role in 

educating and advancing stewardship of 

the community’s high quality water          

resources, an important part of our        

excellent quality of life in Southwest 

Washington for residents now and in the 

future.  

 

Funding for construction of this $3.5      

million showcase water education facility 

was provided as a component of the $40 

million bond package and utility reserve 

funds secured for the new treatment plant 

construction.  

 

The Center, part of the City’s Public Works 

Department, receives ongoing funding 

primarily through Vancouver’s Water Utility 

revenues, with supplemental support from 

grants, private donations and community 

room rental  income. 

 

Over the years, the Water Center has 

played a key role in boosting awareness 

about water and has welcomed many  

visitors to this unique location along the 

Columbia River.  

Mission 

The Water Center’s mission is to teach people of  all ages how to care for and 
make wise decisions about water, one of  our greatest life-giving resources. 

Introduction 
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Water Resources Education Center 

The Water Resources Education Center 

operates within the Environmental     

Resources Division of the City of      

Vancouver’s Public Works Department.  

This division also includes the City’s   

Urban Forestry Program and Solid 

Waste Program, both of which rely on 

separate funding sources than the 

Water Center.  All of these programs 

share an educational mission related to 

communication on environmentally 

focused outcomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are also clear linkages with many 

other Public Works programs and 

services that are housed in other Public 

Works divisions. The following chart 

summarizes  important organizational 

connections important to the support of 

the Water Center’s Educational mission. 

 

 

 

Public Works Divisions and Units: 

Programs Engaged in Providing           

Water Center and Environmentally      

Related Services 

  

 

 

Note: This diagram shows only a portion of the full Public Works 

Organization and does not include sub units/programs. 
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 For 2014, the Water Resources Education 

Center took on three key challenges that 

produced notable accomplishments        

recognized at the department level. These 

included: 

 A Department of Ecology Grant was 

used to maintain and expand the scope 

of the countywide Watershed Monitoring 

Network through 2014. New features, 

such as “Connecting Schools and Families 

to Healthier Stormwater Actions,” were 

enjoyed by participating students and 

teachers. 

 The Water Center and other Vancouver 

work teams, including Urban Forestry, 

Greenway Team, Surveying, Waste 

Water Engineering, Emergency Triage, 

and Police/Crime Scene Investigation, 

came together with local schools in early 

October to offer a STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Math) 

Day/Fest. More than 300 students 

participated from seven schools, gaining 

insights to opportunities for careers. 

Videos on the Vancouver Public Schools 

Channel explain the 2014 effort, while a 

2013 video on the City’s YouTube 

Channel outlines the initial STEM Fest 

effort undertaken a year earlier. 

 The Water Center provides a quarterly 

newsletter to keep its volunteers and  

visitors informed about seasonal       

activities and events. Many of the 

volunteers have been with the Center 

since it opened. Further recognition is 

planned when the Water Center 

celebrates 20 years of operations in 

2016. 

 Another important milestone, coordinated 

by the Engineering and Construction 

Services Division through fall 2014, was 

the completion of repairs on the popular 

Renaissance Trail along the Columbia 

River. Restoration of the failing trail, 

including foundation repairs and erosion 

prevention at Tidewater Cove, involved 

two contracts totaling $2.5 million. 

 Neighboring facility, the Marine Park 

Wastewater Treatment facility, received 

the National Association of Clean Water   

Agencies Gold Award for Peak 

Performance  for its third consecutive 

year, and continued the City’s long run 

of Department of Ecology awards for 

outstanding performance and 

compliance of wastewater operations 

and treatment facility operations (nine 

consecutive years).  

 The City’s Utilities Administration was 

recognized in 2014 for continued growth 

in the Help to Others (H2O) program, 

which assisted 122 residents in critical 

need for water and sewer services. The 

program received donations of $5,667 

from 347 customers and $13,238 was 

given out during the year.  

These are just a few reasons why Water 

Center staff are proud to participate within 

the family of committed employees working 

on behalf of all of Vancouver Public Works,  

and to acknowledge the many partnerships 

the organization supports and the outcomes 

that we all accomplish through working  

together. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-AFnax7vig&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0DOJeM427U&list=PLr5UbDm6b9xjrj_3C5PkPzZRo38DfwMCn&index=19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0DOJeM427U&list=PLr5UbDm6b9xjrj_3C5PkPzZRo38DfwMCn&index=19
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Vancouver’s Water Resources Education 

Center receives funding within the City’s 

biennial budget and relies primarily 

upon the City’s Water Utility fund to 

cover operating expenses. For 2014, 

the total Water Utility fund budget was 

$29,877,000. The Water Center’s  

portion of this budget for 2014 was 

$1,303,000, representing less than   

4.4 percent of the Water Utility fund’s 

full budget. Actual Water Center     

expenditures for the year totaled 

$1,112,000, about 85 percent of the 

approved budget. The chart below  

summarizes how this money was spent. 

2014 Walk for Water 

The sources of revenues in 2014 to meet these expenditures are summarized in the following chart. 
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The noted staff costs include salaries and 

benefits for the following positions: 

 2 Water Educators 
 1 Facility/Program Coordinator 
 1 Support Specialist 
 1 Facility Assistant 
 0.5 Community Relations Specialist 
 0.5 Program Manager 
 Between 3 and 5 ½ part-time interns,     

depending on season 

In addition to City staff positions noted 

above, the operations of the Water Center 

are supported through contractors who 

work directly with schools involved in the 

Student Watershed Monitoring program 

and contracted temporary help to cover     

evening and weekend community room 

rentals. Note: Both of these are included in 

the “professional and contracted” slice of 

the expenditures graph.  

The Center also is proud to be supported 

by a great group of committed volunteers. 

In 2014, volunteers invested 441 hours in 

the Water Center at an estimated value of 

$11,784. This value is not included in the 

above graphs.  

Other support for Water Center outreach 

is provided by our many partners whose 

roles are described in the report sections 

which follow. Key information about the 

Water Center and our site environment is 

detailed below: 

 Owned and operated by the City of 

Vancouver’s Department of Public 

Works. 

 Opened: February 1996. 
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  Location: The Water Center is a part of 

the Marine Park Natural Resource Area. 

Adjacent facilities, summarized below; 

as well as the Columbia River 

Renaissance Trail and Marine Park , 

both managed by Vancouver Parks & 

Recreation; reflect ongoing City efforts 

to establish an attractive, vital and safe 

urban waterfront, restore access to the 

Columbia River and enhance historical 

and natural resources. The Center’s site 

Includes a 50-acre protected wetland 

natural area, one of the few remaining       

metropolitan area riparian/off-channel 

rearing and nesting habitats along this 

reach of the Columbia River for more 

than 120 species of fish and wildlife. 

The Center is located within the Fort 

Vancouver National Historic Site. 

 Capital Cost: $3.5 million, included in 

$40 million bond package for the    

Marine Park wastewater treatment 

plant. 

 Indoors: 16,000 square feet of floor 

area that includes the Bruce E.          

Hagensen Community Room, with      

catering kitchen, seating for 180 and 

view balconies; River and Garden 

Classrooms; Exhibit Hall; Puddles Place; 

laboratory; aquaria; and offices.     

 

 Outdoors: Backyard Wildlife Garden  

demonstrates effective native and    

climate-friendly landscaping practices; 

a Solar Panel educational exhibit,        

provided through partnership with 

Clark Public Utilities and Bonneville  

Environmental Foundation; and 3,000 

square-foot observation platform   

overlooking the wetlands and river, 

part of the Columbia River Renaissance 

Trail. Under development: An outdoor 

Classroom has recently been developed 

through a grant from the Washington        

Department of Natural Resources with 

participation of the Arbor Day      

Foundation, City Sensitive Lands Team, 

Urban Forestry Program and others. 

 Adjacent facilities: The Marine Park 

Water Reclamation Facility to the north 

and west, and the City’s Design and    

Construction Engineering Division to the 

west. The Water Reclamation Facility   

provides opportunities for student and   

community group tours and learning 

through a partnership with the         

contracted operator, currently Veolia 

Water.  

 Hours and Admission: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Monday through Friday; noon to 5 p.m., 

Saturday. Closed most holidays.       

Admission is free. 
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 Top 2014 Accomplishments & Challenges     
for Water Center Programs  

  

School Group Visits – During 2014, the Water 

Center hosted 41 classroom visits that served a 

total of 1,772 students, plus teachers and 

chaperones. Constrained school funding for   

buses has continued to impact the ability of  

some schools/teachers to travel to the site.   

 
 

March through May of 2014 was the Water 

Center’s busiest period for field trips, with an        

average of 9.7 classroom visits per month      

totaling 414 students per month. The average 

visit served 43 students. To illustrate the      

diversity and locations of schools visiting the 

Water Center during 2014, here is a list of 

schools participating in our on-site education 

options. (See School Visit Options list):  

 Woodburn Elementary 

 Slavic Christian Academy 

 Battle Ground High School 

 Burton Early Childhood Preschool 

 

 Cape Horn-Skye Elementary 

 Firm Foundation Christian School 

 Hockinson Middle School 

 Hough Elementary 

 Silver Star Elementary 

 Cedar Tree Classical School 

 Fisher’s Landing Elementary 

 Innovative Services 

 Sarah J Anderson Elementary/EOCF 

 Endeavor 

 Grass Valley elementary 

 Home School Students & Parents 

 King elementary 

 La Center Elementary 

 South Ridge elementary 

 Hathaway Elementary 

 Orchards elementary 

 Gardner School 

 Glenwood Heights elementary 

 International School 

 

School Visit Options 

 Exhibit Hall Tour 

 Theater with Evaluation Activity 

 Classroom Hands-On Activities: Plants and 

Water 

 Nature/Wetlands Tour 

 Water Reclamation Facility Tour         

(Grades 4-12) 

 Water Science Laboratory/Water Quality 

Activities (Grades 9-12) 

 Lewis and Clark Exploration (Grade 4    

Only) 

 Additional options available                    

for Partnerships in Elementary Science     

Education (PESE) 
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 School districts continue to have challenges 

funding visits to the Water Center. Center 

staff was able to support one school’s (Felida 

Elementary) science fair in spring 2014. All 

of the Water Center’s school visit options are 

designed to fit in with state, district and 

school learning objectives for various grade 

levels. 

Student Watershed Monitoring Network  

Our countywide Student Watershed 

Monitoring Network program, now in its 17th 

year, served 2,626 students from 21 schools 

and was supported by 53 teachers during 

the 2014/15 school year. Grades 3 through 

12 were represented. The program served a 

total of 103 classes, with an average of 25.5 

students per class. The  2013-2014 school 

year participation included about 3,100 

students and many of the same teachers and 

schools. Of these,  87 percent or 2,287 of the 

students involved represent County rather 

than City schools.  

A Department of Ecology grant provided key 

funding for this program from January 2014 

through February 2015 that allowed the 

program to continue operating and to 

expand content offered in a number of ways. 

The scope of this grant is discussed further in 

the Public Education and Outreach section of 

this report, and results will be posted on the 

City’s website later this spring. Clark County 

Environmental  Services contributed a budget 

of $3,000 in 2014 to help off-set the City’s 

and Ecology’s costs of offering this program, 

and it is anticipated that more County 

funding will be available in 2015.   

Watershed Congress, was held on May 23rd 

at Washington State University Vancouver, 

and involved nearly 220 students and 38 

teachers offering 46 presentations from 23 

schools (11 elementary, 8 middle and 4 high 

schools) focused on results recorded by 

students over a year of actively monitoring 

neighborhood streams.  

Congress has benefited from the 

participation of many community partners 

including: The Washington Department of 

Ecology, Watershed Stewards, Clark Public 

Utilities StreamTeam, Vancouver Watersheds 

Alliance, Columbia Springs, Clark County 

Environmental Services, Friends of Ridgefield 

National Wildlife  Reserve, Audubon Society, 

Waste Connections of Washington, City of 

Vancouver Sensitive Lands Team and Urban 

Forestry, City of Battle Ground, Battle 

Ground School District, Clark College, Clark 

Conservation District, Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, Clark County Small 

Acreage Program, WSU-Vancouver, ESD 

112, and Mt. St. Helens Institute.  

The program earns high marks year after 

year from teachers, students, parents and the 

community partners above for the many 

student learning outcomes that are achieved.  

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/connecting-schools-and-families-healthy-stormwater-actions
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 Walk-In and Community Room Visits  

A total of 5,240 walk-in visitors enjoyed the 

Water Center over the course of the year. 

These show a diverse participation: 33 percent 

preschoolers, 17 percent youth, 38 percent 

adults and 12 percent seniors. These  

percentages have remained fairly consistent 

over the past couple of years, with slight   

increases in the percentage of preschoolers 

and seniors and slight decreases in the   

percentage of youth and adult visitors for 

2014 compared with 2013. Depending upon 

their interests, visitors have access to   

educational displays, aquaria and  interactive 

exhibits, Puddles Place for preschoolers, and 

other outreach resources available in the 

lobby, exhibit area or on our grounds. A total 

of 9,624 people participated in 140 events 

booked in the Bruce E. Hagensen Community 

Room, compared with 9,051 people and 155 

events in 2013.  

Other Environmental Education 

Opportunities 

Ongoing programs and activities developed 

and/or led by Water Center staff and   

interns included: 

 Science in the Park                           

Hands-on science and nature activities 

offered by Water Center interns before 

and during Wednesday summer Noon 

Concerts at the City’s Esther Short Park. 

More than 740 children and their parents 

participated over six weekly concert 

sessions in 2014. 

 Second Saturday                              

Each month the Water Center hosts 

activities for kids and families. Attendance 

averaged about 125 visitors per month for 

10 months of the year. The 2014 

scheduled February Second Saturday was 

cancelled due to inclement  weather. For 

June 2014, the event was relocated to Fort 

Vancouver in coordination with the 

National Get Outdoors (GO) Day event, 

where our volunteer led activity was 

available to an estimated 5,000 

participants. 

 World Water Day                                  

On Saturday March 22, 2014, a Walk for 

Water event was offered at the Water 

Center. The event drew 50 people and 

great participation by families to 

experience challenges faced by other 

global communities accessing clean 

drinking water and to learn about how we 

can all help support the development of 

good infrastructure.                 

 Columbia River Watershed Festival 

Through our partnership with Columbia 

Springs, the Water Center is a lead 

sponsor for this annual event, which was 

held at Klineline Pond on September 25 

and 26, 2014. Nearly 900 local fourth 

graders participated in the two-day event,  

supported by local resource agencies who 

prepare hands-on activities/experiences 

and “edutainment” to engage students, 

teachers and adults in learning about the 

important roles of watersheds and how our 

actions can help protect them. 
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  Off-Site Partner Events                         
Center staff, interns and volunteers          
coordinated with Vancouver Urban     
Forestry and others for environmental 
education activities at events including the 
St. Paddy’s Day Event at Shorty’s 
Nursery, The Home and Garden Idea 
Fair, Stream Team Earth Day Event, 
Heritage Farm Spring Event, Get     
Outdoors Day, and the Old Apple Tree 

Festival. 

 Teacher Workshops                             
During the regular school year, the         
Water Center normally offers one or two 
daylong trainings for in-service teachers 
that enable them to deliver the “Project 
Wet” or Healthy Water Healthy        
People” (Water Quality) curriculum to 
their K-12 students. In 2014, 12 teachers            
participated in a Saturday, March 1 
training on “Places We Live”. For July    
29-31, a Project Learning Tree training 

was offered for 28 teachers.  

The training gave them engaging 
activities and concepts they can carry 
back to their classrooms. It also included 
visits to a variety of lower Columbia River 
Basin sites. This popular annual event 
provides teachers with needed clock 
hours for maintaining certifications, while 
learning about water-related topics that 
are of high interest to them and their 

students.     

 Special On-Site Events                             
The Water Center again offered a 
number of free community events in 
partnership with local agencies and 
organizations to help  connect our 
programs with new and varied audiences 

on important environmental issues. 

 14th Annual Critter Count on April 12  
Eighty-eight adults and kids traveled to 
sites throughout the community to learn 

about and observe amphibians in local        

wetlands. 

 18th Annual Sturgeon Festival          
This one-day event on Sept. 20 drew  
352 people. The family-friendly 2014 
event was once again offered in 
partnership with the Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

 Columbia Flyway Wildlife Show     
Partnered for the ninth year with the   
Feather and Quill Carvers Club to host 
their 26th annual show. Some 443 people     

attended this free two-day event.  

 

 

http://www.discoverwater.org/
http://www.discoverwater.org/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
http://projectwet.org/water-resources-education/water-quality-education/
https://www.plt.org/
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Summary of Public Education and 

Outreach Activities Supporting 

NPDES Phase II Municipal      

Stormwater Management Program 

(Permit Requirements S5 C1) 

Public education and outreach has long 

been a vital component of the City of   

Vancouver’s ongoing efforts to protect and 

enhance water resources and aquatic   

habitat. Central to these efforts are       

ongoing activities of the Water Resources 

Education Center, which is funded and    

operated directly by the City of          

Vancouver. In addition to the Water Center 

and other City departments, the City      

actively engages in community surface and 

stormwater education and outreach using a 

variety of other communication channels 

including local media advertisements,    

newspaper articles, social media and 

websites.  

The City also is an active partner with many 

other agencies in ongoing education and 

outreach programs for the community, 

including Vancouver’s Urban Forestry 

program and Urban Forestry Commission; 

the Vancouver Watersheds Alliance; Clark 

County Environmental Services; and the 

Columbia Springs Environmental Education 

Center. The following discussion of the 

Water Resources Education Center’s current 

programs and activities, as well as those of 

our partners, is organized in a different 

format than the previous Accomplishments 

section of the Annual Report in order to 

highlight in more depth how our combined 

efforts relate to both build general 

awareness among target audiences and 

help change behaviors that address  

 

stormwater-related impacts and problems.  

These shared efforts and the Public        

Education and Outreach outcomes reported 

here relate to requirements for current and 

planned activities in section S5 C1 for 

Public Education and Outreach noted in 

Vancouver’s NPDES (National Pollutant   

Discharge Elimination System) Western 

Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater 

Permit and Program Plan. We also report 

on stewardship activities undertaken by 

encouraging residents to participate in   

activities related to stream teams, storm 

drain marking, volunteer monitoring,      

riparian plantings and education activities.  

Vancouver Urban Forestry and the        

Vancouver Watersheds Alliance have    

prepared separate documents which detail 

their greatly beneficial efforts in 2014.        

Water Resources Education Center         

On-Site Activities 

K-12 Classroom Visits  

During 2014, the Water Center hosted 

field trip visits by 41 classroom teachers 

representing 1,772 students and 27 schools 

from throughout the region. These K-12 

visits to the Water Center ranged from      

two-hour visits to all-day field trips   

focused on a variety of teacher-selected 

topics intended to increase student    

awareness of water quality and other     

environmental issues and opportunities. 

School field trip options are described in 

the Center’s online Curriculum Brochure. 

Many of our field trip options complement 

Washington’s grade level learning     

standards. Water Center staff also visited 

one school (Felida Elementary) this year to   

support a student science fair. 

 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/stormwater-management-plan
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/stormwater-management-plan
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/1495/educationbrochure_2014web.pdf
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 Water Center Volunteer, Service Learning, 

and Internships  

There are a number of ways the public and 

area students participate in helping to deliver 

our programs while gaining valuable 

experience and pursuing areas of personal 

interest in learning about the environment. 

These include roles such as: 

 Second Saturday/Special Event 

Volunteers                                       

Volunteers greet and orient patrons, lead 

or assist with hands-on make-and-take 

activities and demonstrations, and help to 

educate the public about the Water 

Center and its mission. Typically, these 

volunteers each donate about 20 hours of 

service per year. 

 Garden and Wetlands Volunteers 

 Volunteers weed, cut last year’s stalks, 

help plant and generally make the wildlife 

habitat demonstration garden          

presentable for visitors. In the wetlands, 

volunteers help to remove blackberries, ivy 

and other invasive plants, as well as 

replant native species and help with hands

-on projects. Opportunities to help with the 

Water Center site are available for 

individuals, classrooms, businesses or   

other groups throughout the year. 

Typically, these volunteers also each 

donate 20 hours of service per year.  

 Special Project Volunteers                 

Volunteers work with staff on specific    

projects that may be event or exhibit-

related. Examples include monitoring 

water quality in the wetlands, helping with 

the annual Critter Count, identifying plants 

and animals in Clark County, developing 

and building displays or signs, and 

researching projects. Hours donated 

depend upon the project. 

 Water Center Interns                            

The Water Center offers both paid and 

non-paid internships for those looking to 

gain experience in areas of  science and 

environmental education aligned with their 

academic and career goals. Interns assist 

with planning and implementing  

educational and special events. They also 

help manage our site, facility or programs 

through coordination with staff and 

volunteers. The Center typically hosts three 

or four interns during the majority of the 

year, and they generally average about 

20 hours per week.                                    

 Walk-in Visitors, Special Event 

Participants, and Community Groups 

Visiting the Water Center                       

In 2014, the Water Center welcomed 

5,240 walk-in visitors to learn about our 

precious natural water resources. Through 

these informal visits to our site, the public 

had an opportunity to view our many 

exhibits, aquaria and displays. In addition, 

883 members of the community attended 

special events sponsored by the facility, 

including Critter Count - 88, Sturgeon 

Festival - 352, and Columbia Flyway 

Show - 443. These events afforded an 

opportunity to receive information on 

water quality and other environmental 

issues in a friendly, open format.          

Our website lists events that are planned 

in the coming months. 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/whats-happening-water-center
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/whats-happening-water-center
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Water Resources Education Center      

Outreach Education Activities 

Scheduled Activities for Children  

 On the Second Saturday of each month the 

Center offers a two-hour long activity time 

for kids and parents with  seasonal themes 

including: animal night habits, benefits of 

trees, wonders of water, amphibians roles 

in ecosystems, public works infrastructure, 

national Get Outdoors (GO) Day, plants 

and pollinators, Columbia Flyway, Adopt-a

-Dog month, National American Indian 

Heritage Month, and old-fashioned 

holidays. About 1,250 participants, plus 

parents and other family members, joined 

in this popular monthly program in 2014. 

Average monthly attendance was 125 for 

10 months. The February event was 

cancelled due to snow and the June event 

was relocated to Fort Vancouver National 

Park for GO day, which drew about 5,000 

participants. 

 During each Wednesday noon hour over 

six weeks, starting July 11, the Center 

offered a summer Science in the Park 

program. In 2014, a total 740 children 

enjoyed topics such as: Love Your Trees, 

Wonderful  Washington, Winter in 

Summer, Those Amazing Plants, Fossils, 

Plants and Pollinators, and Things in the 

Sky. These programs allow young children 

to gain an early appreciation for 

environmental science concepts and 

foundations. 

School (K-12) Outreach Program               

 In 2014, the Center visited Felida          

Elementary School to support their annual 

spring science fair. Some years staff visit 

schools in association with a special World 

Water Day (March 22), however, in 2014, 

that date fell on a Saturday so no school      

event was planned that year. We hope to         

return to this schedule in 2016. 

 We again participated in offering the   

Columbia River Watershed Festival in late 

September in coordination with      

partners and presented to about 200 

students at Klineline Pond over two days. 

The Center also offered a teacher 

workshop in March and a four-day Project 

Learning Tree training for teachers in late 

July 2014 that was geared toward the 

needs and interests of 28 in-service 

educators. 

Student Watershed Monitoring Network  

The Center’s Student Watershed Monitoring 

Network is in its 17th year. This countywide 

program continues to thrive and offers a key 

opportunity to introduce students to real-world 

science tied to stewardship of  water bodies 

throughout Vancouver and Clark County 

communities. Grades 3-12 from 21 schools, 

representing 53 teachers and 2,626 students, 

are involved in the program for the 2014-15 

school year. The City is the lead for organizing 

monitoring specialists to introduce teachers and 

students to key concepts and practices which 

they experience through regular monitoring in 

a location that is near their school. At the end 

of the school year, representatives from many 

of the classes participate in the regional 

Watershed Congress, held May 23rd.   

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/second-saturday-water-center
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/science-park
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/special-events-and-visiting-exhibits
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/special-events-and-visiting-exhibits
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/watershed-monitoring-network
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/watershed-monitoring-network
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Department of Ecology GROSS Grant  (Part 

of the 2013 Grants of Regional Or Statewide 

Significance program). During 2014 and into 

2015, the City of Vancouver’s Water 

Resources Education Center worked in 

partnership with Clark County Environmental 

Services and the City of Battle Ground to build 

awareness of connections between individual 

behaviors and land-based activities and their 

impacts on stormwater pollution and water 

quality.  

This funding from Washington State 

Department of Ecology supported the efforts 

of our Student Watershed Monitoring Network 

during a critical time and produced a series of 

products under the  topic of “Connecting 

Schools and Families to Healthy Stormwater 

Actions.” The products developed through this 

effort have been posted on the Water 

Center’s webpage.  

In addition to supporting the implementation of 

the  monitoring network and Watershed 

Congress during a time when Clark County 

funding was significantly reduced, this grant 

allowed the program to:  

 develop new land-based investigations;  

 document and update existing water-

based investigations;       

 provide an assessment detailing how the    

program and its student-focused 

investigations meet Washington State K-12 

learning standards;  

 design and implement a set of hands-on 

project toolkits;  

 pilot three varied approaches to offering 

Watershed Family  Science Festivals;  

 and communicate about the  project and its 

outcomes/products with other locations in 

the state. 

 

Vancouver Watersheds Alliance Volunteer 

Strategy for Community Engagement 

The Vancouver Watersheds Alliance (VWA) is 

a local 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

whose stated mission is to: Bring together and 

engage the community to protect and enhance 

the natural environment of Vancouver’s       

Watersheds. A vision statement targets 

“Rejuvenating Vancouver’s natural spaces and 

urban places.” In 2014, the VWA was       

contracted by the City of Vancouver for a fifth 

year to provide services in the areas of:   

maintaining the  non-profit organization; 

providing ongoing and special volunteer 

stewardship opportunities; offering outreach 

events and education programs; supporting      

development and implementation of the 

Project Restore program, which partners with 

private property owners in riparian areas of 

the City, including Burnt Bridge Creek, to 

undertake restoration efforts; and continuing a 

Sustainability Grants and Resources Program 

for Vancouver’s neighborhood micro grants.  

A separate document has been prepared by 

the Vancouver Watersheds Alliance which 

includes their 2014 Annual Report and the four 

quarterly reports submitted to the City of 

Vancouver during the year in fulfillment of 

their contract. That document is a very detailed 

summary of the many activities that have been 

undertaken to address target audience 

awareness and behavior change, and to offer 

stewardship activities ranging from storm drain 

marking, to riparian plantings, to education 

activities and to stream team efforts in active 

participation of restoring private properties. 

The City provided a total of $128,875 of 

support for the VWA’s contracted efforts in 

2014. Late in the year, a new five-year 

agreement with VWA was reached that will 

continue to offer these services into the future.  

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/connecting-schools-and-families-healthy-stormwater-actions
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/publicworks/page/connecting-schools-and-families-healthy-stormwater-actions
http://www.vancouverwatersheds.org/
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Columbia Springs Environmental            

Education and Outreach Program 

The City of Vancouver is one of a half dozen 

partners in the region that support the work 

of Columbia Springs Environmental Education 

Center, which provides educational, volunteer 

stewardship and related programs to school 

children, teachers and adults throughout 

Clark County. A full explanation of their   

efforts is available in their posted annual 

reports and in a short video. Water Center 

staff supports the organization and its     

programs as an active member of the      

Columbia Springs Board.  

The City’s sponsorship in 2014 was targeted 

at supporting  efforts related to the “Going 

Green” Nature (day) Camp that was offered 

for area youth (4th through 6th grade) over 

two weeks in the summer. The City also    

provides financial  support for the annual  

Columbia River Watershed Festival 

(mentioned earlier). The Watershed Festival 

rotates to a different part of the County 

each year and for the two day festival, held 

at Klineline Pond on September 25th and 

26th, reached nearly 900 4th graders who 

attended from area schools with watershed 

awareness messages.  

Other key partners for this event, besides the 

City of Vancouver,  include Clark County, 

Clark Public Utilities, US Fish and Wildlife 

and Waste Connections.  The City’s total  

support for  Columbia Springs in 2014 was 

$48,000.  

Solid and Hazardous Waste Outreach and 

Education 

The City of Vancouver participates as a 

partner in offering the regional Household 

Hazardous Waste program, that is detailed 

within the Clark County Comprehensive Solid 

Waste Management Plan, both in the     

Moderate Risk Waste Plan Chapter (11) and 

the Education & Outreach Chapter (5). Clark 

County is the designated Coordinated     

Prevention Grant (CPG) recipient for our  

region and takes the lead in directing this    

Department of Ecology funding support to 

implement quality programs related to toxics 

reduction, alternatives to pesticides, outreach 

for properly managing household hazardous 

waste (HHW) and conditionally exempt small 

quantity generator (CESQG) waste         

programs, implementing the Green       

Neighbors and Clark Green Business       

Programs as well as the Master Composter/

Recycler program.   

All of these efforts address awareness and 

encourage behavior changes for the         

targeted audiences. Besides helping to     

reduce and divert these waste streams, the 

outreach efforts are critical for informing the 

general public, homeowners and businesses 

about how their behaviors and practices can 

benefit our local water quality and ecology.  

Planned Activities for 2015 

The majority of Water Center and our    

partner activities summarized for 2014 are 

expected to continue at similar levels into 

2015. Staffing levels limit the amount of    

off-site outreach activities that can be      

offered. We are committed to maintaining 

those educational offerings which provide 

intended outcomes through continued        

participation and offer the best value to the 

community.  

Because the results of education and public 

outreach programs are often difficult to    

assess, we believe it is appropriate to     

continuously refine our measurement tools 

while also affording some comparability 

from year to year. We welcome the          

opportunity to fine tune our education and 

outreach approaches to best fulfill the        

S5 C1 NPDES Permit requirements. 

http://columbiasprings.org/
http://www.columbiasprings.org/news/annual-reports/
http://www.columbiasprings.org/news/annual-reports/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GadhbCPUEkw&feature=player_embedded
http://www.co.clark.wa.us/recycle/waste/index.html
http://www.co.clark.wa.us/recycle/waste/index.html
http://www.co.clark.wa.us/recycle/documents/Chapter111.6.15.pdf
http://www.co.clark.wa.us/recycle/documents/Chapter51..5.15.pdf
http://www.clarkgreenneighbors.org/
http://www.clarkgreenneighbors.org/
http://www.clarkgreenbiz.com/
http://www.clarkgreenbiz.com/
http://www.columbiasprings.org/programs/mcr/
http://www.columbiasprings.org/programs/mcr/
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/1125/final2014-covswmp_053014.pdf
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Water Center Contact Information  
Water Center Contact Information 

PO Box 1995 

Vancouver, WA  98668 

4600 SE Columbia Way 

360-487-7111 

Fax: 360-693-8878 

vanwrec@cityofvancouver.us 

www.cityofvancouver.us/watercenter  

 

Rich McConaghy, Environmental Resources   

Manager 

rich.mcconaghy@cityofvancouver.us 

360-619-4125 

 

Rita Davidson, Facility/Program Coordinator 

rita.davidson@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7120 

 

 

Kymberlee Elliot 

kymberlee.elliott@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7117 

 

Kari Mullikin, Facilities Assistant 

kari.mullikin@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7113 

 

Brooke Porter, Community Relations Specialist 

brooke.porter@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7116 

 

Cory Samia, Water Educator 

cory.samia@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7112 

 

Bev Walker, Water Educator 

bev.walker@cityofvancouver.us 

360-487-7114 

Key Partner Programs 

 Columbia Springs: Ongoing support is    
provided through our budget for this non-profit 
providing environmental education and youth/
teacher outreach including the annual Columbia 
River Watershed Festival offered each fall for 
area fourth graders. 

 Clark County Environmental Services:      

Provides grants and in-kind support for the 
Water Center Student Watershed monitoring 
network, Backyard Wildlife Garden, and    
manages regional sustainability, solid waste 
and hazardous waste outreach and education     
programs. 

 Vancouver Watersheds Alliance: This      

non-profit organization provides support in  
outreach and education as well as through   

selected stewardship projects and through    
developing watershed restoration efforts in co-
ordination with private property owners and 
offering sustainability micro grants to city         
neighborhood associations. 

 Event Partners: These include Washington         

Department of Fish and Wildlife (Sturgeon   
Festival – September), U.S.D.A Forest Service 
(Get Outdoors Day – June), various others 
(DNR, U.S.F.W.S., U.S.A.C.E) non-profits and 
agencies with a shared environmental focus. 

 Fort Vancouver National Historic Site: The 
Water Center is a partner in coordinating our 
outreach and education efforts with those of the 
Trust, the National Park Service, and Pearson 
Air Museum. 

 E3 Washington and Environmental Educa-

tion Association of Oregon. 

Key Program Partners 

mailto:vanwrec@cityofvancouver.us
http://www.cityofvancouve.us/watercenter
mailto:rich.mcconaghy@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:rita.davidson@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:kymberlee.elliot@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:kari.mulliken@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:brooke.porter@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:cory.samia@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:bev.walker@cityofvancouver.us

