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Urban Forestry Annual Report | City of Vancouver, Washington 

 

Vancouver’s Urban Forestry Program is 

part of the City’s Department of Public 

Works and maintains close ties to 

Vancouver Parks and Recreation.  

 

Urban Forestry seeks to improve the 

quality of life in our city by enhancing 

tree canopy to provide clean air and 

water for current city residents, visitors 

and future generations. Aesthetic, 

economic, social and environmental 

benefits associated with a healthy tree 

canopy significantly influence overall 

community health. Tomorrow’s 

community vitality is closely linked with 

today’s prudent management of the 

urban tree canopy, or green 

infrastructure.  

 

Vancouver Urban Forestry continues to 

improve both the level and quality of 

service provided to the community. In 

2014, these efforts have grown through 

the participation of countless volunteers, 

donating more than 4,424 hours of 

service, the strong support of Urban 

Forestry’s many partners and the 

continued interest and dedication of the 

community to improving Vancouver’s 

tree canopy. 

 

Vancouver’s urban forest is a healthy, 

dynamic, diverse and cohesive 

ecosystem that is valued and cared for 

through community stewardship because 

it balances economic vitality with the 

conservation of natural resources now 

and for future generations. 

 

The mission of Vancouver’s Urban 

Forestry Program is to maximize the 

aesthetic, environmental, and economic 

benefits that trees provide to City 

residents and visitors by preserving, 

managing, and enhancing existing trees 

and other vegetation and promoting the 

reforestation of the urban area, through 

an active integrated program with 

community support and participation. 

 

 Preserve existing trees and continue 

planning, maintenance and 

operating principles that improve 

canopy health. 

 Restore canopy-deficient areas 

through tree planting to provide 

equitable distribution of urban 

forest benefits to all Vancouver 

residents. 

 Promote an urban forest 

stewardship ethic within the 

community. 

 Adhere to the City of Vancouver’s 

Operating Principles and establish 

Vancouver Urban Forestry as a 

leader in Pacific Northwest 

municipal forest management. 
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Urban Forestry is supported by the 

Urban Forestry Commission, a seven-

member volunteer commission 

appointed by the Vancouver City 

Council. The Commission assists the city 

to develop good management practices 

to conserve the city’s trees and forests, 

educate citizens on the importance of 

urban trees, and organize tree 

plantings. 

 

In 2014, the City of Vancouver’s 

population was 167,400. With that 

level of urbanization comes ongoing 

impacts on the health of Vancouver’s 

tree canopy as well as opportunities to 

enhance, expand and appreciate its 

benefits.  

In 2014, the Urban Forestry Division 

employed three full-time staff, which 

equates to about 55,800 residents per 

full-time employee.  

 

Vancouver’s  urban forest comprises all 

the trees in parks, in natural areas, 

along streets, and on private property.  

 

In addition to improving the livability 

and vitality of our community, the city's 

trees - quantified as tree canopy - 

provide numerous environmental 

benefits including reductions in air 

pollution, greenhouse gases, and 

stormwater runoff. According to the 

Tree Canopy Report, there were 5,579 

acres of tree canopy in 2010.  

Vancouver’s tree canopy covers 18.6 percent of the city, 
helping to preserve watershed health and reduce runoff 

while improving the livability of our neighborhoods 
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Vancouver’s Urban Forestry Program 

preserves and enhances the urban 

forest through: 

 Assisting all City departments, 

citizens and interest groups with tree 

issues. 

 Developing and coordinating 

effective maintenance and 

stewardship programs to preserve 

existing trees and ensure the safety 

of the public.  

 Planning and managing the urban 

forest by coordinating the roles, 

responsibilities, policies and projects 

of City departments, other agencies, 

and public and private partners.  

 Documenting, inventorying and 

characterizing the health and 

condition of the urban forest. 

 Identifying areas where additional 

trees and vegetation, especially 

native and large canopy trees, are 

appropriate or can be added to 

improve and enhance the urban 

forest. 

 Administering ordinances that 

manage street trees, hazardous 

trees on private property and tree 

conservation in development 

projects.  

 Permitting all trees within the street 

right-of-way and assisting the City’s 

Community and Economic 

Development Department with 

permitting for private trees and 

hazardous trees. This permitting 

includes oversight of planting, major 

pruning, tree removal, alleviating 

hazardous conditions and mitigating 

damage to trees caused by 

development.  

 Assisting in the enforcement of 

effective regulations and in 

applying planting and design 

standards that ensure the health, 

quality and long-term benefits of 

trees.  

 Increasing awareness and 

understanding about the value and 

benefits of the urban forest through 

outreach and education.  

 Promoting proper care for the 

urban forest by instilling an 

environmental stewardship ethic 

among citizens and providing them 

with the tools and knowledge 

necessary to make sound tree care 

decisions.  

 Participating in partnerships, team 

building and networking within the 

community 

Canopy cover delivers a variety of benefits throughout 

the community and to our valuable water resources, 

including energy savings from shade, air and sound 

pollution removal and storm water runoff reduction.   
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Vancouver’s Urban Forestry benefits 

from a mix of revenues that includes the 

City’s Department of Public Works 

Stormwater Utility Fund and the City’s 

Tree Fund, for a total  budget of 

$531,735 in 2014. These funding 

sources and the 2014 expenditures are 

summarized in the following charts. 

 

Including Urban Forestry in the City’s 

Surface Water (stormwater) 

Management Plan represents a 

comprehensive watershed approach to 

improving water quality. These 

dedicated funding sources are vital to 

the success of Urban Forestry. The sound 

public investment will pay dividends for 

many years to come by effectively 

improving water quality, decreasing 

runoff and flooding, improving fish and 

wildlife habitat and assisting the 

municipality in meeting state and 

federal regulations.  

 

In addition to these dedicated funding 

sources, Urban Forestry receives 

thousands of hours of volunteer time 

and in-kind contributions from our many 

partners (see pages 23-27). These 

factors enable much more to be 

accomplished through an active, 

integrated program that has grown with 

community support and participation at 

all levels within the community. Without 

such strong support, Urban Forestry 

would not be able to accomplish its 

mission. In 2014, these in-kind 

contributions along with grants and 

donations (including those for Witness 

Trees) totaled $214,107. 

49%

8%

28%

9%
6%

2014 Expenditures 

Staff

Operating Expenses

Professional &
Contracted

(Projects)

6%

3%

91%

2014 Funding 

Realized Savings

City Tree Fund

Stormwater Utility



8 

Urban Forestry Annual Report | City of Vancouver, Washington 

 

Vancouver was recognized as Tree 

City USA for the 25th year in a row 

and received the prestigious Tree City 

USA Growth Award for the ninth year 

in a row – this occurred as a 

component of the Arbor Day ceremony 

held at Vancouver’s Esther Short Park, 

which was recognized in the prior year 

as one of 10 Great Public Spaces by 

the American Planning Association.  

The Urban Forestry Commission 

awarded the Gordon and Sylvia 

MacWilliams Evergreen (Mac) Awards 

during the community’s 2014 Arbor 

Day celebration to the Washington 

Conservation Corps AmeriCorps Crew 

and to Amy Sidran, teacher at Fort 

Vancouver High School, for all their 

efforts to advance the mission of the 

Urban Forestry Program and inspire 

the community through restoring the 

urban forest. 

Secured a Washington Conservation 

Corps Crew from Washington 

Department of Natural Resources 

funded by the 2012 Jobs Now Bill to 

multiply our efforts to improve our 

urban forest. The crew complements 

volunteer efforts to assist with planting 

projects and eradicate invasive 

species, such as English Ivy, from local 

natural areas such as Behrens Woods 

and the Water Center Wetlands. 

Planting new trees and removing 

invasive species improves tree health, 

restores the natural ecosystem and 

reduces stormwater volume. 

The Old Apple Tree Research Team, 

which includes professionals in the tree 

care and orchard industry, continued 

the rehabilitative process on the Old 

Apple Tree, all with donated services. 

The tree is considered the oldest apple 

tree in the Northwest and the matriarch 

of Washington State's apple industry. 

The City of Vancouver designed and 

implemented the city’s first rain garden 

project along 98th Avenue near 

Peterson Creek. The project included 

developing a rain garden template 

and constructing a new median and 

rain gardens. The City of Vancouver is 

under a regulatory permit issued by 

the Department of Ecology to clean up 

the waters of the state that flow 

through the city limits, this includes 

Peterson Creek. The new rain gardens 

along 98th Avenue take 

approximately 2/3 of a mile of road 

and treats the stormwater runoff onsite, 

stormwater that once flowed into 

Peterson Creek. The City of Vancouver 

developed a comprehensive rain 

garden design template that includes 

trees, and anticipates more rain 

gardens being built in the future. The 

majority of the funding for the project 

was through a grant from the 

Department of Ecology  
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Urban Forestry developed the Tree 

Canopy Achievement Program, 

TreeCAP, which recognizes property 

owners for their efforts at tree 

preservation and planting. 

Urban Forestry implemented the 

Treefund program, in which 

homeowners can plant an approved 

tree and receive a refund. Treefund 

encourages the planting of quality 

trees that will benefit our community 

for generations to come. 

The Urban Forestry Commission took a 

lead role in community outreach 

related to the Tree of Heaven and 

other invasive trees that negatively 

impact our urban community through 

presentations, media reporting and 

brochures and handouts. 

Partnered with Vancouver Watersheds 

Alliance to provide grant funding to 

help needy residents remove invasive 

Tree of Heaven from their property. 

Vancouver hosted the 35th Annual 

Pacific Northwest International Society 

of Arboriculture Conference (PNW-ISA) 

over the last weekend in September. 

Urban Forestry helped plan this 

regional conference providing a forum 

for education, networking and 

development for professionals in the 

tree care industry.  

Urban Forestry continued its 

collaboration with Friends of Trees to 

secure an AmeriCorps member for 

2015 in partnership with the 

Washington State Service Corps. 

With community support, continued to 

implement Vancouver’s Urban Forestry 

Management Plan (UFMP). This plan 

recommends directions and actions for 

Vancouver to optimize the benefits of 

trees. It incorporates an integrated and 

sustainable approach to preserving 

and enhancing the City’s urban forest 

resources over the next 20 years. 
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Vancouver was named “Tree City USA” 

for the 25th year in 2014, and 

received the prestigious Tree City USA 

Growth Award at the Arbor Day 

celebration at Esther Short Park.  

 

The City of Vancouver hosted the 

Pacific Northwest Chapter of the 

International Society of Arboriculture’s 

(PNW-ISA) Annual Training Conference 

in Fall 2014.  

 

Vancouver’s Urban Forester was 

appointment to the PNW-ISA Board of 

Directors, whose mission is to foster a 

greater appreciation of trees and 

promote the professional practice of 

arboriculture through education, 

research and technology. 

 

All Urban Forestry staff achieved 100 

percent arborist re-certification through 

the International Society of 

Arboriculture.  

Arbor Day is not like other holidays. Each of 
those reposes on the past, while Arbor Day 

proposes for the future 

-- J. Sterling Morton 
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“Winter tips for maintaining healthy 

trees” The Messenger, January. 

Article highlighting winter tree care 

tips and volunteer opportunities.  

“More wind, rain on tap,” The 

Columbian, Feb 18. Article regarding 

storms impacting trees in the region. 

“Park losing another tree,” The 

Columbian, Feb. 21. Article 

regarding loss of older Norway 

Maples in Esther Short Park due to 

storm damage. 

 “Riding bicycles, planting trees,” The 

Columbian Online, February 22. 

Article regarding volunteers planting 

trees by bike in West Vancouver. 

“Special delivery for crop of trees,” 

The Columbian, February 23. Article 

regarding the Westside Friends of 

Trees neighborhood planting and the 

bike-powered tree planting efforts. 

“Arbor Day event April 9 in Esther 

Short Park,” The Columbian online, 

March 27. Article regarding 

Vancouver’s 25th Arbor Day 

Celebration. 

“Volunteers needed for Gretchen 

Fraser Park tree planting,” Daily 

INSIDER, April 7. Article regarding 

volunteer tree planting event. 

“Celebrating Tree City,” The 

Columbian, April 10. Article 

regarding Arbor Day celebration for 

Vancouver’s 25th anniversary as a 

Tree City USA.  

“Tree-cutting may prompt fine,” The 

Columbian Online, April 24. Article 

regarding resident illegally removing  

trees on a slope near his home.   

“Presentation to focus on region’s 

tallest trees,” The Columbian online, 

May 3. Article regarding non-profit 

tree advocacy group Ascending the 

Giants work cataloging the tallest 

trees in the Pacific Northwest. 

“Master Gardener Foundation to host 

‘champion tree’ event,” The Reflector, 

May 5. Article regarding 

presentation on the biggest trees in 

the region. 

“City seeks applicants for Urban 

Forestry Commission,” Daily INSIDER, 

May 8. Article regarding filling a 

vacancy on the seven-member 

volunteer body that assists the City’s 

Urban Forestry Program in managing, 

conserving, and enhancing tree 

canopy. 

Volunteer hauling trees by bicycle to plant at the West 

Vancouver Friends of Trees planting in February. 
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“Illegal tree-felling near river raises 

man’s ire,” The Columbian Online, 

May 28. Article regarding illegal 

tree clearing along the Columbia 

River. 

“Tree-cutting triggers $28K in fines 

from Vancouver,” The Columbian, 

May 28. Article regarding citation 

issued by city to man who illegally cut 

trees on a slope near his home. 

“Pedal into the past with Vancouver 

Heritage Tree Bicycle Tour June 24,” 

Daily INSIDER, June 18. Article 

highlighting bike tour through historic 

Vancouver to see ten Heritage Trees. 

“Learn about Vancouver’s Heritage 

Trees during city-sponsored bike 

ride,” The Oregonian, June 21. 

Article regarding Heritage Tree bike 

tour of ten historic trees in Vancouver.  

“City offers Summer Street Tree 

Pruning workshop,” Daily INSIDER,  

July 22. Article regarding free 

workshop offered to residents to 

learn proper pruning techniques 

"Demonstration to show cooling 

power of trees,” The Columbian, July 

24. Article highlighting the cooling 

effect of trees in urban centers during 

hot summer months. 

“Vancouver sponsors free tree 

identification class,” The Columbian 

Online blog, July 25. Article 

regarding tree id workshop.  

“Master Gardeners prove trees are 

the coolest friends we’ve got,” The 

Columbian, Oct. 16, Bits ‘n’ Pieces. 

Article regarding the Urban Heat 

Island Effect and trees cooling 

capacity.  

“Friends of Trees plans tree planting 

Saturday,” The Columbian online, 

Nov. 7. Article inviting the public to 

participate in the volunteer tree 

planting. 
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“If trees could speak,” The Intertwine, 

August, online. Article regarding the 

benefits of trees in urban areas. 

“Trees anything but heavenly,” The 

Columbian Online, August 13, Life 

Section. Article regarding the invasive 

Tree of Heaven. 

“Volunteers sought for Vancouver’s 

NeighborWoods Stewards Program,” 

Daily INSIDER, August 18. Article 

recruiting volunteers for 

NeighborWoods program.  

“Arborists Climb into Esther Short 

Park,” The Columbian, September 29. 

Article highlighting Pacific Northwest 

Chapter International Society of 

Arboriculture Conference in 

Vancouver and the arborists 

demonstrating tree-climbing 

techniques. 

“Vancouver’s Old Apple Tree 

Celebrates 188 years,” Daily 

INSIDER, Oct 2. Article regarding 

annual festival celebrating 

Vancouver’s Old Apple Tree. 

“Not far from the tree,” The 

Columbian, Oct 5. Clark County 

section. Article regarding Old Apple 

Tree Festival and the history of the 

oldest apple tree in the Pacific 

Northwest. 

“Ailing trees taken down in Esther 

Short Park,” The Columbian, Oct 20. 

Article regarding removal of old, 

diseased trees in Esther Short Park 

and replanting with new trees. 

To exist as a nation, to prosper as a state, and to live as 

a people, we must have trees 

-- Theodore Roosevelt  
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Utilized the 2011 Tree Canopy Report 

and GIS data to identify low canopy 

areas, which have been targeted as 

high priority areas for tree planting.  

Partnered with 30 Neighborhoods and 

Friends of Trees to plant 357 street 

and yard trees during four 

neighborhood (east, west, northeast, 

and southeast) plantings.  

Secured a grant from Washington 

State Department of Natural Resources 

to help support planting projects. 

Planted 10 new trees at LeRoy 

Haagen Memorial Park with volunteers 

from Fircrest Neighborhood.  

Planted 10 new trees with students 

from Vancouver School for Arts and 

Academics at Arnada Park for their 

annual Day of Service. 

Planted 20 trees at Gretchen Fraser 

Park during the ninth annual Black 

History Month Tree Planting.  

Taught a photosynthesis activity and 

the benefits of trees to 5th grade 

students at Lincoln Elementary School, 

who helped plant 24 trees at Lincoln 

Elementary School and 10 trees at 

Lincoln Water Station.  

Planted 14 trees at Fourth Plain 

Village Church with church members 

and Rose Village Neighborhood 

volunteers. 

Taught the importance of native plants 

of the Pacific Northwest to 5th grade 

students at Burnt Bridge Creek 

Elementary, then planted one tree and 

25 shrubs at the school with the class. 

Planted 15 trees during the annual 

downtown Vancouver planting in 

partnership with the Vancouver 

Downtown Association.  

Partnered with Clark College’s 

Environmental Club, Engineering Club 

and Recreation Club to add two new 

specimen trees (Lodgepole Pine and 

Bur Oak) to Clark College’s Arboretum.  

Partnered with the Hearthwood 

Neighborhood Association and Friends 

of Hearthwood Park to plant 30 street 

trees along Hearthwood Park. 

Presented on the benefits of trees and 

proper pruning to newly trained 

Master Gardeners and planted 13 

trees at Columbia Lancaster Park. 

Community volunteer prepares a street tree for 

planting. Vancouver’s goal is to reach 28% tree 

canopy cover by 2030. Every tree counts. 
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Partnered with Marshall Community 

Center’s Summer Youth Day Camp to 

plant a tree in the Children’s 

Arboretum at Marshall Park. 

Worked with Awbrey Glen 

Neighborhood and Washington 

Conservation Corps crew to plant 11 

native trees along Southeast 25th 

Street to alleviate noise and air 

pollution from ongoing construction 

adjacent to the Awbrey Glen 

Neighborhood.  

Worked with the Unitarian Church and 

Washington Conservation Corps crew 

to plant five new trees at the church to 

provide habitat, reduce stormwater 

runoff and beautify the thoroughfare. 

Worked with the Public Works 

Operations and Washington 

Conservation Corps crew to plant 15 

new trees and 300 shrubs at Marine 

Park Boat Launch to provide habitat 

and bank stabilization to this heavily 

used park along the Columbia River. 

Washington Conservation Corps crew 

planted four trees at City Hall to 

capture stormwater, cool the parking 

lot, and provide beauty and shade. 

Partnered with Vancouver Public 

Works’ Greenway Team, Washington 

Conservation Crew, and Washington 

Department of Transportation to plant  

120 native trees and 5750 native 

shrubs at 39th Street bridge to reduce 

maintenance costs and increase storm 

water interception. 

Washington Conservation Crew 

planted three new large caliper trees 

in Esther Short Park as part of a long-

term plan to replace old, diseased 

trees with a diverse canopy that will 

continue to enhance the popular park. 

Partnered with Vancouver Watersheds 

Alliance and Vancouver Public Works’ 

Sensitive Lands Team to plant 4,600 

native trees and shrubs on National 

Make a Difference Day (Oct. 25) 

along Burnt Bridge Creek to restore the 

natural plant community. 

Partnered with Clark County Public 

Works and Washington Conservation 

Crew to plant nine street trees along 

Franklin Street. 

Worked with Washington Conservation 

Crew and Jane Webber Arboretum to 

add five new specimen trees to the 

arboretum. 

Worked with friends, family, and 

coworkers of two remarkable 

individuals to plant and dedicate new 

Witness Trees in their honor.  

Planted 25 new trees at Shahala 

Middle School to provide shade to the 

play field and increase water quality 

and air quality for all residents. 

Worked with volunteers, contractors, 

and city staff to plant 105 trees at 12 

public property sites.   

Distributed 200 native tree seedlings 

for planting on private property as 

part of Arbor Month and Earth Day. 

Over 100 street trees were planted 

along East 33rd Street in Rose Village 

as part of a traffic calming grant from 

the Neighborhood Traffic Safety 

Alliance. 
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Achieved 96 percent survival of newly-

planted large caliper trees through the 

critical first summer. 

Maintained and monitored all 2009 

through 2014 plantings to ensure 

survival.  

Coordinated several invasive species 

removal work parties, including No Ivy 

Day, with 151 adult and 770 youth 

volunteers contributing more than 

1,700 hours.  

Partnered with volunteers from more 

than 65 community groups, resulting in 

4,995 donated hours on Urban 

Forestry projects. The value of this 

donated time exceeds $133,000. 

Pruned 440 young trees to improve 

structure, focus growth, reduce storm 

damage and improve the health of the 

trees as they mature to maximize the 

benefits of trees. 

With the assistance of Washington 

Conservation Corps crew, planted 

hundreds of native trees and shrubs 

throughout Vancouver. 

Supported a summer internship position 

to assist staff with young tree care 

while providing an opportunity for a 

college student to learn about tree 

care and Urban Forestry. 

Maintained positive relationships with 

multiple local contractors to ensure that 

contractual obligations are being met 

on all urban forestry projects. 

 

Removing invasive vegetation and 

replanting with native plants 

reduces stormwater volume, filters 

stormwater pollutants, and cools 

the air and our streams. These 

Pacific Northwest friendly plants 

need little or no fertilizer and less 

water to flourish. 



17 

Urban Forestry Annual Report | City of Vancouver, Washington 

 

Responded to more than 2,990 

requests for service and completed 

more than 881 site visits for citizens 

with 97 percent customer satisfaction. 

Worked with 686 adult and 1,213 

youth volunteers contributing a total of 

4,424 hours at tree planting and 

restoration events.  

The Urban Forestry Commission 

volunteered a total of 571 hours to 

further the Urban Forestry program’s 

mission. 

Partnered with the Clark County 

Master Gardener program to develop 

and present fruit tree workshops to 

encourage proper fruit tree care. 

Continued an outreach strategy to 

raise awareness of tree permits and 

proper tree care. The strategy 

included ads in The Columbian and 

Qwest Dex Yellow Pages, press 

releases and articles in neighborhood 

newsletters.  

With partner support, continued the 

grass-roots tree awareness campaign, 

“Think Before You Top – Get the 

Facts”, to discourage topping and 

promote proper tree pruning.  

Collaborated with Arborscape Tree 

Care to publish an article on proper 

pruning and tree care in the NW 

Renovation magazine, a regional home 

improvement magazine. 

Staff led a bike tour through 

downtown Vancouver discussing the 

historical and arboricultural 

significance of Heritage Trees 

Staff and Commissioners attended 11 

neighborhood association meetings, 

presenting to over 239 residents with 

information about efforts and benefits 

of improving the community’s urban 

forest. 

Partnered with the Central Park 

Neighborhood Association on a Tree 

Walk through the Old City Cemetery.  

The collaboration highlighted the old, 

historic trees and the Witness Tree 

Program . 

Partnered with the Arnada 

Neighborhood Association and the 

Clark County Historical Museum on a 

tour of Arnada neighborhood gardens 

and significant trees. 

Continued the Tree Talk workshop 

series, attended by more than 400 

individuals.  

Partnered with the Master Gardener 

Foundation and Ascending the Giants 

on a presentation about significant 

trees of the Pacific Northwest. 

 

Urban Forestry staff leads the annual Heritage Tree 

Bike Ride, a 4-mile loop around the Heritage Trees in 

Downtown Vancouver. 
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Surveys at TreeTalk workshops and 

NeighborWoods trainings showed 31 

percent of participants reported an 

increase in awareness the role trees 

have in improving our water quality 

and the active steps they can take to 

improve watershed health. Thirty-four 

percent of participants reported they 

were made aware that tree 

preservation is a best management 

practice for Low Impact Development. 

Staff held 52 educational 

presentations or events throughout the 

community on proper tree care, tree 

benefits and tree planting 

opportunities, reaching more than 

4,900 people.  

CVTV produced a video on the 

Heritage Tree Bike Ride, an annual 

event that visits 10 Heritage Trees on a 

4-mile guided tour through downtown 

Vancouver. 

Presented on the benefits of trees in 

our watersheds to 400 fourth graders 

from Vancouver and Evergreen school 

districts at the annual Columbia River 

Watershed Festival. 

Staff facilitated presentations and 

workshops given by local students on 

the health and restoration opportunities 

of watershed sites monitored by the 

students at the annual Watershed 

Congress. 

For the ninth year, Urban Forestry had 

a booth at Clark Public Utilities’ Home 

and Garden Idea Fair. Urban Forestry 

and Water Center volunteers staffed 

the booth for the three-day event.   

Partnered with the Greenway Sensitive 

Lands Team to host a native plant 

identification walk along Burnt Bridge 

Creek Trail. Following the walk, 67 

percent of the participants reported 

they had become more aware of their 

ability to help manage stormwater and 

protect water quality by preserving 

trees and native vegetation on their 

property, and 100 percent of 

participants were aware of the 

potential for pet waste contamination 

of water quality, regardless of where 

the pet waste is left. 

Partnered with other City departments 

to host the annual STEM Fest. Urban 

Forestry presented a tree biology and 

proper pruning workshop to students 

from three area high schools. 

Staff unveiled two new programs to 

encourage residents to plant new trees 

and care for existing trees, Treefund 

and TreeCAP.  

Partnered with Master Gardener 

Program to bring awareness about the 

Urban Heat Island effect and the role 

trees play to cool our urban centers. 

Partnered with the Intertwine Alliance 

to host a Clark County Summit to build 

a stronger network of providers in the 

region to advance environmental and 

parks initiatives.  

The Urban Forestry Commission held a 

workshop with City Council on April 7 

as part of Arbor Month and shared the 

2013 Annual Report as well as new 

programs such as TreeCAP, TreeFund 

and Invasive Trees.  
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Engaged the public at more than 20 

community events, including Arbor Day, 

Sturgeon Festival, National Get 

Outdoors Day, Noontime Concerts, St 

Paddy’s Day Event, Columbia River 

Watershed Festival and the annual 

Old Apple Tree Festival 

CVTV produced a video on the Old 

Apple Tree Festival, an annual festival 

celebrating Vancouver’s rich heritage, 

held on October 4th. 

Trained 13 new volunteers through the 

NeighborWoods Program to become 

educated leaders and advocates for 

tree care and planting.  

Partnered with the International 

Society of Arboriculture Pacific 

Northwest Chapter to host the annual 

Conference and Tree Climbing 

Competition providing professional 

educational and networking 

opportunities to hundreds of tree care 

professionals from around the region.  

Partnered with Master Gardeners on a 

Fruit Tree workshop and Proper 

Planting workshop as part of our 

TreeTalk series.  

Assisted Oakbrook Neighborhood 

Association in updating their 

Neighborhood Action Plan by including 

urban forestry elements.  

Hosted Friends of Trees’ annual 

Vancouver crew leader training. Thirty 

volunteers participated and are now 

equipped to lead planting crews at 

future neighborhood plantings.  

Partnered with the Cascade Park 

Library to have an Urban Forestry 

display prominently showcased in the 

entry to the library highlighting the 

benefits of trees and proper tree care. 

Increased partners by branching out 

into the community to build support 

around common goals.  

Migrated the Urban Forestry website 

to the new City site. Improved access to 

information and customer service 

through the new site and new pages.  

Staff presented at the Washington 

Department of Natural Resources 

Southwest Washington Urban Tree Risk 

Workshop on hazard tree risk. 

The Urban Forestry Commission held a 

joint meeting with the Planning 

Commission in April. 

Staff held a workshop with the City of 

Milwaukie, OR to advise on Urban 

Forestry programming and the 

Heritage Tree Program. 

With the support of the Urban Forestry 

Commission, staff updated the Work 

Plan for the 2015-16 biennium.  

Poster of the Old Apple Tree Festival created by 9-

year old student during Marshall Youth Day Camp’s 

environmentally themed week.  
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   Actual 

2013 

Goal 

2014 

Actual 

2014 

Outcome THE PUBLIC IS INVOLVED IN ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

Calls for assistance & information 

Site inspections 

Average response time (site inspections) 

Customer satisfaction as rated by program participants (new) 

Presentations and educational events 

URBAN FORESTRY ADMINISTERS A VIABLE VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

Volunteers trained (unique) 

Volunteers participating (adults)  

Volunteers participating  (youth) 

 

2,578 

859 

8 days 

98% 

61 

 

11 

745 

1,017 

 

Work Load 

Work Load 

8 days 

75% 

25 

 

10 

200 

100 

 

2990 

881 

10 days 

97% 

52 

 

13 

686 

1213 

Outcome THE PUBLIC TREES MANAGEMENT PROGRAM IS EFFECTIVE 

Acres of  total tree canopy based on latest GIS report (2011) 

Technical reviews of  projects completed on time 

YOUNG TREE SURVIVAL IS IMPROVING 

Trees monitored (all projects in 5 year cycle) 

Survival rate of  new trees 

Trees pruned to improve health 

Estimated acres of added canopy from monitored trees at maturity 

NEW TREES ARE ADDED TO THE EXISTING CANOPY 

Restoration projects (contractor, volunteer, youth) 

Trees planted 

Tree seedlings and shrubs planted 

Other plants distributed or planted 

Native species composition of  new plants 

Estimated increase in tree canopy this year, in square feet 

 

5,579 

137 

 

4,889 

97% 

623 

79 

 

36 

1,101 

255 

200 

>50% 

13,762 

 

5,425 

75 

 

3,750 

≥95% 

≥500 

60 

 

10 

750 

500 

500 

50% 

9,375 

 

5,579 

199 

 

5022 

96% 

440 

81 

 

38 

956 

6,075 

200 

>50% 

11,950 

Outcome URBAN FORESTRY IS A GOOD INVESTMENT 

Value of  grants, donations, sponsorships, and reductions 

Estimated value of benefits provided by newly planted trees over a 40 year period* 

Value of  program per tree cost (planted and maintained for 5 yrs) 

 

$117,955 

2.2 million 

$440 

 

 

 

$35,000 

1.6 million 

$700 

 

 

 

$214,107 

1.9 million 

$574 

*Based on data from Western Washington and Oregon Community Trees Guide: Benefits, Costs and Strategic Planting 
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Having a healthy urban forest in 

Vancouver builds a strong sense of 

community and improves quality of life 

for residents.  

 

Urban trees can help the city manage 

stormwater as part of an integrated 

stormwater management plan to 

improve water quality, reduce 

pollutants and enhance wildlife habitat. 

Increased tree canopy aids in Clean 

Water Act, Clean Air Act, and 

Endangered Species Act compliance.  

 

Other benefits of urban trees include 

city beautification, downtown 

revitalization, increased civic pride, 

outdoor recreation opportunities, 

natural resource education, air quality 

improvement, energy conservation, 

shading and cooling, and many other 

environmental, social and economic 

benefits. Tree benefits can be optimized 

by reversing the trend of declining tree 

canopy within the city. 

 

The 956 new trees planted in 2014 can 

be expected at maturity to intercept 

approximately 726,560 gallons of 

stormwater annually, equal to more 

than three and a half Marshall Center 

swimming pools, and absorb more than 

9,560 lbs. of pollutants each year from 

the air we breathe. 

 

Overall, these 956 new trees as they 

mature will provide greater than $1.9 

million worth of benefits, a 250 percent 

return on this wise investment.  
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 The average tree absorbs 10 

pounds of pollutants from the air 

each year. 

 Trees reduce the energy needed to 

heat and cool our homes by 15 to 

35 percent nationwide. 

 The leaves of a mature tree 

intercept an average of 760 

gallons of rainfall a year, reducing 

flooding, erosion and pollution from 

runoff.  

 A typical tree produces about 260 

pounds of oxygen each year. Two 

trees can supply a person’s oxygen 

needs. 

 An average tree assists in reducing 

greenhouse gas concentrations by 

absorbing 26 pounds of carbon 

dioxide per year. 

 Trees contribute to neighborhood 

livability. They reduce city noise and 

glare, and they calm and slow 

traffic.  

 Trees improve habitat for 

endangered fish, migratory birds 

and other wildlife.  

 Trees stabilize soil, reduce erosion, 

and mitigate flooding.  

 For every dollar spent on 

Vancouver's urban forest, $2.50 in 

value is returned in benefits such as 

energy conservation, stormwater 

abatement and pollution reduction. 

 Unlike many other investments that 

depreciate, a tree's value increases 

with each passing year. Houses on 

tree-lined streets command prices 

that are up to 20 percent higher 

than houses in neighborhoods 

without trees. 

 

The best time to plant a tree was twenty 

years ago. The second best time is now.  

-- Chinese proverb 
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 Urban Forestry strongly values our relationships with our community partners. We rely 

heavily on both volunteers and partners to help us achieve our mission. Your business or 

organization can improve the quality of life in Vancouver by becoming a partner and 

sponsoring a tree planting project or supporting other program goals.   

 

 

Airport Green Neighborhood Association 

Arnada Neighborhood Association 

Bella Vista Neighborhood Association 

Burnt Bridge Creek Neighborhood Association 

Carter Park Neighborhood Association 

Cascade Highlands Neighborhood Association 

Central Park Neighborhood Association 

Ellsworth Springs Neighborhood Association 

Fircrest Neighborhood Association 

First Place Neighborhood Association 

Fisher’s Creek Neighborhood Association 

Fisher’s Landing East Neighborhood Association 

Fourth Plain Village Neighborhood Association 

Fruit Valley Neighborhood Association 

Hearthwood Neighborhood Association 

Hough Neighborhood Association  

Hudson’s Bay Neighborhood Association 

Image Neighborhood Association 

Lewis and Clark Woods Neighborhood Association 

Lincoln Neighborhood Association 

Maplewood Neighborhood Association 

Marrion Neighborhood Association 

Meadow Homes Neighborhood Association 

Northfield Neighborhood Association 

North Image Neighborhood Association 
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Northwest Neighborhood Association 

Oakbrook Neighborhood Association 

Ogden Neighborhood Association 

Parkway East Neighborhood Association 

Riverridge Neighborhood Association 

Rose Village Neighborhood Association 

Shumway Neighborhood Association 

Vancouver Heights Neighborhood Association 

Village at Fisher’s Landing Neighborhood Association 

Wildwood Neighborhood Association 

American Legion 

Americans Building Community 

American Red Cross of Southwest Washington 

Ascending the Giants 

Bike Clark County 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Southwest Washington 

Clark County Historical Museum 

Columbia River Mental Health 

Columbia Springs Environmental Education Center 

Friends of Trees 

Gifford Pinchot Task Force 

Greater Vancouver Chamber of Commerce 

Home Orchard Society 

International Society of Arboriculture 

Master Composters and Recyclers  

NAACP Vancouver Branch 

National Arbor Day Foundation 
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Pacific Northwest Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture 

Parks Foundation 

Shift 2 Bikes 

Southwest Washington Arborists Association 

The Confluence Project 

Urban Abundance 

Vancouver Lions Club 

Vancouver Rotary Club  

Vancouver Audubon 

Vancouver Downtown Association 

Vancouver Watersheds Alliance 

Vancouver USA Regional Tourism 

Washington Community Forestry Council 

Washington Trails Association 

 

Fourth Plain Baptist Church 

New Heights Church 

Real Life Church 

Shiloh Fellowship 

St Joseph Catholic Church 

St Lukes Episcopal Church 

Evergreen Bible Church 

Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

Another Shade of Blue Grass 

Clark County Antique Equipment Association 

On a Lark 

Project Youth 

Washington Old Time Fiddlers Association 
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City of Portland, Environmental Services 

City of Portland, Urban Forestry Division 

City of Vancouver, City Manager’s Office 

City of Vancouver, Community Development Department 

City of Vancouver Neighborhood Traffic Safety Alliance 

City of Vancouver, Office of Neighborhoods 

City of Vancouver Parks and Recreation Commission 

City of Vancouver Planning Commission 

City of Vancouver, Public Works 

City of Vancouver, Vancouver Parks and Recreation (formerly Vancouver-Clark) 

City of Vancouver, Water Resources Education Center  

Civil Air Patrol, Fort Vancouver Composite Squadron 

Clark College 

Clark College Engineering Club, Environmental Club, and Recreation Club 

Clark County Environmental Services 

Clark County Historical Society 

Clark County, Restorative Community Service Program 

Clark Public Utilities 

Clark/Vancouver Television (CVTV) 

Evergreen School District 

Fort Vancouver National Trust 

Fort Vancouver Regional Library District 

National Park Service 

USDA Forest Service 

USDA Coalition of Minority Employees 

Vancouver School District 

Washington Department of Natural Resources, Urban & Community Forestry program 

Washington Department of Transportation 

Washington Conservation Corps (AmeriCorps) 

Washington Service Corps (AmeriCorps) 

Washington State University, Fort Vancouver Mobile Project 

Washington State University Clark County Extension Service, Master Gardeners  

Washington State University Clark County Extension Service, Master Food Preservers 
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AAA Journey’s Magazine 

Al Angelo Company 

Arborscape LTD 

Arborsmith Tree Care 

Autumn Arborcare 

Bartlett-Collier Arbor Care 

The Columbian 

Downtown Vancouver Coop Preschool 

East West Martial Arts 

H & H Wood Recyclers, Inc 

Integrity Tree Care 

Joe’s Farm 

Kunze Farms 

New Seasons 

The Portland Mercury 

Regal Cinemas Cascade Stadium  

River Maiden Coffee 

Safeway 

SEH America 

Seize the Bagel 

Shorty’s Nursery 

Starbucks Coffee 

Sunrise Bagels 

Teragan & Associates 

Torque Coffee 

Vancouver USA Regional Tourism Office 

Waste Connections 

Washington State Visitors Guide 

Whole Foods 

Yard ‘n Garden Land 



28 

Urban Forestry Annual Report | City of Vancouver, Washington 

 

Established for the purpose of managing, conserving and enhancing the existing trees located in 
the parks and public areas owned by the City of Vancouver and in public rights of way, and 
thereby enhancing the appearance of the city and protecting an important environmental and 
economic resource for the benefit of the city’s residents and visitors, and for the purpose of 
assisting property owners and public agencies to improve and maintain trees in a manner 
consistent with adopted city policies. Six members appointed by City Council to four-year terms 
and one member appointed as liaison by Vancouver Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 

(VPRAC).  

 

Meets Third Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m., City Hall, 415 W. Sixtth Street. 

 

Current Membership of the Vancouver Urban Forestry Commission: 

    Tim Carper, Chair     

    Dale Erickson, Vice-Chair 

    Susan Sanders    

    Jean Akers  

    Dawn Freeman      

    Jacob Sigo 

    Kelly Bolan, VPRAC Liaison     

        

Immediate past members of the Commission completing their service in 2014: 

Monica Neice    Terry Toland 
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PO Box 1995 

Vancouver, WA 98668 

Fax: 360-487-8305 

www.cityofvancouver.us/urbanforestry 

 

Charles Ray 

Urban Forester 

Phone: 360-487-8328 

charles.ray@cityofvancouver.us      

 

Jessica Antoine  

Urban Forestry Outreach Coordinator 

Phone: 360-487-8308 

jessica.antoine@cityofvancouver.us 

   

Nicholas Redmond  

Urban Forestry Specialist 

Phone: 360-487-8332 

nick.redmond@cityofvancouver.us 


