
City Fact Sheet

Brief History and Current Issues
From the west to the east, 39th Street runs through the Lincoln Neighborhood and into a small portion of 
the Fruit Valley Neighborhood. It borders Shumway and Rose Village neighborhoods and also serves other 
neighborhoods to the north and south, including Northwest Neighborhood and a small portion of West 
Minnehaha Neighborhood. It connects directly to Interstate 5 and State Route 500.  

Arterial Classification
•	 39th	Street	has	been	classified	as	a	minor	arterial	for	many	years	and	is	expected	to	remain	so.	Minor	

arterials are intended to accommodate vehicle trips in the form of passenger cars, trucks and buses, as 
well	as	provide	for	bicycles	and	pedestrians.	The	travel	corridor	operates	as	a	system,	moving	traffic	
from principal arterials to collectors and residential access streets, connecting neighborhoods, and 
serving	secondary	traffic	generators,	such	as	community	areas,	schools and shopping. Minor arterials 
also	serve	through	traffic	and	provide	direct	access	to	commercial,	industrial	and	office	uses.	Arterial	
status makes 39th Street eligible for federal and state grant funding and elevates its priority for 
pavement management and snow removal/deicing.

•	 Classifications	are	administratively	reviewed	in	accordance	with	state	and	federal	classification	system	
guidelines and processes, and adopted by the City Council as part of the Vancouver Comprehensive Plan 
and the annual Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). City staff may, upon periodic review, recommend 
classifications	consistent	with	all	guidelines.	Any	change	must	be	approved	by	the	City	Council.	City	staff	
have	previously	reviewed	the	classification	and	determined	39th	Street	is	classified	correctly.

WSDOT 39th Street Bridge/Rail Overpass 
•	 In November 2010, Washington Department of Transportation (WSDOT) completed construction 

of a new vehicle/pedestrian/bicycle bridge over railroad tracks at the West 39th Street crossing. 
Total project cost was more than $19 million. The bridge increased safety by eliminating an at-
grade vehicle crossing and helped reduce rail congestion. It also provided greater connectivity for 
Fruit Valley and Lincoln neighborhoods, which was discussed by residents during the design process. 
Increased usage of 39th Street was anticipated as a result of project.

•	 The	39th	Street	bridge	is	part	of	WSDOT’s	approximately	$150	million	Rail	Bypass	Project	to	
reduce	rail	congestion	and	increase	safety	for	one	of	the	Pacific	Northwest’s	busiest	rail	yards.	Rail	
construction	is	expected	to	continue	through	spring	2016.	More	information	is	available	online	at	www.
wsdot.wa.gov/projects/rail/pnwrc_vancouver.
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Pedestrian and Traffic Safety Improvement Project  
•	 Anticipated	increased	traffic,	particularly	truck	traffic,	as	a	result	of	WSDOT’s	West	39th	Street	

bridge project was the impetus for a City of Vancouver 39th Street safety project. City staff worked 
with neighbors for several years in advance of the overpass changes.

•	 In May and June of 2009, representatives from the Lincoln, Shumway, Rose Village and West 
Minnehaha neighborhood associations participated in a working group to identify various roadway 
improvement	alternatives,	including	curb	extensions	and	permanently	mounted	radar	boards.		Three	
public	meetings	were	held	in	August,	September	and	November	to	solicit	feedback	from	residents	
along the corridor. Staff also met with property owners concerned about losing parking along 39th 
Street and talked with bicyclists who use the east/west corridor. Minor adjustments were made to the 
original proposal to accommodate requests where feasible. 

•	 Together,	the	Lincoln	Neighborhood	Association	and	City	obtained	grants	to	fund	the	39th	Street	
pedestrian	and	traffic	safety	project,	which	cost	$600,000.	The	project	was	completed	in	2011	and	
included	ADA	upgrades,	signing,	striping,	stormwater	and	pedestrian	signal	improvements.

Traffic Complaint Hotline: (360) 487-7402  
•	 The	Traffic	Complaint	Hotline	is	a	valuable	tool	Vancouver	residents	can	use	to	help	address	speeding	

concerns.	The	Hotline	is	maintained	by	Vancouver	Police	Department	(VPD)	and	allows	citizens	to	leave	a	
recorded	message	about	specific	traffic	concerns.	Please	provide	a	detailed	message	that	includes	your	
name,	address,	phone	number,	specific	location	of	problem,	vehicle	description	if	applicable,	and	specific	
time (30-minute to 1 hour window) and day of week when most speeding occurs. These details will assist the 
officer	in	the	ability	to	respond	and	gather	more	information	where	needed.	The	VPD	Traffic	Enforcement	
Unit	also	includes	one	commercial	enforcement	officer	who	deals	specifically	with	commercial	trucks.	



39th	Street	-	Brief	History	and	Current	Issues	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 3

Traffic Volumes and Speeds
To	better	understand	traffic	on	39th	Street,	the	City	looked	at	traffic	and	speed	data	prior	to	WSDOT’s	
construction	of	the	West	39th	Street	bridge	and	in	a	recent	traffic	count.	Speeds	shown	represent	85	
percent	of	all	vehicles	during	the	count,	following	traffic	engineering	standards.	The	chart	below	shows	
comparisons	from	two	intersections	on	39th	Street	-	the	first	at	Kauffman	and	the	second	at	Washington.		

39th St and Kauffman  2007 2013
Total	Daily	Traffic	Volumes 7,179 8,398
Traffic	Speed	of	85% 32 mph 31 mph

39th St and Washington 2009 2013
Total	Daily	Traffic	Volumes 9,067 10,953
Traffic	Speed	of	85% 32 mph 31 mph

•	 The	comparison	shows	traffic	has	increased	over	the	4-6	year	time	span	as	anticipated,	but	remains	
well	within	what	is	expected	for	minor	arterials.	Traffic	speeds	for	85	percent	of	vehicles	remain	about	
the same, in general, and continue to be slightly more than the posted 25 mph levels, which is lower 
than most arterials in Vancouver.

•	 Please	note:	Traffic	volumes	are	affected	by	various	factors,	including	changes	in	demographics,	eco-
nomic	conditions,	and	travel	patterns	on	local	streets,	SR	500,	and	nearby	I-5.	Traffic	count	measure-
ments	can	vary	daily	(+/-	5%),	and	by	day	of	week.	

Truck Traffic   
•	 39th	Street	is	an	arterial	street,	open	to	both	commercial	and	residential	vehicles.	Anticipated	in-

creased	traffic,	particularly	truck	traffic,	as	a	result	of	WSDOT’s	West	39th	Street	bridge	project	led	
to	the	City’s	39th	Street	Traffic	Safety	and	Pedestrian	Project.	The	following	chart	shows	comparisons	
from	two	intersections	on	39th	Street	-	the	first	at	Kauffman	and	the	second	at	Washington.	The	term	
‘trucks’	on	this	chart	refers	to	vehicles	with	four	or	more	axles. 

39th St and Kauffman  2007 2013
Total Truck Volumes 115 311
%	of	Total	Traffic 1.60% 3.70%

39th St and Washington 2009 2013

Total Truck Volumes 305 622
%	of	Total	Traffic 3.36% 5.6%

To request other formats, please contact:
Public Works Administration
(360) 487-7130 | WA Relay: 711

Vancouver Public Works Contact Information:
Loretta Callahan, Public Info/Community Relations
360-487-8255 | loretta.callahan@cityofvancouver.us

Brooke Porter, Outreach Coordinator
360-487-7116 | brooke.porter@cityofvancouver.us

Note: Information in tables above corrected 
by City of Vancouver Traffic Engineering in 
February 2014. 


