
About Roundabouts Benefi ts in Brief
Roundabouts reduce many of the 
safety hazards associated with tra-
ditional intersections and lower 
overall vehicle delays, which reduce 
emissions and add capacity. They 
increase safety by limiting vehicle 
movements to right turn only. Elimi-
nating left turns across traffi c, com-
mon in traditional intersections, re-
duces the frequency and severity of 
collisions. Roundabouts planned as 
part of the project include:

• NE 32nd Circle – This single-
lane roundabout was originally 
planned near NE 34th Street.

• NE 39th Street – Two-lane 
roundabout

• NE 44th Street –  Single-lane 
roundabout

• NE 49th Street – This existing 
two-lane roundabout will be 
more fully developed.

• The improved roadway, coupled with 
access management measures, will 
help handle increased traffi c vol-
ume.

• The center median will help main-
tain continual traffi c fl ow and in-
crease safety by preventing left-
turns into and from driveways and 
side streets.

• Roundabouts will provide turn-
arounds to minimize out-of-direc-
tion travel while improving traffi c 
fl ow and safety in the neighbor-
hood.

• Sidewalks and bike paths will in-
crease safety for pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

• Designing private property driveway 
turnaround/maneuvering areas will 
eliminate cars backing onto the 
roadway, which can compromise 
traffi c fl ow and safety.
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Look for this icon on the City's web site 
and sign up for project updates.

the corridor. This dialogue has resulted 
in ongoing refi nements to the project 
design. In the vicinity of the proposed 
new NE 44th Street roundabout, City 
staff are continuing to work with own-
ers of corner properties at that intersec-

tion to refi ne the design 
and reduce the impact to 
or avoid full acquisition of 
their properties.

Narrowing the center 
median means less right 
of way will be required in 
some areas. 

A previous draft design, 
prior to the current refi ne-
ment, called for an 8-foot 
landscaped median from 
NE 28th Street to NE 39th 
Street and a 2-8 foot me-
dian from NE 39th Street 
to NE 49th Street. Median 
approaches to the new 

roundabouts will still broaden beyond 
the 2-foot width.

Savings from recent design 
changes estimated at $500,000 

Recent changes to the design of the 
137/138th Avenue Improvement 
Project will reduce impacts to prop-
erties lining the cor-

ridor while saving money. 
These changes result from 
design refi nements, input 
provided by local property 
owners and stakeholders, 
and a “Value Engineering” 
study of the proposed im-
provements. 

The changes include 
moving one of the pro-
posed new roundabouts 
near NE 34th Street to NE 
32nd Circle and narrow-
ing the proposed center 
median to two feet wide 
for the entire length of the 
project corridor. 

Both revisions, and the narrowing 
of the median in particular, will reduce 
the impact to abutting properties, both 
in property acquisition and physical 
impacts and encroachments. Savings 
that will result from these recent design 
changes are estimated at $500,000.

Throughout the planning and de-
sign stages, which started in late 2007, 
the project team has regularly met with 
and listened to property owners along 

Next Open House

Late 2009/
Early 2010
Check your mailbox for 

an upcoming project notice 
with more details.

Design changes lessen impacts, save money 

What is Value Engineering?

Value Engineering is a process that brings a fresh perspective to a project 
to ensure the highest and best standards are used to design the job for 
the best value. The process was originally developed during World War 

II and is standard practice in many industries. For the NE 137/138th Avenue 
Improvement Project, a Value Engineering study is required as part of the fund-
ing package. 

Facilitated by an independent engineering fi rm, the study brought together 
outside experts and project team members in late March 2009 for an intensive 
three-day examination and discussion of the project. They reviewed project de-
signs, reports, options analysis, and other documents, discussed the project’s 
fi ne details, and brainstormed alternative approaches. 

A Value Engineering study determines the key functions of a project and fi nds 
methods for achieving those functions at a realistic cost without jeopardizing 
the project purpose and need. One result of the NE 137/138th Avenue study 
was the decision to narrow the center median to two feet, resulting in an esti-
mated savings of  $500,000.

The most recent design 
moves one of the new 

roundabouts from near NE 
34th Street to NE 32nd 
Circle (see map inside).

NE 137th/138th Avenue 
Improvement Project

See inside 
for details 
on recent 

design 
changes.

www.cityofvancouver.us/137-138Ave
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Other design details that remain un-
changed from the previous draft design 
include:

• One 14-foot travel lane along with 
a 6-foot bike lane for a combined 
20-foot width in each direction.

• 6-foot wide detached sidewalk on 
each side of the road from NE 28th 
Street to NE 39th Street. 4.5-foot 
wide planter strip on each side of 
the road between the curb and side-
walk for this section of roadway.

• 8-foot wide attached sidewalk on 
each side of the road for most of  
137th Avenue from NE 39th Street 
to NE 49th Street.  A 6-foot wide de-
tached sidewalk at locations where 
storm water treatment facilities are 
required between the sidewalk and 
curb for a small portion of this sec-
tion of roadway.

• Roundabouts at NE 32nd Circle, NE 
39th Street, and NE 44th Street.

Se están diseñando importantes mejoras 
para las calles de su vecindario. Para más 
información sobre este proyecto, comu-
níquese con la Ciudad de Vancouver.

В вашем районе планируется капитальная 
реконструкция улиц. Чтобы получить 
дополнительную информацию, обращайтесь в 
администрацию г. Ванкувера.

Việc nâng cấp các đường chính đang được 
thiết kế cho cộng đồng xung quanh quý vị. 
Để biết thêm thông tin về dự án này, vui 
lòng liên hệ Thành phố Vancouver.



Community helps 
drive the design

“Kitchen Table” meetings bring local residents 
and project team members together in an in-
formal setting to discuss specifi c project issues, 
concerns, and solutions. Participation is  more 

targeted and the topics more focused than the traditional 
open house, which generally shares broader project in-
formation with the wider community. 

Project area residents with similar issues are formally 
invited to participate in each kitchen table meeting. To 
date, three kitchen table meetings have been held for the 
NE 137/138th Avenue project:

The fi rst meeting on November 5, 2008, provided an 
opportunity for the project team to meet with property 
owners whose properties would be directly affected by 
the project. Four residents representing three properties 
attended the meeting.

A meeting on February 10, 2009, focused on properties 
that have potential major impacts due to proposed prop-
erty/home acquisition, home structure modifi cations, 
driveway access relocation, and/or addition of adjacent 
sound walls. It was attended by 18 residents, represent-
ing 12 properties.

On February 18, 2009, 22 residents or representatives 
on behalf of 20 properties attended a meeting for prop-
erties that would have potential impacts due to proposed 
revised driveway access, driveway turnaround modifi ca-
tions/enhancements, property acquisition, and/or the 
addition of adjacent sound walls.

Mailed invitations to these meetings included a project 
map specifi c to each property and adjacent areas. These 
meetings also provided an important opportunity to up-
date participants on recent changes to the project de-
sign.

Discussions at each meeting were frank, honest, and in-
formative. The meetings helped the project team learn 
more about the specifi c concerns of property owners and 
refi ne the project design, where possible, to minimize 
property impacts and acquisitions.

CORRIDOR FEATURES

TYPICAL CROSS SECTIONS

Recommended Improvement

NE 28th Street
to 

NE 39th Street

NE 32nd Circle Roundabout

More fully developed 
southern approach 
& departure lanes 

for existing NE 49th 
Street roundaboutTransition to two approach lanes at roundabout

Transition to two approach lanes at roundabout

Continuous 2’ median

Single travel lane in 
each direction

NE 44th Street RoundaboutNE 39th Street Roundabout

Single travel lane in 
each direction
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Building for 
safety, capacity

Approximately 13,000 vehicles per 
day currently use the corridor be-
tween NE 28th and NE 49th streets. 

That number is projected to double by 
year 2030. The recommended road de-
sign confi guration will help safety and 
capacity keep pace with this growing 
volume through access management 
and the use of roundabouts.

Features of access management, which 
provide access to abutting properties 
and neighborhoods while maximizing 
roadway capacity and safety for mo-
torists, pedestrians, and bicyclists, in-
clude:

• A continuous median, which will 
prevent left-turns into and from 
driveways and side streets that delay 
traffi c (reducing roadway capacity) 
and compromise safety.

• Managing private driveway access 
from properties along the corridor. 
Where possible, the City will work 
with property owners to develop 
driveway designs and other access 
options to eliminate cars backing 
onto the street. This greatly benefi ts 
roadway capacity and safety, and is 
a critical design element.

The wider roadway, new roundabouts, 
and driveway access changes will affect 
properties along the corridor to varying 
degrees. Roadway alignment, design 
confi gurations, and driveway access 
and design options continue to be care-
fully considered along the full length of 
the project corridor to minimize prop-
erty impacts and reduce the acquisition 
of property right of way needed for the 
project.

Recommended Improvement

NE 39th Street
to 

NE 49th Street

Project Timeline
Fall 2007 – Spring 2008 First open house, traffi c studies, and concept design

Summer 2008 Second open house

Summer – Fall 2008 Preliminary design, technical studies, and third open house

Spring 2009 Value Engineering Study

Summer 2009 – Winter 2010 Right of way negotiations and acquisitions

Fall 2009 – Winter 2010 Complete preliminary design and plans, fourth open house

Summer 2010 Final design and plans, fi nal open house

Fall 2010 – Fall 2011 Construction
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This confi guration moves the side-
walk next to the curb, reducing 
property impacts along this section 
of the corridor.

NOTE: The dimensions shown for the cross sections below are for the typical roadway along the corridor. They do not include 
the widening necessary for the roundabouts and the roadway transitions in and out of the roundabouts.


