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Look for this icon on the City's website and 
sign up for project updates.

Join Us at the Next 

OPEN HOUSE
September 30

4 – 7 p.m.
Evergreen Public Schools

Administrative Services

13501 NE 28th Street

(Tan Complex “Evergreen Room”)

Printed on recycled paper. Please recycle.

Se están diseñando importantes mejoras 
para las calles de su vecindario. Para más 
información sobre este proyecto, comu-
níquese con la Ciudad de Vancouver.

В вашем районе планируется капитальная 
реконструкция улиц. Чтобы получить 
дополнительную информацию, обращайтесь в 
администрацию г. Ванкувера.

Việc nâng cấp các đường chính đang được 
thiết kế cho cộng đồng xung quanh quý vị. 
Để biết thêm thông tin về dự án này, vui 
lòng liên hệ Thành phố Vancouver.

Safety, mobility top list of project benefi ts

I
mprovements planned for NE 
137th/138th Avenue will enhance 
safety, mobility, capacity, and liva-
bility along the project corridor from 
NE 28th Street to NE 49th Street. 
These improvements will benefi t 
drivers, pedestrians and cyclists 
alike while minimizing 

impacts, wherever possible, 
to properties adjacent to 
the roadway.

Design of the improve-
ments is at the stage 
where the roadway 
confi guration and 
design elements are 
set. Remaining design 
work will involve fi ne 
tuning the construction 
details associated with the 
project.

The goal of the project 
planning team has been 
to balance the budget with 
safety and capacity needs 
as well as minimize impacts to adjacent 
properties. A key to accomplishing this 
goal is access management; employing 
design elements such as a continuous me-
dian, driveway improvements, and round-
abouts.

The project will include one 14-foot travel 
lane in each direction, combined with a 
6-foot bike lane. While providing sepa-
rate, designated lanes for drivers and cy-
clists, this expanded 20-foot wide paved 
surface in each direction will create wid-
er passage for emergency vehicles and 
room for buses and delivery vehicles to 
stop without blocking traffi c.

In addition to the wider travel lanes and 
new bike lanes, other features of the proj-
ect include:

Sidewalks: A 6-foot wide detached side-
walk, with a planter strip between the 
roadway and sidewalk, on each side of 
the road from NE 28th Street to NE 39th 
Street. An 8-foot wide attached sidewalk 

on each side of the road from NE 39th 
Street to NE 49th Street.

Roundabouts: At NE 32nd Circle, NE 
39th Street, and NE 44th Street. Placed at 
roughly one-quarter mile intervals, these 
roundabouts will improve mobility and 

capacity by helping to maintain 
a continuous traffi c fl ow and 

reducing out-of-direction 
travel for local residents 

living along the cor-
ridor. (read more on 
page 3).

Continuous Me-
dian: A 2-foot wide, 
6-inch high concrete 

median will run the 
length of the improved 

corridor from NE 28th 
Street to NE 49th Street. It 

will prohibit left-turn move-
ments and increase road-
way safety and capacity.

Street Lighting: New 
street lights will be installed 

along the entire length of the project cor-
ridor as a safety improvement.

Stormwater Drainage: New biofi ltra-
tion swales will collect approximately 95 
percent of the stormwater runoff from the 
roadway. This low-maintenance, sustain-
able treatment method features a catch 
basin, planted with attractive shrubs and 
tall grasses, that fi lters stormwater before 
it infi ltrates into the ground. The swales, 
an improvement over the current drain-
age ditches which need to be mowed 
regularly, will be spaced at intervals along 
the corridor between the roadway and 
sidewalk. Between NE 28th and NE 39th 
streets, the swales will be incorporated 
into the planting strip. Between NE 39th 
and NE 49th streets, the sidewalk will nar-
row at spots from eight feet to six feet to 
accommodate the swales between the 
sidewalk and roadway.

Sanitary Sewer: Public sewer mains will 
be constructed to provide service along the 

corridor and will be available for adjacent 
properties along the corridor. Connec-
tion stubs (lateral pipes) will be built to the 
right of way line of adjoining properties. 
Property owners served by a private septic 
system are currently not required to con-
nect to the new sewer line until directed to 
do so by Clark County Public Health, as in 
the case of a failing septic system. Prop-
erty owners who choose to connect during 
the construction project, however, will be 
able to do so by paying for the connection 
from the stub to the house.

Soundwalls: Soundwalls will be built at 
three locations along the corridor: on the 
west side of the road between NE 36th 
and NE 39th streets, on the west side 
starting at NE 39th Street and extending 
300-400 feet north, and on the east side 
starting at NE 49th Street and extending 
approximately 600 feet south.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: Individuals 
requiring reasonable accommodations may request written materials 
in alternate formats, sign language interpreters, physical accessibility 
accommodations, or other reasonable accommodation by contacting 
the City of Vancouver at 360-487-7700 by September 16.

Title VI Statement to Public: The City of Vancouver Department of 
Public Works ensures full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 by prohibiting discrimination against any person on the basis 
of race, color, national origin or sex in the provision of benefi ts and 
services resulting from its federally assisted programs and activities. 
For additional questions regarding the Public Works Title VI Program, 
call 360-487-7700.

In Review: NE 137th/138th
Avenue Improvement Project

A pproximately 13,000 vehicles per day currently use the NE 137th/138th Avenue 
corridor between NE 29th and NE 49th streets. That number is projected to 
double by year 2030. The improvements planned as part of this project will help 
safety and capacity keep pace with the anticipated growth in traffi c.

The NE 137th/138th Avenue Improvement 
Project formally began in the fall 2007 with 
a series of stakeholder interviews and the fi rst 
project open house. Since then, the project 
team has met with the local community in 
two subsequent open houses and a series of 
“kitchen table” meetings. While open houses 
feature a broader project discussion with the wider community, “kitchen table” meet-
ings provide a more focused forum where property owners can discuss specifi c issues 
with the project team.

In 2009, input from local property owners, stakeholders, and a study to evaluate de-
sign options, lead to changes that reduced the project cost by $500,000. These chang-
es included narrowing the center median to two feet wide and moving a proposed new 
roundabout from near NE 34th Street to NE 32nd Circle. These revisions, particularly 
the narrower median, will reduce the impact on properties adjacent to the roadway.

Throughout the design process, the project team has regularly met with and listened to 
property owners to develop ongoing refi nements to reduce property impacts.

...this project will help 
safety and capacity keep 
pace with the anticipated 

growth in traffi c.

NE 137th/138th Avenue 
Improvement Project

www.cityofvancouver.us/137-138Ave

Join Us 
at the next 

Open House
Thursday

September 30
4 – 7 p.m.

Evergreen Public Schools
Administrative Services

13501 NE 28th Street

(Tan Complex “Evergreen Room”)

• Meet with the project team
• Get an update on the latest 

project developments
• Review the latest design
• Learn about the project’s next 

steps



Involving the 
community
Highlights of the project’s public involve-
ment/outreach process have included:

Fall 2007
Interviews with 33 
corridor stakeholders

October 2, 
2007

Open House #1
(including postcard 
to over 17,000 local 
addresses)

June 16, 2008
Sounding Board* 
Meeting #1

June 25, 2008
Open House #2 
(including project 
newsletter mailing)

October 29, 
2008

Sounding Board 
Meeting #2

November 5, 
2008

Kitchen Table Meeting

November 13, 
2008

Open House #3 
(including project 
newsletter mailing)

February 10, 
2009

Kitchen Table Meeting

February 18, 
2009

Kitchen Table Meeting

August 2009
Project update 
newsletter mailing

September 15, 
2010

Sounding Board 
Meeting #3

September 30, 
2010

Open House #4 
(including this 
newsletter)

* The Sounding Board is an ad hoc group of local 
stakeholders who receive project information and 
updates, provide feedback, and voice questions 
and concerns. The group meets prior to an open 
house to provide the project team with feedback 
on information and exhibits to be presented to the 
community. 

CORRIDOR FEATURES

TYPICAL CROSS SECTIONS

NE 32nd Circle Roundabout

More fully developed 
southern approach & 

departure lanes for existing 
NE 49th Street Roundabout

Continuous 2’ median

Single travel lane in 
each direction

NE 44th Street RoundaboutNE 39th Street Roundabout

Single travel lane in 
each direction
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About roundabouts

Roundabouts are becoming more 
familiar to American drivers as 
they are increasingly used as an 
effective way to increase mobility 

and reduce many of the safety hazards 
associated with traditional intersections. 
They increase mobility and reduce emis-
sions by minimizing vehicle delays along 
a corridor. They increase safety by limit-
ing vehicle movements to right turn only. 
Eliminating left turns across traffi c, com-
mon in traditional intersections, reduces 
the frequency and severity of collisions.

The three new roundabouts on NE 
137th/138th Avenue will be land-
scaped and include vertical elements 
that will make it easier for drivers to see 

Why Access Management?

A ccess management will improve safety and mobility on this two-lane road 
without adding more lanes continuously along the corridor. It will provide 
access to adjoining properties and neighborhoods while maximizing road-
way capacity and safety for motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists. Elements of 

access management on this project include:

Continuous Median: This feature will improve safety and mobility by preventing 
left turns into and from driveways and side streets. Vehicles waiting to make a left 
turn across traffi c compromise safety and impact the continuous fl ow of traffi c by 
blocking the travel lane. Roundabouts will provide turn around opportunities for 
drivers unable to make a left turn because of the median. This will reduce out-of-
direction travel for local residents living along the corridor.

Improved Driveways: A number of private driveway/parking areas between 
NE 39th and 49th streets will be enlarged and/or reconfi gured to allow cars to 
turn around to enter the roadway front end fi rst. Where possible, the planning 
team has worked with property owners to develop driveway/parking area de-
signs and other access solutions to eliminate cars backing onto the roadway. This 
greatly benefi ts roadway capacity and safety.

Benefi ts in brief
Various design elements of the project will combine to provide a variety of benefi ts 
for drivers, pedestrians, cyclists, and local residents on or near the corridor.

Safety: Sidewalks and bike paths, currently absent from the corridor, will increase 
safety for pedestrians and cyclists. The continuous median will prevent left turns into 
and from driveways and side streets, ensuring continuous, safe traffi c fl ow on the 
roadway. Improved driveways will eliminate cars backing onto the roadway from 
private properties. Streetlights will increase nighttime visibility and safety.

Mobility: The wider travel lanes, a continuous median that prevents left turns, im-
proved driveways, and roundabouts will improve the fl ow of traffi c through the cor-
ridor.

Capacity: By improving mobility, the design elements noted above will also increase 
roadway capacity, providing smoother traffi c fl ow through the corridor. They will 
enable the roadway to accommodate the projected increase in vehicles using the 
corridor over the next couple of decades.

Livability: Safety, in particular, as well as mobility and capacity, will benefi t local 
residents directly along the corridor and in adjoining neighborhoods who drive, 
walk, and bike the corridor on a regular basis. 

the change in traffi c pattern as they ap-
proach. Approaching the roundabouts, 
the 2-foot wide center median will widen 
to help guide drivers into the circle. Edges 
of the roundabouts will be tapered to the 
roadway surface to accommodate larger 
trucks negotiating the curve. Roundabouts 
will also include well-marked pedestrian 
crosswalks.

Roundabouts will be constructed at:

• NE 32nd Circle (single lane)

• NE 39th Street (two lane)

• NE 44th Street (single lane)

An informative video on “Driving Mod-
ern Roundabouts” can be viewed at: 
http://tinyurl.com/WSDOT-roundabout

Transition to two approach lanes at roundabout

Transition to two approach lanes

Project Timeline
Fall 2007 – Spring 2008 First open house, traffi c studies, concept design

Summer 2008 Second open house

Summer – Fall 2008 Preliminary design, technical studies, third open house

Spring 2009 Value Engineering Study (evaluation of design options and costs)

Fall 2010 Complete preliminary design and plans, fourth open house

Fall 2010 - Spring 2011 Right of way negotiations/acquisitions, fi nal design and plans

Summer 2011 – Summer 2012 Construction
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This confi guration moves the sidewalk next to the curb, reducing property 
impacts along this section of the corridor.

NOTE: The dimensions shown for the cross sections below are for the typical roadway along the corridor. They do not include 
the widening necessary for the roundabouts and the roadway transitions in and out of the roundabouts.

NE 28th Street to NE 39th Street

NE 39th Street to NE 49th Street

6’


