
 
 

NE 137th/138th Avenue Improvement Project 
Open House #1 Summary 

 
Tuesday, October 2, 2007 

4–7 p.m. 
 

EVENT OVERVIEW 

An open house for the NE 137th/138th Avenue Improvement Project was held from 4-7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
October 2, 2007, at the Peace Lutheran Church, 13112 NE 28th Street, in Vancouver, Washington. 
Twenty-six attendees signed in and viewed exhibits (see Appendix A—Open House Exhibits). Project 
staff were available to ask questions and gather input from attendees about how and when they utilize the 
corridor. Staff recorded comments from their conversations. 

The open house was promoted via a postcard mailing, press release, and newspaper advertisements. The 
postcard mailing was distributed via saturation carrier-route mail to 16,950 addresses in the project area. 
A press release announcing the open house was sent through the City of Vancouver’s regular distribution 
list, which includes the Camas Post Record, Oregonian, Daily Insider, Columbian, Battle Ground 
Reflector, and KATU’s Vancouver Bureau. Two advertisements were printed in the Columbian and 
Oregonian. 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The City of Vancouver is proposing improvements to NE 137th/138th Avenue from NE 28th to NE 49th 
streets. These improvements will upgrade the roadway to current Minor Arterial standards in order to 
provide enhanced safety, improve access to fronting properties, and minimize traffic delays. Features of 
the project could include roadway widening, streetscape and drainage improvements, pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities, utility upgrades and relocations, right of way needs evaluation, and environmental 
evaluation. Improvements will also benefit the NE 49th Street, NE 39th Street, NE 18th Street, and NE 28th 
Street corridors. 

OPEN HOUSE COMMENTS 
Project staff were available during the open house to ask attendees specific questions. Twenty-three 
response forms were completed and the following comments were recorded: 
 
Are you a commuter? If so, by which mode (i.e. car, bus, bike) and how often? 

• Yes, by car once a week 
• Drive by car daily. During construction, need access to NE 49th Street roundabout 
• Not anymore; take granddaughter to Jr. High 
• Yes, drive. 
• Yes, by car, daily (morning and afternoon) 
• Retired 
• Drive to bus stop—ride to Portland 



• Was bicycle commuter but my job changed so it is not as critical as before 
• Yes, by car. 
• Retired—travel to doctor in Orchards and grandson attends Hearthwood School daily 
• Moved in spring 
• No—retired 
• No 
• Used to—to Evergreen Park and Ride 
• Everyday—worried about roundabout and ability for motor homes to navigate it 
• Yes—travel to Firstenburg Center 
• Retired—drives corridor when needed 
• Retired—use it to travel to the grocery store and church 
• Yes, use road for everything (for approximately 90% of their trips) 

Do you walk the corridor? If so, what is your destination? 
• Yes, to WinCo 
• Live off corridor and are more interested in the  NE 49th Street & NE 137th Avenue intersection 
• Once in a while walk, weather depending 
• Yes, but feel unsafe walking dog 
• No 
• Yes, for exercise, and would like sidewalks so they could walk more 
• Sometimes for exercise—will do more if there were sidewalks 
• No, but would like to for exercise 
• No walking; C-Van rider—disabled 
• Walk backstreets—NE 137th/138th Avenue is too busy 
• Yes, to drugstore 
• No—no sidewalks 
• Yes—walk it north 
• Sometimes walk to Firstenburg Center, mostly in the summer months 
• No. Would walk corridor if there were places to walk 
• Used to 
• No—no sidewalks 
• No—there are no sidewalks 

 

How do you exit your driveway (i.e. head first, back out)? 
• Head first (2) 
• Back out (4) 
• Both ways 
• Head first, never back out 
• Back out to NE 35th Circle, headfirst to NE 137th Avenue 
• Head first from NE 52nd Street 
• No on NE 137th Avenue 
• Always head first 
• Turn around in front yard and exit head first 
• Head first—large driveway and can turn around 

 
What are your biggest safety concerns for the corridor? 

• Walking and running the corridor 
• Access during construction 
• People drive too fast 



• 1. Lack of sidewalk, 2. Lack of lighting 
• Debris on roads (during construction). No other concerns 
• 1. Some vehicles go way too fast, faster than 40 MPH speed. 2. Hoping roundabout will work and 

ease traffic congestion. 
• Sidewalks and speed limits 
• Riding a bicycle is dangerous in the winter when it is darker 
• Trying to turn left during AM or PM against traffic 
• NE 129th Avenue on NE 49th Street; bicyclists on roadway; lack of sidewalks 
• Lack of left turn lane; sight distance issues at NE 44th Street; lack of sidewalks 
• Intersections—drivers don't see lights; pedestrians—walk road with cars traveling too fast 
• Lack of sidewalks and bike lanes 
• Lots of traffic. There's a church in the area that contributes to traffic on Sunday 
• Lack of bike lanes; widening the roadway north of NE 49th Street 
• Getting in and out of driveway—fast traffic; traffic speed increases as a result of the widening 
• Lack of sidewalks 
• Difficult to exit driveways at peak hours 
• Concerned with NE 145th Avenue—fence hit seven times; hit house once from NE 45th Street 

(heading west); 10'-20' of property purchasing; high school children use street as drag strip; 4-7 
PM—can't get out of driveway; want to stay involved 

 
Additional comments 

• Alternate ways of getting to 4th Plain, or Mill Plain during construction, as we use this 
intersection daily. How do we give directions to people trying to get to our home? What streets 
will they need to use during this construction. 

• No northbound left-turn lane, so northbound left turns at NE 36th Street will cause some vehicles 
to go around on gravel shoulder. Evergreen High School events affect traffic. Worried about how 
close the new roadway will be to house. 1.75 acres remain, purchased 5 acres in 1962, and home 
was built in 1964. 

• People drive too fast, need sidewalks and bicycle lanes. Dangerous to walk north of NE 28th 
Street after 3 PM. Not sure roundabout at NE 49th Street will work. Have lived in area for 35 
years. Want to know if they can convert to sewer. Can someone contact them about street name 
sign at NE 35th Circle—it is non readable any more and he was hoping the City could provide 
him a new street name sign. 

• Roadway has to be widened to accommodate growth. If we are building a project make sure it 
works in future, from NE 49th Street back to Burnt Bridge Creek. Lots more houses coming in—
how will traffic be accommodated. Even NE 52nd Street is getting more traffic. Not sure a three-
lane road will work because third lane just handles turns. 

• I am concerned about access across NE 137th Avenue during construction. I am concerned about 
staging construction equipment on NE 145th Avenue. Concerned about speeds on side roads as 
people try to avoid construction on NE 137th Avenue. 

• Concerned about loss of mailbox and cost to relocate it. 
• Have concerns regarding the impact on his property—the sidewalk and road would be close to his 

house. Decreased property values are a concern. Be patient, it will be difficult for him to attend 
meetings. Make sure he is contacted BEFORE surveyors access his property. 

• Want third lane and not a median island—no controlled access; don't want planter strip—don't 
want to have the responsibility of maintaining it; don't replace signals at NE 39th Street—save 
money 

• Do NOT want a roundabout at NE 39th Street. hate roundabouts—stoplights are safer; include 
lighted crosswalks at NE 49th Street roundabout for pedestrian safety 

• Does sound barrier go to NE 149th Avenue on NE 18th Street? 



• Will want to subdivide property soon—concerned regarding his plans for his property and the 
road project's impacts. Wants to know whether he can continue on with his plans or wait until the 
project is further along. 



Appendix A—Open House Exhibits 



PURPOSE OF TONIGHT’S MEETING

We want to hear: 
• how and when you use the 

roadway
• how you exit your driveway
• your ideas on how to enhance 

safety, improve access, and 
minimize traffi c delays 

You will:
• fi nd out how you can participate 

in the preliminary design
• meet the project team
• provide input on design 

considerations you think we 
should apply in developing and 
evaluating design options for the 
project

NE 137TH/138TH AVENUE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
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STAY INVOLVED & INFORMED

■ Project Mailings
• Are you on our mailing list?

■ Local Newspapers

■ Project Web Site
• www.cityofvancouver.us/137-138Ave

■ Write, call, or email
Jeff Schmidt
City of Vancouver Transportation Services
360.487.7709
jeff.schmidt@ci.vancouver.wa.us

Brooke Porter
City of Vancouver Transportation Services
360.487.7731
brooke.porter@ci.vancouver.wa.us
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The community will have many opportunities to 
be involved in the project and keep informed on 
issues and developments. Highlights include:

■ Community Open Houses (4)
• #1: Interview the community

• #2: Present preliminary options in   
 response to community input

• #3: Present preliminary design

• #4: Present final design
(Each open house will be preceded by a mailing, 
news release, and newspaper ad alerting the 
community to the event.)

■ Project newsletters (4)
• Will include a comment form pertinent 

to each stage in the decision-making 
process.

■ Small group meetings (up to 25)
• For groups with similar issues seeking 

similar resolutions.

■ Project web site
• www.cityofvancouver.us/137-138Ave
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PROJECT DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

• Traffic Operations & Safety

• Roadway Alignment

• Roadway  Design Standards

• Property Access

• Property Impacts

• Utility Improvements

• Pedestrian Facilities

• Bicycle Facilities

• Environmental Review

• Construction Staging

• Traffic During Construction

NE 137TH/138TH AVENUE
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CAPACITY/DESIGN: CURRENT & FUTURE

CURRENT

FUTURE

Current Traffi c:
14,000 vehicles per day

Street Design Capacity:
Approximately 10,000 to 
15,000 vehicles per day

Future use is projected at 25,000 to 35,000 vehicles per day.
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ESTIMATED PROJECT TIMELINE

2007 2008 2009 2010
September-November

DESIGN/
CONSTRUCTION

50% Design 90% Design Final design 
Submitted

Construction

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT

Stakeholder Interviews
Open House #1 (Oct. 2)
PI Strategy
Design web page
Sounding Board

•
•
•
•
•

Sounding 
Board
Open 
House #2

•

•

Sounding 
Board
Open 
House #3

•

•

Sounding 
Board
Open 
House #4

•

•

Stakeholder Communication

Small Group Meetings Timeline of events and project milestones is approximate

30% 
Design

75% Design
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