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Q: What is happening this summer?  
A: MacArthur Boulevard will get a new top coat of microsurfacing from East Mill Plain 
Boulevard to South Lieser Road. When completed, new striping will be painted on the 
surface. Nearby Andresen will be repaved from MacArthur to Mill Plain, as part of the 
2013 Pavement Management program. 
 
Q: What can I expect prior to this work?  
A: You may have already noticed crews doing crack sealing, patching and other 
pavement repairs to correct some localized areas of structural deficiency in advance of 
the coming work. Before microsurfacing, properties adjacent to MacArthur will receive a 
notice at their doors about a week prior and again about 24 hours prior to work 
commencing. See www.cityofvancouver.us/pavement for more about microsurfacing. 
 
Q: What changes will we see after the microsurfacing? 
A: MacArthur Boulevard, from Mill Plain Boulevard to Lieser Road, will be restriped for 
one vehicle travel lane in each direction, instead of two. In addition: 

 The turn lanes at Devine and Andresen intersections will be slightly modified. When 
completed these will include a vehicle left-turn lane, through lane and right-turn lane. 

 The eastbound intersection at Lieser Road will remain similar to how it is now, with 
the current configuration of left-turn and through/right-turn lanes including retention 
of two vehicle travel lanes as you approach Lieser. 

 A new right-turn only lane will be added for entrance of Marshall Elementary School. 
 There will be a dedicated bike lane for both east and west directions along the entire 

corridor.  
 
In addition, a new paint line will be added along the existing median to better define the 
outer edge of the vehicle travel lane, and vegetation will be trimmed along the median 
for construction and sight distance. When space is available, a buffer zone between 
travel lane and bike lane will also be striped. 
 
Q: Why change MacArthur? Why this new plan?  
A: The decision was made to reduce one lane of traffic in each direction after a new 
traffic study and further review of safety conditions showed that this change would not 
impact MacArthur’s level of service and would improve safety for motorists, pedestrians 
and bicyclists alike. This is a change from the restriping proposal discussed earlier this 
year. Altogether, the project has involved extensive public engagement, research of 
various options and a close look at traffic conditions. The decision is in keeping with 
various comprehensive and multimodal transportation plans adopted by Vancouver City 
Council over the years that would apply to this project. 
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Q: Why did the City of Vancouver’s Public Works Department look at striping 
options along MacArthur?  
A: MacArthur Boulevard will get a new top coat of microsurfacing in 2013, from East Mill 
Plain to South Lieser Road, as part of the city’s Pavement Management Program. When 
completed, new striping will be painted on the surface. The street will be a “blank slate” 
after the microsurfacing, presenting a fresh opportunity to take a close look at whether 
to change MacArthur’s striping configuration – which determines vehicle lanes, bicycle 
lanes and parking – or leave it as is. 
 
Q: What did you do with the suggestions and survey responses you received? 
A: Comments, suggestions and ideas obtained from throughout the community helped 
guide and inform the city’s plans for the restriping of MacArthur Boulevard. The survey 
was a convenient and quick tool for residents to share their thoughts about the corridor 
and provide some indications of how the current street serves individuals. It was 
intended to be easy and informal, not a determining vote. In the end, the city’s decision 
factored in many components, such as required engineering standards and resources. 
 
Q: Why change only  the striping and lane configurations? Can’t the city do 
more to MacArthur Boulevard?   
A: This is basically a Pavement Management project. Funding for any additional 
improvements is extremely limited. Think of this as an opportunity to look at how we use 
what we do have: microsurfacing and striping paint!  
 
Q: There was a “visioning study” done on the corridor several years ago. Why 
did the city looking at MacArthur again? 
A: There are some similarities and some differences, primarily in scope, outreach and 
funding.  The draft MacArthur Boulevard Corridor Vision Study, completed in 2010, was 
an effort of the Dubois Park, Evergreen Highlands, Father Blanchet Park, and Vancouver 
Heights Neighborhood Associations and the City of Vancouver’s Office of Neighborhoods. 
Stakeholders looked at all of MacArthur Boulevard, from East Mill Plain Boulevard to 
South Lieser Road and a variety of long-term issues including traffic calming, traffic 
safety, bicycle and pedestrian access, aesthetics, drainage, lane configurations and 
intersection improvements. The project, which included a visioning workshop and 
discussions, resulted in conceptual proposals with no identified funding.  
 
 
Several years have passed since the visioning process. Public Works sought to build upon 
that process and take these out to the public for broader discussion. This current effort is 
a Pavement Management project.  
 
For the future, Public Works recommends the neighborhoods consider adopting the 
Vision Study as part of a Neighborhood Action Plan, which would then go to City Council 
for proposed acceptance.  
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