
Streets Funding Commission   

Notes from August 19, 2015 Meeting #5 

 

In attendance:   Mayor Leavitt, Jack Burkman, Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Don Russo, Esther Schrader, John 

McKibbin, Juanita Rogers, Kris Greene (by phone), Mike Bomar, Tim Schauer.  Facilitator: John 

McDonagh. City Staff: Eric Holmes, Brian Carlson, Lloyd Tyler, Linda Marousek, Bill Whitcomb, Loretta 

Callahan, Carol Bua, Dave Mercier, Natasha Ramras 

 

Summary: 

 

 Bill Whitcomb presented the revised draft recommendation for service levels. As requested by the 

Commission, the revision includes increased service levels in rights-of-way maintenance (including 

medians) to pre-recession levels and increased frequency of arterial street sweeping. 

 Bill Whitcomb presented the revised draft recommendations for funding tools. Changes included the 

amount and timing of the Business License Surcharge, change in the Utility Tax on City-owned 

utilities, and inclusion of the anticipated additional state gas tax distribution resulting from 

legislation passed by the state July 1, 2015. 

 Staff and the Commission discussed the results of the City’s research into possible changes in 

exemptions to the Business License Surcharge. This flexibility is not available with the current “one-

stop” state system for licensing. 

 Eric Holmes summarized the background memo on grant leveraging and Business License Surcharge 

establishment that was included in the packet.   

 John McDonagh facilitated a group discussion on the draft recommendations for service levels, 

funding tools, councilmanic and/or voted approach, supplement not supplant guiding principle, and 

vehicle registration enforcement.  

 The Commission confirmed their recommendation to move forward with a Councilmanic approach. 

 A consensus was reached by Commission members to support all draft recommendations brought 

forward to this meeting, as requested and discussed above.  

 Commission members emphasized the need for the final recommendation to communicate the 

breadth of work (projects and maintenance) that will be accomplished through long-term street 

system funding; that the funding on core city arterials will be focused on upgrading existing facilities 

as there is very little opportunity within the City’s boundaries for building new arterial roads;  and 

that in addition to improving pavement conditions and upgrading key arterials, there is support for 

mobility projects, such as improved bicycle, pedestrian and ADA facilities.   

 Commission members agreed that the workshop to present recommendations to City Council 

should be done by Commission members with support from staff where requested/needed. 

 Staff will document the Commission’s final recommendations and prepare a draft report for its 

review before the Commission’s next meeting on September 23.   

 The Commission will discuss the draft report of the final recommendations at the September 23 

meeting. 

 

Next Meeting:  September 23, 2015 2:00-4:00 pm, Council Chambers/City Hall.   


