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PURPOSE:
It is the intent of this policy to insure that fire protection systems and interrelated equipment are altered, cleaned, designed, installed, maintained, repaired, serviced or tested by individuals and companies who have demonstrated a basic knowledge to perform such work in accordance with the applicable codes and nationally recognized standards.
REFERENCES:
International Fire Code (IFC), 2006 Edition



Vancouver Municipal Code, Section 16.04
SCOPE:
This policy is applicable to all locations where the City of Vancouver has jurisdiction and is intended to apply to new and existing fire protection systems.

An integral part of being recognized as a trade is that some form of training and certification is required on the part of the people performing the work. Training and certification establishes individuals are aware of how the work should be performed, what expectation levels are required and what are the rules governing the performance of the trade and the equipment they work on. 

In order to ensure that fire protection systems are serviced properly, amendments made to 2006 the International Fire Code via the Vancouver Municipal Code (VMC) require that work is supervised by a person holding the necessary endorsements. 
APPLICATIONS:
Application forms are available on our website and from the Fire Marshals Office, located at 7110 NE 63rd Street, Vancouver, WA 98661. Applicants are required to submit documentation along with a completed application form identifying they meet the following requirements. 
Applicants for individual endorsements must provide current personal identification in the form of a valid driver’s license or another form of picture identification acceptable to the fire code official.
INDIVIDUAL 

Commercial Cooking Exhaust Cleaner (CCEC) Endorsement.
ENDORSEMENT 
Applicants shall possess and submit a copy of a current certificate issued
REQUIREMENTS:
by an independent third party testing and certification agency.  Submission of a certificate from any of the following approved programs is acceptable.

· Certified Exhaust Cleaning Specialist (CECS), administered through the International Kitchen Exhaust Cleaning Association (IKECA)
· Designation as a Professional Exhaust Cleaning Technician (PECT), administered through the International Kitchen Exhaust Cleaning Association (IKECA)

· Certified Kitchen Exhaust Cleaner (CKEC), administered through the Power Washers of North America (PWNA)

· Phil Ackland's Exhaust Cleaners Certification Protocol, administered through Phil Ackland Holdings Ltd.
Fire Alarm System Designer of Record (FASDR) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a current certificate issued by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET) Level III or IV in Automatic Fire Alarm Systems OR be a licensed engineer with experience in fire protection system design. Licensed engineers may be required to provide proof of experience in design of fire protection systems.
Fire Alarm System Install/Repair (FASIR) Endorsement. Applicants shall work for a properly licensed electrical contractor, possess and submit a copy of an appropriate electrician certification as identified by the Washington Department of Labor and Industries and possess and submit a copy of a current certificate issued by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET) Level II in Fire Alarm Systems.

Fire Alarm System Testing and Inspection (FASIT) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a copy of a current certificate issued by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET) Level II in Fire Alarm Systems.

Fixed Suppression System Designer of Record (FSSDR) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a copy of a current certificate issued by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET) Level III in Special Hazards Suppression Systems and proof of factory certification by the manufacturer for the specific system being designed/submitted OR be a licensed engineer with experience in fire protection system design. Licensed engineers may be required to provide proof of experience in design of fire protection systems.
Fixed Suppression System Install, Repair, Testing (FSSIRT) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a copy of a current certificate issued by the National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET) Level II in Special Hazards Suppression Systems and proof of factory certification by the manufacturer for the specific system being installed/serviced OR be a licensed engineer with experience in fire protection system design. Licensed engineers may be required to provide proof of experience in design of fire protection systems.
Pre-Engineered Kitchen Fire Suppression System (PEKFS) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a copy of a current certificate issued by an independent third party testing and certification agency.  Submission of a certificate from either of the following approved programs is acceptable.

· Factory certification for the individual by the manufacturer for the specific system 
· Fire Protection Certification Limited
· Pre-Engineered Kitchen Suppression System Technician certification administered through the National Association of Fire Equipment Distributors (NAFED) 
Sprinkler System Designer of Record (SSDR1) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a current Level 1 certificate of competency issued by the Washington State Fire Marshals Office and be an employee of a licensed fire sprinkler contractor meeting the respective certification level requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043 for the type of fire protection system design. 

Sprinkler System Designer of Record (SSDR2) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a current Level 2 certificate of competency issued by the Washington State Fire Marshals Office and be an employee of a licensed fire sprinkler contractor meeting the respective certification level requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043 for the type of fire protection system design. 

Sprinkler System Designer of Record (SSDR3) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a current Level 3 certificate of competency issued by the Washington State Fire Marshals Office and be an employee of a licensed fire sprinkler contractor meeting the respective certification level requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043 for the type of fire protection system design. 

Sprinkler System Designer of Record (SSDRU) Endorsement. Applicants shall possess and submit a current Level U certificate of competency issued by the Washington State Fire Marshals Office and be an employee of a licensed fire sprinkler contractor meeting the respective certification level requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043 for the type of fire protection system design. 

Sprinkler System Installer or Repair (SSIR1) Endorsement. 
Applicants shall submit documentation from the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office for Sprinkler Fitter Certificate of Competency (journey, residential or trainee level) along with temporary certification number. Must be employed by a Level 1 state licensed sprinkler contractor meeting the requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043.  

Sprinkler System Installer or Repair (SSIR2) Endorsement. 
Applicants shall submit documentation from the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office for Sprinkler Fitter Certificate of Competency (journey, residential or trainee level) along with temporary certification number. Must be employed by a Level 2 state licensed sprinkler contractor meeting the requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043.  

Sprinkler System Installer or Repair (SSIR3) Endorsement. 
Applicants shall submit documentation from the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office for Sprinkler Fitter Certificate of Competency (journey, residential or trainee level) along with temporary certification number. Must be employed by a Level 3 state licensed sprinkler contractor meeting the requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043.
Sprinkler System Installer or Repair (SSIRU) Endorsement. 
Applicants shall submit documentation from the Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office for Sprinkler Fitter Certificate of Competency (journey, residential or trainee level) along with temporary certification number. Must be employed by a Level U state licensed sprinkler contractor meeting the requirements of Washington Administrative Code 212-80-043.

Sprinkler System Testing Technician Endorsement. Persons conducting inspections or tests on Wet and Dry Pipe Sprinkler Systems shall provide proof of certification as a Washington State Fire Sprinkler Inspection and Testing Technician OR be a licensed engineer with experience testing fire protection systems. The individual must be employed by either a licensed level 3 Fire Protection Sprinkler Contractor or an Inspection and Testing Contractor.
Persons conducting inspections or tests on Pre-Action, Deluge, Anti-Freeze, Fire Pumps or Foam Systems shall provide proof of certification as a Washington State Fire Sprinkler Inspection and Testing Technician OR be a licensed engineer with experience testing fire protection systems. The individual must be employed by a licensed level 3 Fire Protection Sprinkler Contractor and be supervised by the Certificate of Competency holder for the WA State licensed Level III fire sprinkler contractor.
CONTRACTOR
All companies contracting to provide services on fire protection systems 
ENDORSEMENT
shall employ at least one employee holding the necessary individual
REQUIREMENTS: 
endorsement(s) for the type(s) of system(s) worked on. The applicant will also need to provide a valid and current City of Vancouver Business License number and WA UBI number with the application.
CKEC – Commercial Kitchen Exhaust Contractor

FASC – Fire Alarm System Contractor

FSSC – Fixed Suppression System Contractor
KFSC - Kitchen Fire Suppression System Contractor
SSC1 – Sprinkler System Contractor – Level 1 

SSC2 - Sprinkler System Contractor – Level 2 

SSC3 - Sprinkler System Contractor – Level 3 

SSCU - Sprinkler System Contractor – Level U 

SSTC - Sprinkler System Testing Contractor

PROCEDURE:
Endorsements issued to applicants meeting the minimum qualifications will remain valid for a period of 3 years unless suspended or revoked by the fire code official. Endorsements remain the property of the Vancouver Fire Department and shall be surrendered upon renewal or revocation.

Prior to the expiration date of endorsements, applicants shall submit another completed application form and provide a copy of all current requirements. Work performed with an expired endorsement will be subject to enforcement under Section 105.12 Enforcement of Endorsement Requirements of the International Fire Code as adopted by the Vancouver Municipal Code.
IMPLEMENTATION: This policy will be effective immediately upon the effective date of the enabling ordinance. Contractors and individuals designing, installing or testing and inspecting kitchen exhaust systems, fire alarm systems, and other types of fixed fire protection systems will have 18 months from the effective date of the enabling ordinance to obtain the necessary endorsement(s).

ADDITIONAL 
For questions regarding this policy, please contact the City of Vancouver 
INFORMATION:
Fire Marshal’s Office located at 7110 NE 63rd Street Vancouver, WA 98661. Telephone (360) 487-7260.[image: image2.png]
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