
 

July 23, 2020 

 

Secretary John Wiesman 
WA State Department of Health 
101 Israel Rd SE 
Tumwater, WA 98501 
 
Clark County Board of Health 
Public Service Center, 6th Floor 
Vancouver, WA 98660 
 
 
Secretary Wiesman and Clark County Board of Health, 

Recently, City and County Councils in Clark County received a request from the SW WA League of United 
Latin American Citizens (LULAC), to identify and treat systemic racism as a public health crisis. This 
request has been made by similar organizations across Washington and the United States, as the COVID-
19 pandemic has shone a light on health disparities for people of color in our County, State, and Nation. 
Recent COVID-19 case count information from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention illustrates 
the increased risk for people of color. Hispanic or Latino persons have an infection rate approximately 4 
times that of non-Hispanic white persons. Non-Hispanic black persons and Non-Hispanic American 
Indian persons have an infection rate approximately 5 times that of non-Hispanic white persons. These 
numbers are clear and dramatic. They also point to structural elements of our communities which have 
created the foundation for this crisis.  
 
To best study the causes, impacts, and potential solutions for disparate health outcomes linked solely to 
race, the Mayors and Councils of our Cities are looking to our Public Health Officials who are best suited 
to lead acknowledgement and examination of these issues. Our Cities do not have Health Departments. 
We therefore lack the expertise and the authority to declare a “Public Health Crisis.” That expertise 
resides in the Health Departments and Authorities of Washington State and Clark County. 

Therefore, we are asking both the Clark County Board of Health and the WA State Secretary of Health to 
use your expertise and resources to acknowledge the crisis, identify the root causes, and suggest policy 
solutions in a collaborative fashion. Already in the State of Washington, the Boards of Health in King and 
Pierce Counties have formally acknowledged systemic racism as a public health crisis and started a 
focused examination of policies and practices which have increased health outcome disparities linked 
solely to race. We are asking that you examine this issue on behalf of our communities. 
 
In the midst of this pandemic, our individual health depends more than ever on the health of our 
neighbors and whole community. But not every community has been impacted by this health crisis in 
the same way. The racial disparities in who is getting sick and who is able to recover make clear that 
work must be done to find public health solutions that raise the opportunity for every person, regardless 
of race, to be healthy.  
 
Thank you for your help and your service to our communities during this crisis. We look forward to your 
reply. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

     
Mayor Anne McEnerny-Ogle 
City of Vancouver, WA 
  

 
 
 

Mayor Barry McDonnell 
City of Camas, WA 
 

         
Mayor Molly Coston 
City of Washougal, WA 
 

 

 

Greg Thornton 
Mayor, City of La Center, WA  

       

Mayor Don Stose 
City of Ridgefield, WA 
 


