
                                  AFFORDABLE AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING FUND REPORTHOUSING FUND REPORT
Accomplishments for three years of the City of Vancouver’s 
Affordable Housing Fund, part of the City’s comprehensive 
effort to address affordable housing and homelessness.

Produced by
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

2017-2019



1

ABOUT THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING FUND
The City of Vancouver’s Affordable Housing Fund was created 
through a voter-approved levy that raises $42 million over seven 
years to support housing for very low-income families and 
individuals. Projects serve households who earn 50% or less of 
the Area Median Income (approximately $43,950 for a family of 
four in 2019, according to HUD). 

Affordable Housing Funds are awarded to community partners 
for buying, building and preserving low-income housing 
and preventing or addressing homelessness through shelter, 
rental assistance and housing services. During the first three 
program years (January 2017-December 2019), the fund 
supported 144 units of affordable housing, with many more in 
the development pipeline, and provided housing assistance to 
549 households experiencing or at risk of homelessness. More 
details about the accomplishments made to date are contained in 
this report.

In addition to the Affordable Housing Fund, the City employs a 
variety of other strategies to address housing needs, including 
property tax exemptions and fee waivers for multifamily housing 
developments, housing and rental assistance grants through the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME 
Investment Partnerships Programs, and policies to promote a 
range of housing options. 
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CORE GOALS

produceproduce
new affordable housing

preservepreserve
existing affordable housing

preventprevent
homelessness with assistance and services

KEY STRATEGIES
Create and preserve affordable homes to promote choice 
throughout the city

Contribute to efforts to end homelessness with housing 
and services

Collaborate with nonprofit and for-profit agencies to promote 
housing variety

Leverage City investments to maximize quality affordable housing

“My family and I are very grateful for the help we received. If it 
wasn’t for ... this program, we would be homeless and staying in 
shelters. You gave us a home of our own and the ability to finally 
be free of an unsafe living situation.”

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION CLIENT
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Create and Preserve Affordable Homes
From 2017 to 2019, the Affordable Housing 
Fund helped to produce or preserve 144 
affordable housing units serving households 
earning up to 50% of the Area Median Income 
(AMI). Development or preservation is 
planned for an additional 347 units that were 
awarded Affordable Housing Funds. 

Contribute to Efforts to End 
Homelessness
The Affordable Housing Fund supports safety 
and livability improvements at Share House, 
and Safe Choice shelters, preserving 92 beds 
for people in need of emergency shelter. In 
addition, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Share 
Women’s Housing and Transition 
(WHAT), and XChange Recovery received 
funding to expand shelter operations. 

Collaborate to Promote Housing Variety
The City has a longstanding partnership with 
the Vancouver Housing Authority (VHA), our 
community’s largest provider of low-income 
housing. The VHA used Affordable Housing 
Funds to build or acquire 84 units for homeless 
and mixed-income families and individuals at 
three different facilities; and to preserve 125 
units for seniors at two additional facilities.

Leverage City Investments
Affordable Housing Fund awards are expected 
to leverage $119 million in additional 
financing from public and private sources. The 
City has partnered with 12 non-profit and for-
profit developers to date, including a few that 
are new to building housing in Vancouver.



2017-2019 BY THE NUMBERS

PRODUCED

137137
housing units

PRESERVED

77
housing units

PREVENTED
HOMELESSNESS

549549
households

PROVIDED
30

shelter beds

4

Completed Projects

175
housing units

172172
housing units

6262
households

 128
shelter beds

Projects In Progress in 2020
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A portion of the Affordable Housing Fund provides housing assistance to 
prevent or address homelessness for Vancouver residents earning up to 
50% of the Area Median Income (AMI), or approximately $43,950 per 
year for a family of four. 

From 2017 to 2019, partner agencies assisted 549 households with 
resources—including apartment deposits, short-term rent assistance, 
landlord mediation, and case management services—to access or 
maintain housing.

THESE PROGRAMS ...

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION PROGRAMS

Serve our community’s most 
vulnerable renters Support local families

Provide resources and  
services to help achieve 

housing stability
Help at-risk households stay  

in their homes

If you are having difficulty paying rent, contact the Council for the Homeless 
Housing Solutions Center at 360-695-9677 to get help.

78%78%
of participants earned less than 

30% of the AMI at enrollment 
($26,350/yr.)

67%67%
of participating households 

had children

84%84%
of participants stabilized their 
housing situation by the time 

assistance ended

50%50%
of participants received housing 
assistance to prevent an eviction
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2017-2019 TOTAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
FUND ALLOCATION

Total Allocation: 
$18 MILLION
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SHELTER: $1.1M (6%)
IMPLEMENTATION: $348K (2%)



For more information on all Affordable  
Housing Fund project awards to date, visit  

www.cityofvancouver/AffordableHousingFund.

Community and Economic Development Department
P.O. Box 1995 | Vancouver, WA 98668-1995

www.facebook.com/VancouverUS

@VancouverUS @VancouverUS




