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Vancouver’s Urban Forestry Program is 

part of the City’s Department of Public 

Works and works closely across all 

departments. 

 

Urban Forestry seeks to improve the 

quality of life in our city by enhancing 

tree canopy to provide clean air and 

water for current residents, visitors and 

future generations. Aesthetic, economic, 

social and environmental benefits 

associated with a healthy tree canopy 

significantly influence overall community 

health. Tomorrow’s community vitality is 

closely linked with today’s prudent 

management of the urban tree canopy, 

or green infrastructure.  

 

Vancouver Urban Forestry continues to 

improve both the level and quality of 

service it provides to the community. In 

2020, these efforts have grown through 

the participation of countless volunteers  

donating more than 2,000 hours of 

service, the strong support of Urban 

Forestry’s many partners and the 

continued interest and dedication of the 

community to improving Vancouver’s 

tree canopy. 

 

Vancouver’s urban forest is a healthy, 

dynamic, diverse and cohesive 

ecosystem that is valued and cared for 

through community stewardship because 

it balances economic vitality with the 

conservation of natural resources now 

and for future generations. 

 

The mission of Vancouver’s Urban 

Forestry Program is to maximize the 

aesthetic, environmental and economic 

benefits that trees provide to City 

residents and visitors by preserving, 

managing, and enhancing existing trees 

and other vegetation and promoting the 

reforestation of the urban area through 

an active integrated program with 

community support and participation. 

 

• Preserve existing trees and continue 

planning, maintenance and 

operating principles that improve 

canopy health. 

• Restore canopy-deficient areas 

through tree planting to provide 

equitable distribution of urban 

forest benefits to all Vancouver 

residents. 

• Promote an urban forest 

stewardship ethic within the 

community. 

• Adhere to the City of Vancouver’s 

Operating Principles and establish 

Vancouver Urban Forestry as a 

leader in Pacific Northwest 

municipal forest management. 
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Urban Forestry is supported by the 

Urban Forestry Commission, a seven-

member volunteer commission 

appointed by the Vancouver City 

Council. The Commission helps the City 

to develop good management practices 

to conserve the community’s trees and 

forests, educate citizens on the 

importance of urban trees and organize 

tree plantings. 

 

In 2020, the City of Vancouver’s 

estimated population was 185,000. 

Increasing urbanization presents 

ongoing impacts to the health of 

Vancouver’s tree canopy, as well as 

opportunities to enhance, expand and 

appreciate our urban forest benefits.  

In 2020, the Urban Forestry Program 

employed four full-time staff, which 

equates to about one full-time 

employee per 46,250 residents.  

 

Vancouver’s urban forest comprises all 

the trees in parks, in natural areas, 

along streets and on private property.  

 

In addition to improving the livability 

and vitality, our community’s trees - 

quantified as tree canopy - provide 

numerous environmental benefits, 

including reductions in air pollution, 

greenhouse gases and stormwater 

runoff. According to the Tree Canopy 

Report, in 2010 there were 5,579 acres 

of tree canopy in Vancouver.  

Vancouver’s tree canopy covers approximately 18.6 percent of 
the City, helping to preserve watershed health and reduce runoff, 

while improving the livability of our neighborhoods. 
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Vancouver’s Urban Forestry Program 

preserves and enhances our community’s 

urban forest through: 

• Assisting all City departments, 

citizens and interest groups with tree 

issues. 

• Developing and coordinating 

effective maintenance and 

stewardship programs to preserve 

existing trees and protect safety.  

• Planning and managing the urban 

forest by coordinating related roles, 

responsibilities, policies and projects 

of City departments, other agencies 

and public and private partners.  

• Documenting, inventorying and 

assessing the health and condition of 

the urban forest. 

• Identifying areas where additional 

trees and vegetation, especially 

native and large canopy trees, can 

be added to improve and enhance 

the urban forest. 

• Administering ordinances that 

manage street trees, private 

property hazardous trees and tree 

conservation in development 

projects.  

• Permitting all trees within the street 

right-of-way and assisting the City’s 

Community and Economic 

Development Department with 

permitting for private trees and 

hazardous trees. This includes 

oversight of planting, major pruning, 

tree removal, alleviating hazardous 

conditions and mitigating damage 

to trees by development.  

• Assisting in enforcement of effective 

regulations and in applying planting 

and design standards that ensure 

the health, quality and long-term 

benefits of trees.  

• Increasing awareness and 

understanding of the value and 

benefits of the urban forest through 

outreach and education.  

• Promoting proper care for the 

urban forest by instilling 

environmental stewardship among 

citizens and providing them with the 

tools and knowledge necessary to 

make sound tree care decisions.  

• Participating in partnerships, team 

building and networking within the 

community. 

• Educating the Urban Forestry staff 

and Commission about the history of 

environmental justice and racism in 

communities and integrate equity 

and inclusion into all aspects of the 

program. 

Canopy cover delivers a variety of benefits throughout 

the community and to our valuable water resources, 

including energy savings from shade, air and sound 

pollution removal and stormwater runoff reduction.   
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Staff Utilized the 2011 Tree Canopy 

Report and GIS data to identify low 

canopy areas, which have been 

targeted as high priorities for tree 

planting. Additionally, staff referenced 

environmental public health data maps 

and identified areas with vulnerable 

residents to prioritize tree planting in 

these areas address the adverse effects 

of heat stress and air pollution. 

 

1,486 trees were planted across 

Vancouver with staff, volunteers, interns, 

contractors and property owners. 

Following are the tree plantings that 

took place throughout the City of 

Vancouver in 2020. 

 

• Partnered with 62 Neighborhoods 

and Friends of Trees to plant 461 

street and yard trees in four 

neighborhood group (central, west, 

northeast and southeast) plantings.  

• Partnered with the Fruit Valley Boys 

and Girls Club to plant three trees at 

neighboring Fruit Valley Park. 

• Partnered with Living Hope Church to 

plant 20 trees on the church property 

with Fort Vancouver High School 

students. 

• Educated Union High School students 

on the benefits of trees and helped 

plant 20 trees at Ellsworth School Park. 

• Planted 20 trees at Homestead Park 

with neighbors and community 

members to celebrate the MLK Day of 

Service.  

• Partnered with the Arnada 

Neighborhood Association to plant 

street trees throughout the 

neighborhood. The Association helped 

pay for the 19 trees and 16 neighbors 

volunteered to help plant them. 

The creation of a thousand forests is 
in one acorn. 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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• Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

following volunteer plantings were 

cancelled and the trees were planted 

by staff, interns and AmeriCorps  

following health and safety guidelines: 

Planted nine trees at the Volunteer 

Grove in partnership with the Volunteer 

Program to recognize nine dedicated 

volunteers that have given their time 

serving with the City of Vancouver; 

Planted nine new trees at Fisher’s Creek 

Park; Planted 10 new street trees 

throughout downtown Vancouver; 

Planted 23 new trees at Van Fleet 

Park; Planted 25 trees on the grounds 

of the Westside Wastewater Treatment 

Plant. 

• Friends and family helped to dedicate 

and plant seven new Witness Trees 

across Vancouver in honor of their 

respective loved ones. 

• In the fall, 48 native trees were given 

away to residential property owners to 

plant in their yards to grow the urban 

forest and improve air and water 

quality, increase shade and provide 

habitat. 

• Throughout Vancouver, 24 new street 

and yard trees were planted through  

the Treefund Program, an opportunity 

to incentivize planting on private 

property. Property owners who qualify 

for Utility e-billing and purchase and 

plant an approved tree on their 

residential properties are eligible to 

apply for a refund toward a portion of 

the tree cost. 

•  Worked with volunteers, contractors, 

and City staff to plant 129 trees at 18 

public property sites, including water 

facilities, medians, and highway 

interchanges throughout Vancouver.  

• Worked with private property owners 

of residential, commercial and 

industrial properties throughout 

Vancouver to plant 245 street trees 

and 414 private property trees across 

tax lots. 
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A well placed tree can help conserve 

energy, provide a visual screen, and 

provide years of beauty. However, a 

tree placed in the wrong place can be 

harmful and potentially expensive! The 

small tree planted today will someday 

grow tall and its roots may be as 

expansive as the tree's branches. Make 

sure you select a location with 

adequate room to grow above and 

below ground. 

Take time to evaluate the potential 

planting site. The survival and health of 

a tree depends on how well suited it is 

to the site. When choosing a planting 

location and tree, consider: 

• Available planting space 

• Overhead and underground utilities 

• Surrounding trees & structures 

(building, driveway, utility poles) 

• Light (e.g. full sun, part sun, shade) 

• Surrounding human activity 

• Soil type 

Trees are chosen for their environmental 

services, climate resilience, and 

aesthetic appeal.  

Think of your trees as a lifetime 

investment. How well your tree, and 

investment, grows depends on the type 

of tree you select, the location you plant 

your tree in, the care you provide when 

the tree is planted, and follow-up care 

the tree receives into the future. 

In the Pacific Northwest, the ideal time to 

plant is during the fall and winter, when 

the trees are dormant.  

Ready to plant? View Vancouver’s list 

of approved street trees as well as 

a list of yard trees. 

http://www.cityofvancouver.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/1341/street_tree_selection_list.pdf
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/1341/cdd_tree_unit_list_2015.pdf
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Having a healthy urban forest in 

Vancouver builds a strong sense of 

community and improves quality of life 

for all residents.  

 

Urban trees can help the City manage 

stormwater as part of an integrated 

stormwater management plan to 

improve water quality, reduce 

pollutants, and enhance wildlife habitat. 

Increased tree canopy aids in Clean 

Water Act, Clean Air Act and 

Endangered Species Act compliance.  

 

Other benefits of urban trees include 

city beautification, downtown 

revitalization, increased civic pride, 

outdoor recreation opportunities, 

natural resource education, air quality 

improvement, energy conservation, 

shading and cooling and many other 

environmental, social and economic 

benefits. Tree benefits can be optimized 

by reversing the trend of declining tree 

canopy within the city. 

 

The 1,486 new trees planted in 2020 

can be expected at maturity to 

intercept approximately 1,129,360 

gallons of stormwater annually, equal 

to more than five Marshall Center 

swimming pools, and absorb more than 

14,860 lbs. of pollutants each year 

from the air we breathe. 

 

Overall, these 1,486 new trees as they 

mature will provide greater than $3 

million worth of benefits, a 250 percent 

return on this wise investment.  
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• The average tree absorbs 10 

pounds of pollutants from the air 

each year. 

• Trees reduce the energy needed to 

heat and cool our homes by 15 to 

35 percent nationwide. 

• The leaves of a mature tree 

intercept an average of 760 

gallons of rainfall a year, reducing 

flooding, erosion and pollution from 

runoff.  

• A typical tree produces about 260 

pounds of oxygen each year. Two 

trees can supply a person’s oxygen 

needs each year. 

• An average tree assists in reducing 

greenhouse gas concentrations by 

absorbing 26 pounds of carbon 

dioxide per year. 

• Trees contribute to neighborhood 

livability by reducing city noise and 

glare and by calming traffic.  

• Trees improve habitat for 

endangered fish, migratory birds 

and other wildlife.  

• Trees stabilize soil, reduce erosion 

and mitigate flooding.  

• For every dollar spent on 

Vancouver's urban forest, $2.50 in 

value is returned in benefits such as 

energy conservation, stormwater 

abatement and pollution reduction. 

• Unlike many other investments that 

depreciate, a tree's value increases 

with each passing year. Houses on 

tree-lined streets typically command 

prices that are up to 20 percent 

higher than houses in like 

neighborhoods without trees. 

• Visit www.naturewithin.info for more 

information on the environmental, 

social and economic benefits of 

trees. 

 



PO Box 1995 

Vancouver, WA 98668 

Phone: (360) 487-8308 |  
TTY: (360) 487-8602 
Fax: 360-487-8305 

urbanforestry@cityofvancouver.us 
www.cityofvancouver.us/urbanforestry 


