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Concealed Pistol License
217.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The Chief of Police is given the statutory responsibility to issue, monitor, and revoke a license
to carry a concealed pistol to residents within the community (RCW 9.41.070). This policy will
provide a written process for the application, issuance, and revocation of such licenses.

217.2   QUALIFIED APPLICANTS
All applicants for a concealed pistol license shall qualify to receive such a license unless the
applicant is ineligible for a license or to possess a pistol under any of the following conditions
(RCW 9.41.070):

(a) The applicant is ineligible or is prohibited to possess a firearm under the provisions of
RCW 9.41.040, RCW 9.41.045 or federal law.

(b) The applicant’s concealed pistol license is in a revoked status.

(c) The applicant is under twenty-one years of age.

(d) The applicant is subject to a court order or injunction regarding firearms.

(e) The applicant is free on bond or personal recognizance pending trial, appeal, or
sentencing for a felony offense.

(f) The applicant has an outstanding warrant for his/her arrest from any court of
competent jurisdiction for a felony or misdemeanor.

(g) The applicant has been ordered to forfeit a firearm under RCW 9.41.098(1)(e) within
one year before filing an application to carry a pistol concealed on his/her person.

(h) The applicant has been convicted of a felony or is otherwise restricted from possessing
a firearm unless the person has been granted relief from disabilities by the United
States Attorney General under 18 USC § 925(c), or RCW 9.41.040(3) or (4) applies.

Non-immigrant aliens are not eligible for concealed pistol licenses. However, they may be eligible
for an alien firearm license for the purposes of hunting and sport shooting, subject to certain
eligibility requirements. Any non-immigrant alien who wishes to obtain an alien firearm license
should be directed to apply to the sheriff in the county in which he/she resides (RCW 9.41.173).

217.3   APPLICATION PROCESS AND RENEWAL
The Chief of Police has thirty days after the filing of an application of any person to issue a license
to carry a concealed pistol. If the applicant does not have a valid permanent Washington driver
license or identification card or has not been a resident of the state for the previous consecutive 90
days, the Chief of Police has 60 days to issue a license. The Chief of Police must accept completed
applications for concealed pistol licenses during regular business hours (RCW 9.41.070).
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The Chief of Police is required to check with the National Instant Criminal Background Check
System (NICS), the Washington State Patrol electronic data base, the Department of Social
and Health Services electronic data base, and with other agencies or resources as appropriate,
to determine whether the applicant is ineligible under RCW 9.41.040 or RCW 9.41.045, or is
prohibited under federal law to possess a firearm and therefore ineligible for a concealed pistol
license. This subsection applies for a new concealed pistol license or to renew a concealed pistol
license.

The license application shall bear the full name, residential address, telephone number at the
option of the applicant, date and place of birth, race, gender, physical description, not more than
two complete sets of fingerprints, and signature of the licensee, and the licensee’s driver’s license
number or state identification card number if used for identification in applying for the license. A
signed application for a concealed pistol license shall constitute a waiver of confidentiality and
written request that the Department of Social and Health Services, mental health institutions, and
other health care facilities release information relevant to the applicant’s eligibility for a concealed
pistol license to an inquiring court or law enforcement agency.

If the applicant is not a United States citizen, the applicant must provide his/her country of
citizenship, United States issued alien number or admission number, and the basis for any
exemptions from federal prohibitions on firearm possession by aliens. The applicant shall not be
required to produce a birth certificate or other evidence of citizenship. A person who is not a citizen
of the United States shall meet the additional requirements of RCW 9.41.173 and provide proof
of compliance (RCW 9.41.070).

The application for an original license shall include the submission of fingerprints which will be
forwarded to the Washington State Patrol (RCW 9.41.070 (4)).

217.3.1   REQUIRED WARNINGS
The license and application shall contain a warning substantially as follows:

“CAUTION: Although state and local laws do not differ, federal law and state law on the possession
of firearms differ. If you are prohibited by federal law from possessing a firearm, you may be
prosecuted in federal court. A state license is not a defense to a federal prosecution.”

The license shall contain a description of the major differences between state and federal law and
an explanation of the fact that local laws and ordinances on firearms are preempted by state law
and must be consistent with state law (RCW 9.41.070). The application shall contain questions
about the applicant’s eligibility under RCW 9.41.040 to possess a pistol, the applicant’s place of
birth, and whether the applicant is a United States citizen.

217.3.2   DOCUMENTATION AND FEES
The Chief of Police shall deliver the original license to the licensee and a copy be retained by the
Department per established records retention schedule (RCW 9.41.070(4)).

The nonrefundable fee for the original five-year license must be paid upon application. Additional
charges imposed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation are payable by the applicant. No other
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state or local branch or unit of government may impose any additional charges on the applicant
for the issuance of the license.

A nonrefundable fee for the renewal of such license, or the replacement of lost or damaged
licenses is required of the licensee. No other branch or unit of government may impose any
additional charges on the licensee for the renewal of the license.

Payment shall be by cash, check, or money order at the option of the applicant. Additional methods
of payment may be allowed at the option of the Chief of Police.

217.4   LICENSE RENEWAL
A licensee may renew a license if the licensee applies for renewal within 90 days before or after
the expiration date of the license. A license so renewed shall take effect on the expiration date
of the prior license. A licensee renewing after the expiration date of the license must pay a late
renewal penalty in addition to the renewal fee (RCW 9.41.070(9)).

An active duty member of the armed forces who is unable to renew his/her license within the
prescribed time period because of assignment, reassignment or deployment for out-of-state
military service may renew his/her license within 90 days after returning to Washington State.
Verification for this CPL renewal exception is subject to the requirements of RCW 9.41.070(14).

217.5   TEMPORARY EMERGENCY LICENSE
The Chief of Police may issue a temporary emergency license for good cause to an applicant
who resides within his/her jurisdiction pending review. However, a temporary emergency license
issued under this subsection shall not exempt the holder of the license from any records
check requirement. The Chief of Police shall assure temporary emergency licenses are easily
distinguishable from regular licenses (RCW 9.41.070).

217.6   REVOCATION OF LICENSES
The Chief of Police shall revoke any license issued pursuant to this policy immediately upon (RCW
9.41.075(1)):

(a) Discovery that the person was ineligible under RCW 9.41.070 for a concealed pistol
license when applying for the license or license renewal.

(b) Conviction of the licensee of an offense, or commitment of the licensee for mental
health treatment, that makes a person ineligible under RCW 9.41.040 to possess a
firearm.

(c) Conviction of the licensee for a third violation of RCW Chapter 9.41 within five calendar
years.

(d) An order that the licensee forfeit a firearm under RCW 9.41.098(1)(d).

(e) Upon notification from the Department of Licensing that the licensee has lost his/her
right to possess a firearm as identified in RCW 9.41.047.
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217.6.1   INELIGIBILITY
Upon discovering a person issued a concealed pistol license was ineligible for the license, the
Chief of Police shall contact the Department of Licensing to determine whether the person
purchased a pistol while in possession of the license. If the person did purchase a pistol while
in possession of the concealed pistol license, and if the person may not lawfully possess a
pistol without a concealed pistol license, the Chief of Police shall require the person to present
satisfactory evidence of having lawfully transferred ownership of the pistol. The Chief of Police
shall require the person to produce the evidence within fifteen days of the revocation of the license
(RCW 9.41.075(2)).

217.6.2   FIREARM FORFEITURE
When a licensee is ordered to forfeit a firearm under RCW 9.41.098(1)(d), the Chief of Police shall
(RCW 9.41.075(3)):

(a) On the first forfeiture, revoke the license for one year.

(b) On the second forfeiture, revoke the license for two years.

(c) On the third or subsequent forfeiture, revoke the license for five years.

Any person whose license is revoked as a result of a forfeiture of a firearm under RCW 9.41.098(1)
(d) may not reapply for a new license until the end of the revocation period.

The Chief of Police shall notify the Department of Licensing in writing of the revocation of a license.

217.7   RECIPROCITY
The Chief of Police will recognize the validity of a concealed pistol license issued from another
state if the laws of that state recognize and give effect to a concealed pistol license issued under
the laws of the State of Washington (RCW 9.41.073). A nonresident so licensed is authorized to
carry a concealed pistol in this state if:

(a) The licensing state does not issue concealed pistol licenses to persons under twenty-
one years of age, and

(b) The licensing state requires mandatory fingerprint-based background checks of
criminal and mental health history for all persons who apply for a concealed pistol
license, and

(c) The Chief of Police will honor such a license only while the license holder is not a
resident of this state. A license holder from another state must carry the handgun in
compliance with the laws of this state.

217.8   RESIDENCY
The Chief of Police may issue a license to an applicant if the applicant resides within this city.
The Chief of Police may issue a license to nonresident of the state in accordance with these
procedures and state law.
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217.9   CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS
Mental health information received by the Chief of Police pursuant to RCW 9.41.047, RCW
9.41.070, RCW 9.41.090 or RCW 9.41.173 is exempt from disclosure except as provided in RCW
42.56.240 (RCW 9.41.097). Disclosure of information otherwise obtained in the licensing process
shall be limited as defined by RCW 42.56.240.


