HEALTRY TREES REALTHY WATERSHED

A thriving urban forest provides a clean, healthy environment and helps to improve water quality throughout
the City of Vancouver — in yards and along streets and streams. How we landscape can directly impact the
quality of our vital water resources. As homeowners, landscapers and property managers there are a few
simple steps you can take to help protect water quality where you live: remove high

maintenance turf, plant new yard and street trees, preserve existing trees, use organic mulch, reduce your
pesticide use and properly maintain your trees so they remain healthy.

Urban forests help to reduce the amount of polluted run-off that moves through urban areas and into lakes,
rivers and other water bodies. Planting, properly maintaining and preserving trees creates a “green
infrastructure” which is a cost effective and easy way to
protect and restore the quality of our water resources.
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flowing directly to streams. Evapotranspiration

(rain that falls on
leaves and branches

(evaporation + transpiration
\q the combination of water that n?hthen drig? down
. evaporates from rainfall and [0 the groun:
Leaves, branches, and trunk bark intercept and water that evaporates
. . out of the leaves)
store rainfall, reducing runoff that can cause
flooding.
\q (Su};g: g,%ows Pervious Surface
A typical medium-sized tree can intercept as el (O mitvate mio e soy
much as 2,380 gallons of rainfall per year in the Impervious Surface
Pacific Northwest.! (sidewalks, streets or paved

areas that increase runoff)

\
Q Tree roots create space for rainwater to soak into —
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Q Tree canopies slow down raindrops, which
protects soil from erosion.
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\ Shade from trees cools the water in streams, THINCGSYOU CANDO:
making them healthier for fish and aquatic plants. = Use organic mulch

= Preserve existing trees
= Reduce your pesticide use
o Plant new yard and street trees
= Remove high maintenance lawns

A
Q Tree root systems stabilize stream banks and
prevent erosion when water levels are high.
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For more information visit www. cityofvancouver. us/urbanforestry or call (360) 487-8308



