
 

 

Racking Permit Requirements 
 

DRAWINGS 
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What am I required to submit to initiate the permitting process? 

 (CMI) Permit application 

Combustible Stock Storage Questionnaire (Page 2 of handout) 

 Email to eplans@cityofvancouver.us 

Before uploading anything be aware that:  

Washington licensed engineer required for racks 8’ or greater in 
height.( Stamp dated & signed) 
 

Existing storage racks in new location required to comply with current 
IBC loading. Posted load equal or less than original. (IEBC 1302.) 

• eplans@cityofvancouver.us • 360‐487‐7800 •  Design Loads & Adopted Codes•                                      
• Vanfmo@cityofvancouver.us • 360‐487‐7260 • planreview@cityofvancouver.us • 360‐487‐7828 •  

REQUIRED ITEM 
 REQUIRED DEPENDING ON SCOPE 

 DESCRIPTION OF REQUIREMENTS 

SEPARATE (FRI) PERMITS REQUIRED FOR FIRE PROTECTION 

DOCUMENTS 

 Site Plan Applicable: Exterior Racking, max storage height of 20’ 
 

Building Floor Plan  

Racking outlines with dimensioned aisles 

Life Safety: Required Exits & egress path identified, Rated Walls 

Portable Fire Extinguisher locations (IFC Section 906) 

Indicate plaque requirement (ANSI MH16.1-2011 Section 1.4.2) 
 

Elevation(s) or Section(s) from Floor to Roof. 

Overall Height of racking & Maximum height of commodities 
stored on the top shelf. 

Top shelf to roof deck, structural members(s), Sprinkler heads  
 

Details 

 Anchorage & Connections 

Manufacturer’s specifications & installation instructions. 
 

 Structural calculations for racking itself & racking anchorage. 
(IBC 2209 & RMI ANSI/MH 16.1-12)  
 

 Detailed evaluation of the existing sprinkler design including  
density, head types & temperatures, NFPA 13 design curve used, 
etc. Also show the zones of the sprinkler system.  
  

LEGEND 

 After completion of work, Fire code operational permit is  
required for High Piled Storage (IFC 105.6.23)  

Building Code Information 

A building permit is required for    
racking exceeding 5’ 9” in height 
(VMC 17.08.010 and 17.08.090. ) 

Due to Vancouver being within seismic 
design category D, Special Inspections 
are required for storage racks 8’ or 
greater in height (IBC 1705.12.7 and 
IBC 2209) 

Combustible commodities stored 12’ 
or higher  require sprinklers, regard-
less of the room or building. Buildings 
built prior to 1995 typically do not 
have Early    Suppression Fast Response 
(ESFR)  Sprinkler heads. 

Storage greater than 12’ high qualifies 
as High-Piled Storage. For High     
Hazard commodities the top of      
storage is greater than 6’ in height 
qualifies as High-Piled Storage       
(IFC 202.) 

Fire department access doors may be 
required depending on area of high 
piled storage and commodity class
(3203) per Table 3206.2. If required, 
section 3206.6.1.1 specifies access 
doors with markings complying with 
3206.7.4 provided every 125 linear 
feet on exterior walls that face       
required fire apparatus access roads. 
Exception: existing buildings with no 
occupancy change, 200’ allowed. 

 

 

 



Combustible Stock  
Storage Questionnaire 
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