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City Fact Sheet

Water Resources Protection | Drain Marking Program
Install storm drain markers in your neighborhood to reduce pollution

Did you know what flows down the storm drain could also pollute our streams, rivers and wetlands? Because 
many stormwater drains lead to streams and groundwater, the City of Vancouver encourages marking drains 
with medallions that provide an important message: Only Rain Down the Drain!

Pesticides and garden chemicals, soap from car washing, pet waste and automotive fluids can wash off 
driveways, streets and lawns into storm drains which then flow into streams and other water bodies. Volunteer 
groups can work with the City to install medallions near storm drains in an effort to raise awareness about 
the link between stormwater drainage and water quality. 

Storm Drain Marker Installation Project Checklist
Follow these simple steps to organize your work party and complete your project.
1. Complete online volunteer application –  
Please have the lead volunteer fill out the online 
application: bit.ly/43XeBAL (edit with new web URL)

2. Contact the Water Resources Education Center – 
Schedule an in-person orientation time at the Water 
Center. Call 360-487-7111 or email us at 
vanwrec@cityofvancouver.us. 

3. Coordinate your group – All volunteers must 
sign and return the Volunteer Agreement before 
beginning work.  

4. Pick up your medallion kit and learn how to 
use ArcGIS – The City is using ArcGIS, an online 
mapping tool, to track every medallion installed. 
Staff will orient you to the app, show you the gear 
and give a safety orientation. Bring your smart 
phone to orientation.

5. Return kit to the Water Center – Return the kit 
with all the tools and remaining materials. 



To request other formats, please contact:
Name or Department
(360) 487-xxxx | WA Relay: 711
xxx@cityofvancouver.us

Equipment Checklist
This simple kit will have everything you need to host a work party – you just supply the volunteers!

 

Safety Guidelines
Make sure all of your volunteers are informed on all safety protocols.
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Adult supervision is required when working with 
youth under the age of 18.  

Only storm drains in neighborhood roads with 
a speed limit of 25 miles per hour are located on 
your GIS online mapping tool.

Put on safety vests before beginning any work in 
the road. 

Always face oncoming traffic. Be aware of 
traffic flow at all times.

Set up safety cones around drain. There should 
always be at least one person watching for traffic 
at all times.

The kit includes goggles and 
gloves. Be sure to use both 
when operating the drill. 

Only team members 18 years of age or older 
should use the drill.

Only mark drains that are free from obstructions 
or hazards. Make a note of any drain that has an 
obstruction. 

•	 Tool bag
•	 Traffic safety vests 
•	 Safety flags and cones
•	 Safety goggles       
•	 Latex gloves

•	 Storm drain medallions
•	 Medallion rivets 
•	 Wire brush, whisk broom, 

dustpan 
•	 Polyurethane adhesive

•	 Drill with concrete bits 
•	 Trash bags
•	 Handy-wipes


