
 
 
 
 
DATE:  December 29, 2021 
 
TO:  Transportation and Mobility Commission 
 
FROM:  Jennifer Campos, Principal Transportation Planner 
 
RE:  SR-500 Safety Project Pre and Post Traffic Counts 
 
CC: Rebecca Kennedy, Deputy Director, CD 
 

 
Intent 

Provide the Transportation and Mobility Commission follow-up information from the December 1, 
2021 meeting regarding the Fourth Plain Safety and Mobility Project workshop presentation as it 
relates to the impacts of the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) SR-500 
safety project.  

Background 

WSDOT conducted a study in the spring and summer of 2018 to identify cost-effective safety 
improvements along SR 500 between St. Johns Rd and Andresen Rd. This was in response to the 
nearly 400 crashes that had occurred at the intersections of SR 500 and NE Falk Rd/NE 42nd 
Ave and NE 54th Ave/NE Stapleton Rd over a five-year period. These two intersections were the 
last remaining signaled intersections along SR 500 between I-5 and I-205.  

In Nov. 2018, with input from the community, agency partners, area schools, businesses and 
emergency services, WSDOT selected right-in, right-out design concepts at Falk Rd and NE 54th 
Ave and to improve safety along SR 500 in Vancouver and Clark County. Emergency service 
providers and the public were most supportive of this concept because it balanced significant 
safety improvements to SR 500, while maintaining some connectivity to the highway from local 
streets.  

In addition to implementing the right-out design concepts, WSDOT removed the traffic signals on 
SR 500 and installed median barriers at NE Falk Rd/NE 42nd Ave and NE 54th Ave/NE 
Stapleton Rd intersections. Removing the signalized intersections reduced the potential for crashes 
and improved safety and mobility along this stretch of highway.    

While the safety improvements were successful with improved travel times along the corridor with 
a nearly 70% reduction in crashes at or near the two intersections, the right-in/right-out changes 
resulted in impacts to the local street system. In order to track potential impacts to the local street 
system WSDOT in partnership with the City completed before and after counts on City and 
County local streets, as well as on SR-500 and arterial streets. 

Attached to this memo are maps and tables showing the locations where counts were taken, and 
the before and after results of trips along with the change (+ or -). While there were 24-hour 
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counts taken at these locations, the attached information focuses on the am and pm peak period 
counts to understand the impacts of the SR-500 project during peak travel periods. The tables 
show the It also includes information for the 85th percentile speeds that were recorded during the 
traffic counts. The 85th percentile speed is the speed at or below which 85 percent of the drivers 
travel on a given street. Traffic engineers typically use the 85th percentile speed as a standard to 
set the speed limit at a safe speed, minimizing crashes and promoting uniform traffic flow along a 
corridor. 
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