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Ch a p t e r  20.970 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL AND RECYCLING 

Sections: 

20.970.010    Pu rp ose . 

20.970.020    Ap p lica b ilit y. 

20.970.030    Am ou n t  o f St o r a ge  Re q u ir e d . 

20.970.040    Loca t ion , De s ign  a n d  Acce ss  St a n d a rd s . 

20.970.010 Pu rp ose . 

Purpose. It is  the  in ten t and  purpose  of these  p rovisions to  im plem ent the  recycling and  waste  

m anagem ent policies of the  City and  to  support the  goa ls, p rioritie s, and  stra tegies of the  Cla rk 

County and  Sta te  of Washington  Solid  Waste  Managem ent Plans. Additiona lly, the  purpose  of 

these  regu la tions is  to  facilita te  the  de live ry of e fficien t, sa fe  and  convenien t re fuse  and  

recycling se rvices to  facility occupants using collection  receptacles, veh icles and  technologies 

offe red  through the  City’ s  contracted  or licensed  se rvice  providers. Facility designs m ust 

incorpora te  adequate  storage  space  for both  solid  waste  and  recyclab le s and  sha ll p rovide  for a  

se rviceable  and  accessib le  on-site  loca tion(s) and/or enclosures to  tem porarily store  these  

m ate ria ls be tween  scheduled  collection  days. (Ord . M-3643, 01/26/2004) 

20.970.020 Ap p lica b ilit y. 

A.  Chapter applicability. This section  sha ll app ly to  new m ulti-fam ily residen tia l bu ild ings 

conta in ing five  or m ore  un its  and  nonresidentia l construction  projects tha t a re  subject to  site  

p lan  review, as governed  by Chapte r 20.270 VMC. (Ord . M-3643, 01/26/2004) 

https://vancouver.municipal.codes/VMC/20.270
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20.970.030 Am ou n t  o f St o ra ge  Re q u ire d . 

A.  Storage a rea  criteria . The  am ount of so lid  waste  and  recyclab le  storage  a rea  required  is  

based  on  the  predom inant use (s) of the  bu ild ing, i.e ., re siden tia l, office , re ta il, 

educa tiona l/ institu tiona l, com m ercia l/industria l or o the r. If a  bu ild ing has m ore  than  one  of the  

uses listed  in  th is section , and  tha t use  occup ie s 20% or le ss of the  gross floor a rea  of the  

bu ild ing, the  floor a rea  occup ied  by tha t use  sha ll be  counted  toward  the  floor a rea  of the  

predom inan t use (s). If a  bu ild ing has m ore  than  one  of the  uses listed  in  th is section , and  tha t 

use  occup ie s m ore  than  twenty pe rcent (20%) of the  gross floor a rea  of the  bu ild ing, then  the  

storage  a rea  requirem ent for the  whole  bu ild ing sha ll be  the  sum  of the  requirem ent for the  

a rea  of each  use . 

B.  For m ultip le  uses. Storage  a reas for m ultip le  uses on  a  single  site  m ay be  com bined  and  

shared . 

C.  Storage standa rds. Storage  sha ll be  p rovided  consisten t with  the  fo llowing: 

1.  Multi-un it re sidentia l bu ild ings conta in ing five  or m ore  un its  sha ll p rovide  a  m in im um  

storage  a rea   using th is  form ula : 

Num ber of un its  X 32 ga llons = Tota l weekly storage  volum e for garbage  

Num ber of un its  X 48 ga llons = Tota l weekly storage  volum e for recycling 

Num ber of un its  X 8 ga llons = Tota l weekly storage  volum e for glass 

 Depending on  the  num ber of un its , the  to ta l volum e needed  for each  stream  of waste  can  

be  ca lcu la ted  and  the  num ber and  size  of ca rts or conta ine rs de te rm ined . Mixed  recycling 

is  collected  in  95 ga llon  recycling carts. Glass is  collected  in  64 ga llon  ca rts. Each  storage  

a rea  m ust p rovide  for collection  of both  garbage  and  recycling with  space  to  walk be tween  

the  conta ine rs.  

Mixed  recycling or ca rdboard  conta ine rs and  cages, with  a  standard  size  of 3 or 4 cubic 

yards (606 ga llons), can  be  p lanned  for accom m odating a  portion  of the  requ ired  recycling 

storage  for these  com m oditie s.  

For recycling, de te rm ine  the  num ber of m ixed  carts needed  by d ivid ing to ta l weekly storage  

requ irem ents by 95; de te rm ine  the  num ber of glass recycling carts needed  by d ivid ing to ta l 

weekly storage  requirem ents by 64. 
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Com plexes with  le ss than  20 un its a re  encouraged  to  include  space  for a  recycling 

conta ine r la rge  enough to  accom m odate  fla ttened  cardboard  boxes (typ ica lly a  3 ya rd  or 4 

yard  conta ine r). Com plexes la rge r than  20 units a re  required  to  include  space  for a  3 or 4 

yard  recycling conta ine r la rge  enough to  accom m odate  fla ttened  ca rdboard  boxes. 

Large  apartm ent com plexes som etim es u tilize  a  cen tra lized  garbage  com pactor(s) instead  

of or in  coord ina tion  with  m ore  d istribu ted  garbage  conta ine rs. Com pactors a re  in tended  

for com m ercia l and  industria l use  by tra ined  pe rsonne l and  should  not be  the  conta ine r 

tha t re siden ts use  d irectly for d isposa l of the ir household  ga rbage .  

Property owners/m anagers m ust still p rovide  convenien t recycling loca tions accessib le  to  

residents. 

Recycling ro ll ca rts  a re  norm ally co-loca ted  with  the  garbage  collection  conta ine rs, ra the r 

than  with  the  com pactor, to  im prove  recycling convenience  and  participa tion . Conta ine rs 

la rge r than  4 cub ic yards do not have  whee ls, so  it is  necessa ry to  a llow sufficien t space  so  

they can  be  em ptied  without be ing ro lled  ou t. No solid  waste  or recyclab les collecting sha ll 

be  done  in  any residentia l zone  be fore  6:30 a .m . or a fte r 6:30 p .m . (VMC 6.12.130). 

Maxim um  distance  from  residentia l un it to  closest garbage /recycling enclosure  sha ll be  no 

m ore  than  150 fee t. 

2.  Nonresidentia l bu ild ings sha ll p rovide  a  m in im um  storage  a rea  of 100 square  fee t p lus: 

a .  Office : four sq . ft./1,000 sq . ft. of gross floor a rea  (GFA); 

b .  Re ta il: 10 sq . ft./1,000 sq . ft. of GFA; 

c.  Educa tiona l/Institu tiona l: four sq . ft./1,000 sq . ft. of GFA; or 

d .  Other: four sq . ft./1,000 sq . ft. of GFA. 

3.  Large  deve lopm ents or single  bu ild ings u tilizing a  com pactor for garbage  sha ll p lan  for 

the  size  of concre te  pad  appropria te  for the  equipm ent be ing insta lled  and  the  volum e of 

waste  and  recycling to  be  gene ra ted , p lus a lloca te  add itiona l space  for conta ine rs for 

m ate ria ls not com pacted .  

4. Storage  a rea  size  and  area  configura tion  needs be  de te rm ined  based  on  an  assessm ent 

of how sim ila r facilitie s m ee t the ir waste  d isposa l and  recycling needs.  

https://vancouver.municipal.codes/VMC/6.12.130
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5. Se rvice  agreem ents be tween  the  bu ild ing owner and  the  se rvice  p rovider m ay be  

requ ired  if p roposed  m ethods or technologies used  to  m anage  waste  a re  a typ ica l or 

unproven . 

20.970.040 Loca t ion , De s ign  a n d  Acce ss  St a n d a rd s . 

A.  Loca tion. Requ ired  storage  a reas for so lid  waste  and  recyclab le  m ate ria ls sha ll com ply with  

the  fo llowing standards: 

1.  The  storage  a rea(s) for source -separa ted  recyclab le  m ate ria ls in  m ulti-un it re siden tia l 

com plexes sha ll be  a t the  sam e  loca tions(s) as storage  a reas for re sidentia l m ixed  solid  

waste . 

2.  Indoor and  outdoor storage  sha ll com ply with  City Adopted  Build ing and  Uniform  Fire  

Code  requirem ents. 

3.  Storage  a rea  space  requirem ents can  be  sa tisfied  with  a  single  loca tion  or m ultip le  

loca tions, and  can  com bine  both  in te rior and  exte rior loca tions. Storage  a reas sha ll be  no 

fa rthe r than  150 fee t from  each  unit and  be  easily accessed  by use rs and  m ain tenance  

pe rsonne l. 

4.  Outdoor storage  a reas can  be  loca ted  with in  in te rior side  yard  or rea r yard  a reas. 

Outdoor storage  a reas sha ll not be  loca ted  with in  a  required  fron t yard  se tback or in  a  ya rd  

ad jacent to  a  public righ t-of-way or p riva te  stree t easem ent, except a lleys, un less no 

a lte rna tive  loca tion  is  possib le . Outdoor storage  a reas sha ll not be  loca ted  in  a  side  or rear 

yard  se tback tha t abuts property tha t is  not with in  the  sam e  deve lopm ent, i.e . im pacts of 

the  loca tion  on  ne ighboring p ropertie s is  an  im portan t conside ra tion . Every e ffort should  

be  m ade  to  loca te  ou tdoor garbage  and  recycling a reas so  as to  m in im ize  the ir im pacts on  

ne ighboring prope rtie s. When a  single  fam ily hom e is conve rted  to  an  office , the  business 

owners a re  encouraged  to  continue  ro ll cart garbage  se rvice  instead  of conta ine r se rvice  to  

m in im ize  the  noise  im pacts on  the ir ne ighbors. 

5.  Exte rior storage  a reas sha ll address both  use r sa fe ty/security and  aesthe tic 

conside ra tions. 
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6.  Exte rior storage  a reas can  be  loca ted  in  a  pa rking a rea  if the  proposed  use  p rovides a t 

least the  m in im um  num ber of pa rking spaces required  pe r the  requ irem ents of Chapte r 

20.945 VMC, Parking and  Loading, a fte r deducting the  a rea  used  for storage  and  access. 

7.  The  storage  a rea  sha ll be  accessib le  for collection  vehicle s and  loca ted  so  it will not 

obstruct pedestrian  or vehicle  tra ffic m ovem ent on  the  site  or on  public stree ts or 

sidewalks ad jacent to  the  site . 

B.  Design standa rds.  

1.  The  d im ensions of the  storage  a rea  sha ll accom m odate  conta ine rs consisten t with  

curren t m e thods of loca l collection  and  a llow for pedestrian  (drive r and  residents) access 

be tween  conta ine rs. Plans sha ll show footprin ts  of a ll in tended  receptacles using 

d im ensions from  City- p rovided  solid  waste  receptacle  standards. The  p re fe rred  recycling 

receptacles for re sident use  a re  ro ll carts  ve rsus recycling conta ine rs. Roll ca rts  a re  m ore  

easily accessed  by residents and  he lp  to  prevent confusion/contam ina tion  with  ga rbage . 

3.  Exte rior storage  a reas sha ll be  enclosed  by a  screen  com prised  of a  sigh t-obscuring 

wall, fence  and/or vege ta tion . For m ultifam ily tenant access, a  pe rson  door, ga te , or 

walkway ,separa te  from  the  se rvice  ga te  or door, is  requ ired . Se rvice  ga te (s) for hau le rs 

sha ll be  capable  of be ing secured  in  closed  and  open  positions of 90 degrees or grea te r. 

4.  Storage  conta ine rs sha ll be  clearly labe led  to  ind ica te  the  type  of m ate ria ls accepted . 

5.  Where  e lectrica l connections or enginee red  structures and  surfaces a re  required  to  

support the  u tiliza tion  com pactors or o the r storage  and  handling equipm ent, these  sha ll be  

designed  accord ing to  the  applicab le  codes.  

C.  Access standa rds.  

1.  Access to  storage  a reas can  be  lim ited  for security reasons. However, the  storage  a rea  

sha ll be  accessib le  to  use rs a t convenien t tim es of the  day, and  to  collection  se rvice  

pe rsonne l on  the  day and  approxim ate  tim e  they a re  scheduled  to  provide  collection  

se rvice . 

2.  Storage  a reas sha ll be  designed  to  be  easily accessib le  to  collection  trucks and  

equipm ent, conside ring paving, grade  and  veh icle  access. Where  d irect truck access to  a  

storage  a rea  is  not possib le , the  grade  and  ram p design  sha ll conside r the  we ights and  size  

https://vancouver.municipal.codes/VMC/20.945
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of conta ine rs tha t can  reasonably and  safe ly be  m anaged  for “roll-ou t” to  an  accessib le  

truck loading position . If the  collector is  expected  to  m ove  com pacted  conta ine rs la rge r 

than  2 cubic yards, m echanized  equ ipm ent such  as m otorized  pushcart m ust be  provided  

for e fficien t transfe rring of recep tacles and  to  prom ote  worker sa fe ty. 

 

3.  Storage  a reas sha ll be  accessib le  to  collection  vehicles without requiring backing out of 

a  d riveway onto  a  public stree t. If on ly a  single  access is  ava ilab le  to  the  storage  a rea , 

adequate  tu rn ing rad ius sha ll be  provided  to  a llow collection  vehicles to  sa fe ly exit the  site  

in  a  forward  m otion .  All circu la tion  and  turna round designs m ust m ee t the  requirem ents 

of VMC 11.80.070 and  the  Transporta tion  Standard  De ta ils  and  be  feasib le  using City-

provided  solid  waste  truck turn ing m ode lling tem pla tes and  truck specifica tions. Collection  

vehicles sha ll be  ab le  to  circu la te  the  deve lopm ent and  se rvice  receptacles with  m in im al 

backing required .  
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