
From: peterbracchi@aol.com
To: Planning Commission
Cc: Cook, Nena
Subject: Meeting 11/14 Citizen Forum Destruction Burnt Bridge Creek GMA Critical Area
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:38:56 AM
Attachments: Loss Recreation Area Plan Required.pdf

You don't often get email from peterbracchi@aol.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please distribute to Commission board members.
 
Destruction Burnt Bridge Creek GMA Critical Area
 
Attachment: Loss Recreation Area Plan Required.pdf
 
 
Thanks Peter
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Peter Bracchi 
peterbracchi@aol.com 
June 1, 2022 
 
Request 
We have a need for a land restoration and water pollution mitigation Plan for the Burnt Bridge Creek 
Watershed Critical Area. 
 


 


This document is designed to be viewed Electronically  - Titles and Pictures contain Hyperlinks
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Environmental Summary 


Burnt Bridge is a regulated  waterway it does not meet the Washington Department of Ecology 
standards for fecal coliform bacteria, temperature, acidity, and levels of dissolved oxygen. By not 
meeting the state standards, it has placed Burnt Bridge Creek on the federal 303(d) list of water quality 
impaired waterbodies.  
The City is failing to bring Burnt Bridge Creek into compliance with state water quality standards. 
 
Along the BBC trail most of the Land in the Critical Area belongs to the City of Vancouver and designated 
for Recreation. Land Zoning  is Park, Open Space, Greenway, or Lettuce Field. 
 
The quality of Stream water is related to Land Use Quality and Pollution. 
 
What are Critical Areas 
The Growth Management Act (GMA) requires all cities and counties in Washington to adopt regulations 
protecting “critical areas” in order to preserve the natural environment, wildlife habitats, and sources of 
fresh drinking water.  
 
Protecting critical areas also helps reduce exposure to risks, such as landslides or flooding, and maintains 
the natural elements of our landscape. It can be costly, or even impossible, to replace critical area 
functions and values once they are lost. 
 
RCW 36.70A.030(5) defines five types of critical areas: 


1) Wetlands 
2) Frequently flooded areas 
3) Geologically hazardous areas 
4) Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas 
5) Areas with a critical recharging effect on aquifers used for potable water 


 
Environmental Constraints layer – summary of Items 1-4 



https://vancouver.municipal.codes/VMC/20.740

https://photos.app.goo.gl/PugM89jgJy9v3VCN8
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Problem Description 
 


The City of Vancouver Failed to perform a  SEPA study when Camping Laws were initiated or update. 
The City has, and still allows camping within the Critical Area.  
 
The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) process identifies and analyzes environmental impacts 
associated with governmental decisions. These decisions may be related to issuing permits for private 
projects, constructing public facilities, or adopting regulations, policies, and plans. 
The SEPA review process helps agency decision-makers, applicants, and the public understand how the 
entire proposal will affect the environment 
 
By the City failing to perform the required SEPA Study, the result has been Environmental Destruction to 
the  Critical Area with  additional Fecal Matter and Water Pollution to the existing 303(d) list stream.  
 
Potentially Harmful Materials from continuous habitation and Fires been a contributing problem. Stream 
shade has been reduced by the Cutting of Trees. Silting has Increased due to digging, vegetation 
removal, Tree cutting and habitation on steep slopes.  
 
Critical Area land has had residential occupation for the last 6 years. The land has had the ground cover 
removed and trees cut down to establish cleared living areas.  The result has been years of Environment 
Devastation,  water pollution and increased devastation caused by Fires, and Water Pollution. 
 
The City is failing to meet it Commitment to Clean Water 
 
The City is failing to meet its Commitment to “Not Net Loss” to Critical Areas 
 
The City is failing to enforce it own City Codes for Environmental Protection 


 



https://vancouver.municipal.codes/VMC/8.22

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.21C

https://vancouver.municipal.codes/
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6 Years of Environmental Destruction & Water Pollution to BBC 


 
Shoreline Destruction and Pollution - East Side


 


Shoreline Destruction and Pollution West Side


  



https://photos.app.goo.gl/4ZrjZ96mMZrc6RME9

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4ZrjZ96mMZrc6RME9

https://photos.app.goo.gl/cMeyBxt4QBcpbi569

https://photos.app.goo.gl/cMeyBxt4QBcpbi569

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4ZrjZ96mMZrc6RME9

https://photos.app.goo.gl/cMeyBxt4QBcpbi569
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Frequently Flooded Areas 
Bicycle Chop shop Camp. ground compacted, trees cut and Water Pollution 


 


Clark County Geographic Information Services - Environmental Constraints Layer Flood Plain  


  



https://photos.app.goo.gl/fQHHwU2qsy8KzEmw6

https://photos.app.goo.gl/fQHHwU2qsy8KzEmw6

https://gis.clark.wa.gov/mapsonline/?site=DevPacket&onLayers=Environmental%20Constraints%20Area&ext=1

https://photos.app.goo.gl/fQHHwU2qsy8KzEmw6

https://gis.clark.wa.gov/mapsonline/?site=DevPacket&onLayers=Environmental%20Constraints%20Area&ext=1
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Geologic Hazzard Areas 6 Years of Environmental Destruction  


Removal of Vegetation causes Erosion on Steep slopes, silting into creek


 


Steep Slopes  40%-80% along Burt Bridge Creek 


 



https://photos.app.goo.gl/QLCdxppbwB2KAfHy6

https://photos.app.goo.gl/F1PMTBFPvaR2aLAy6

https://photos.app.goo.gl/QLCdxppbwB2KAfHy6

https://photos.app.goo.gl/F1PMTBFPvaR2aLAy6
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Priority habitat conservation areas over 6 years of Destruction 


                           Priority Habitat Species Area 


 


Map to Priority Habitat Species Area 


 



https://photos.app.goo.gl/CoSKyGSqPZCKwkUz9

https://photos.app.goo.gl/CoSKyGSqPZCKwkUz9

https://geodataservices.wdfw.wa.gov/hp/phs/

https://photos.app.goo.gl/CoSKyGSqPZCKwkUz9

https://geodataservices.wdfw.wa.gov/hp/phs/
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Arnold Park-Mitigation continous destructon over 6 years 
USACE NWP (23) NWS-2009-1104 - Southwest Region Wetlands Program 


 


Meadowbrook Marsh Park Destruction and Polluton 


 


 



https://photos.app.goo.gl/TSsftwCJFfmwHBeB8

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ewaVgD7WcWwHTS4F7

https://photos.app.goo.gl/TSsftwCJFfmwHBeB8

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ewaVgD7WcWwHTS4F7
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 Continous Habitat lissues with FIREs over 6 years 


Fire in Anrold Park Mitigation Site


 


 


Fire in Riparian Area


 


 


 


  



https://photos.app.goo.gl/1ED1jAtTuVoVQyMk8

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4oaGE192x9ccPeu9A

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4oaGE192x9ccPeu9A

https://photos.app.goo.gl/1ED1jAtTuVoVQyMk8

https://photos.app.goo.gl/4oaGE192x9ccPeu9A
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Continous Habitat Problems with FIREs over 6 years (continued) 


SR500 Wetlands Fire -  Riparian area


 


SR500 Wetland Fire Riparian Area & Steep Slopes


 



https://photos.app.goo.gl/iPNB9Z1j9yp5SSCA7

https://photos.app.goo.gl/iPNB9Z1j9yp5SSCA7

https://photos.app.goo.gl/fK3aXYHFVQtn1TDm9

https://photos.app.goo.gl/fK3aXYHFVQtn1TDm9

https://photos.app.goo.gl/iPNB9Z1j9yp5SSCA7

https://photos.app.goo.gl/fK3aXYHFVQtn1TDm9
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Pollution from Potentially Harmful Materials Into BBC over 6 years 


Chapter 14.26 WATER RESOURCES PROTECTION 


 


Potentially Harmful Material Pollution in Critical Area


   



https://www.cityofvancouver.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/vmc/titles_chapters/14.26.pdf

https://photos.app.goo.gl/3M9Sp9QDyfvXdX729

https://photos.app.goo.gl/3M9Sp9QDyfvXdX729

https://www.cityofvancouver.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/vmc/titles_chapters/14.26.pdf

https://photos.app.goo.gl/3M9Sp9QDyfvXdX729
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Additional Fecal Matter pollution over 6 Years 
Continuous habitation has contributed additional Fecal Matter into the problem 303(d) Creek that 
already has problem with Fecal Coliform Bacteria. (no links to additional pictures provided) 


  







From: peterbracchi@aol.com
To: Planning Commission
Subject: Meeting 11-14 Hard copy of 3 minute public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 11:22:55 AM
Attachments: image001.png

You don't often get email from peterbracchi@aol.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please distribute
 
 
The City of Vancouver has multiple programs working for the Progression of Clean Water along 303d 
Burnt Bridge Creek.
 
Burnt Bridge Creek Partnership for Clean Water
TDML Alternate Restoration Plan for BBC
This Water Cleanup Plan will focus on best management practices and implementation actions to
improve water quality. 
 
Stormwater Management Action Plan
This Action Plan will help the City address pollution from urban runoff (stormwater) into our rivers and
streams. Stormwater is the leading cause of water pollution in Washington.
 
Water Resource Protection Program
Water resource protection in the City of Vancouver is essential to the prosperity of our community.
Water protection policies and ordinances are in place to protect surface waters (Burnt Bridge Creek,
Columbia River and Vancouver Lake) and our drinking water resources.
Most of the Land along BBC is owned by the COV and is in the GMA Critical Area.
 
We have years of continuous problems with the Unhoused along BBC.
 
What Law or Ordinance need to be created to STOP the Unhoused from Habitation in the GMA Critical
areas of Burnt Bridge Creek
 
BPA also has High Power Transmission lines that run parallel along Western BBC
 
The result of habitation in Critical Areas contributed to our current Civil Emergency of Homelessness
with Fire, illegal dump sites, Pollution of Water, Destruction of Trees and Shrubs.
 
We have lost the use of Land and Water designated for Public Recreation.
 
Do No Habitation Laws on Publicly Owned Critical Areas need to be going into the current update in
process for  Critical Ares?
 
Current City codes along BBC allows for Habitation in GMA Critical Areas that are Frequently Flooded
 
Please advise the City Manage to use his powers under the  Civil Emergency and declare NO Habitation
Along BBC
 
This would require Adding  Protection to land of BBC that has not been protected by the Existing Code
 
Unlawful camping and outside Habitation 8.22.040
 
Here is an Example where there is Habitation is allowed in the Frequently Flooded Area
We Need to Add protection Between the Creek and Fire Zone
City laws only protect 200 feet from creek.

mailto:peterbracchi@aol.com
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From: PETER BRACCHI
To: Planning Commission
Subject: Written submission for 11/14 meeting
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 6:56:26 AM

You don't often get email from peterbracchi@aol.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Here is recent example of destruction and pollution of the GMA critical care area, burnt bridge
Creek in Vancouver

Oil spill Devine Rd Burnt Bridge Creek Homeless
illegal no permit developement
app.goo.gl

Thanks Peter
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From: ssilvey643@aol.com
To: Planning Commission
Subject: comments for meeting
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:14:37 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Sirs,

In reviewing the Equity definitions and power point presentations it is with confusion
as the definition is not what one finds in a dictionary.  It appears that simple English
evades all within this process, or that some are pushing an agenda which is still not
defined and has too much wiggle room as to what someone wants things to be or not.
 

A simple point might be we all follow the law, and all have an equal chance, not as it
appears some wish to do with putting some groups ahead of others, and putting forth
an agenda making up for perceived injustices.

In one area you say to ask why, but it is only listed once.... you should ask why 5 time
at least to get to root cause, and for those who don't comprehend it goes something
like this, why did Jake fall down, because he tripped, why did he trip, because of the
side walk crack, why did the sidewalk crack, because of the tree roots, why do the
tree roots crack the side walk, because the tree should not have been planted there.

When the quality of life is affected by misguided assumptions, non science based
actions, and the all out have to have it now mentality the unintended consequences
may not be pleasant. 
Example:

 When a city department head states that it does not matter that the study
is false, or that it is allowed to plant a tree 3 feet from the property line yet
that tree has a 35 foot spread, thus encroaching on the neighbors space
than it may be better to fix what is wrong now instead of creating issue for
the future as we may well have enough now.

When the tenant is given 60 days to move out, so the owner can get
monies to renovate for free and then place lower income people in the
building, but the current tenant well not qualify is that fairness, or as the
current buzz word equity.

Maybe the format may help, but until one can define in basic simple English, then
maybe it is not defined, and the question then becomes was it intentional.

TA
Steven Silvey

mailto:ssilvey643@aol.com
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