City/County Telecommunications Commission
RESOLUTION 2023 - 01

Regarding a Recommendation to Extend the Franchise Agreement Now
Held by Comcast of Washington V, LLC for a Period Not to Exceed
July 1, 2024

Section 1. Findings

1.1  The City of Vancouver (“City”), Washington and Clark County (“County”),
Washington granted separate, but parallel, non-exclusive ten-year
franchises for cable television services to Comcast of Washington V, LLC
(“Comcast”). The current franchises are scheduled to expire June 30,
2023.

1.2  As authorized by Vancouver Municipal Code (“VMC”) Chapter 5.19.090
and Clark County Code (“CCC”) 36.04A.090 and .130, the City and
County may extend the term of a cable franchise beyond its original
expiration date when found to be in the interest of the public upon
agreement with the cable company.

1.3 The City, County and Comcast have pursued renewal of the current
franchise under the informal renewal process for Comcast’s City and
County cable franchises as provided for by Section 626(h) of the Cable
Communications Policy Act of 1984, as amended by the Cable Televisions
Consumer Protection Act of 1992 (the “Acts”), 47 USC § 546(h).

1.4  While good progress has been made in reaching an agreement on the
terms and conditions of renewed franchises, additional time is necessary
to complete the renewal process in an orderly manner and before the
current City and County franchises expire.

1.5 Staff proposes a twelve-month extension of the current Comcast cable
franchise for a period not to exceed July 1, 2024, to complete the renewal
process in an orderly manner, subject to the following terms and
conditions:

1.5.1 That all terms of the existing franchises with the City and County
shall remain in full force and effect and binding on Comcast, the
City and County during the Franchise extension;
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1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

1.5.2 That Comcast, the County and City expressly reserve all their rights
under the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, as amended
by the Cable Television Consumer Protection Act of 1992 (“the
Acts”), including without limitations their rights in regard to the
franchise renewal process under 47 USC 8 546 (Renewal); and

1.5.3 That Comcast shall provide its written and sworn unconditional
acceptance and promise to comply with all provisions, terms and
conditions of the Franchises as extended.

The City/County Telecommunications Commission (“Commission”) is
established by VMC Chapter 5.19 and CCC Chapter 36 to, among other
duties, review and make recommendations on all applications for
franchises (including franchise extensions) to provide cable television
service within the City or the unincorporated County, and in such
connection to hold public hearings thereon and to make written reports
and recommendations to the Vancouver City Council (“City Council”) and
the Clark County Council (“County Council”).

The Commission conducted a public hearing regarding the franchise
extension proposal at its April 19, 2023, meeting.

Following conclusion of the public hearing the matter was returned to the
Commission for consideration of Resolution 2023-01.

The Commission finds that the proposed franchise extension period, not to
exceed July 1, 2024, provides adequate time to promote and facilitate an
orderly franchise renewal process.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

Section 2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

The City/County Telecommunications Commission adopts the findings
and recommendations as presented in Section 1 above, including all
attachments, considerations, and conditions for a twelve-month extension
of the current franchise agreement with Comcast of Washington V, LLC to
a period not to exceed July 1, 2024.

The Commission recommends that the City and the County adopt the
franchise extension agreement and extend the current franchise with
Comcast for a period not to exceed July 1, 2024.

The Commission directs staff to immediately forward a copy of this
Resolution 2023-01 and its attachments to the Vancouver City Council
and Clark County Council.
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Approved (Date): , 2023

Paul Dicker, Chair, City/County Telecommunications Commission

Exhibit:

Exhibit A — Draft Comcast Letter of Acceptance and Promise to the City of
Vancouver, submitted April 19, 2023

Exhibit B — Draft Comcast Letter of Acceptance and Promise to the Clark
County, submitted April 19, 2023
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