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Summer 
Playgrounds

A recent Feeding America study found that 
more than 13,000 children in Clark County 
experience food insecurity. These kids receive 
free meals at school, but what happens over 
summer break?  

Vancouver’s Summer Playgrounds Program, 
in partnership with the McClaskey Family 
Foundation, provides lunch and day camp 
activities for kids in the Crestline, Harney, 
Hough, King and Roosevelt school boundaries.  

• Supervised creative play for ages 6 – 11 
Monday – Friday 

• Lunch provided by Share Vancouver 
and the USDA  

• Funded through generous sponsors 
and grants 

Summer Playgrounds is free for those who 
qualify. Space is limited, advanced registration 
is required. Learn more at cityofvancouver.us/
camps. 

Enjoy arts, culture and the Vancouver 
community without breaking the bank. 
We have an exciting lineup of free, family-
friendly summer concerts, movies and more. 

Seize the summer and save with City special 
events. Visit cityofvancouver.us/events to 
plan your perfect summer in the Couve. 

Seize the 
Summer

Dive into a world of electrifying creativity at the Vancouver Arts & 
Music Festival, Aug. 2 – 4. Free and open to all ages, this spectacular 
event is set to transform Esther Short Park and downtown Vancouver 
into a stage for artistic brilliance. 

Columbia Tech Center 
Sunday Sounds Concerts
presented by Riverview Bank 
Sundays, 6 to 8 p.m.
July 7 to Aug. 18
Columbia Tech Center Park

Vancouver Waterfront Concerts 
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Thursdays, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
July 11 to Aug. 15
Vancouver Waterfront Park

Friday Night Movies
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Activities at 7 p.m., Movie at dusk
Fridays, July 12 to Aug. 23
Rotating parks around Vancouver

Vancouver Arts & Music Festival
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Aug. 2 – 4
Esther Short Park and downtown

Youth
Summer Pass
Have more fun with the Youth Summer 

Pass. Open to ages 18 and under, this 

all-access pass lets you enjoy pools, 

gyms and more at both Firstenburg and 

Marshall community centers for one low 

price ($40 Vancouver resident). Passes 

go on sale June 17, valid July 1 – Aug. 31. 

Visit cityofvancouver.us/summerpass.

Stay cool in the Couve 
Make a splash 
Visit the Columbia River Water Feature at 
965 Waterfront Way, which is open from 8 a.m. 
through dusk until Labor Day. Learn more at 
cityofvancouver.us/waterfeatures. 

Marshall or Firstenburg Community Pools 
Dive into fun at Marshall (at 1009 E. McLoughlin 
Blvd.) or Firstenburg (at 700 NE 136th Ave.) 
community center pools at weekly public swim 
sessions. Swims are free for center pass holders 
or $3 to $9 for public drop-ins. Firstenburg off ers 
inner tubes, a lazy river, spa, lap pool and an 
epic water slide. Marshall off ers a nine-foot drop 
slide, a ramp/lift for those with accessibility 
needs and a 25-yard lap pool. Find schedules at 
cityofvancouver.us/pools.

Heights Bike Garden Grand Opening, June 8

A safe space for new bikers
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located in the heart of the future Heights District redevelopment. Learn more 
at beheardvancouver.org/heights-district-plan.  



INSIDE CITY HALL

City Council
Mayor & Council Offi  ce 360-487-8629

Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Mayor
Sarah J. Fox  |  Bart Hansen  |  Kim D. Harless

Erik Paulsen, Mayor Pro Tem  |  Diana H. Perez  |  Ty Stober

Call the City
Abandoned Vehicles 3-1-1

Building and Permits 360-487-7800

Business License 360-487-8410, opt 3

Community Liaison 360-487-8604

City Manager’s Offi  ce 360-487-8600

Code Compliance 360-487-7810

Garbage/Recycling 360-487-7160

Homeless Assistance and Resources Team 360-487-8626

Operations Center 
(streetlights, potholes) 360-487-8177

Parking Services 360-487-8650

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 360-487-8311

Public Works 360-487-8177

Utility Customer Service 360-487-7999

Vancouver Fire Department 360-487-7212

Vancouver Police Department 360-487-7400

City of Vancouver
Vancouver City Hall
415 W. 6th Street
Vancouver, WA 98660

Follow the City on Social Media @VancouverUSFind City services and more at cityofvancouver.us 
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Calendar of events View more information and other events at cityofvancouver.us/calendar

July
1 City Council Meeting

6:30 p.m.
Vancouver City Hall, 415 W. 6th St.

7 Sunday Sounds Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Columbia Tech Center Park
17701 S.E. Mill Plain Blvd.

8 City Council Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Vancouver City Hall, 415 W. 6th St.

11 Waterfront Park Concert
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver Waterfront Park
695 Waterfront Way

12 Friday Night Movie
Pre-Show 7 p.m.; Movie at 9 p.m.
Bagley Community Park
4607 Plomondon St.

14 Sunday Sounds Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Columbia Tech Center Park
17701 S.E. Mill Plain Blvd.

29 Wintler Park Cleanup & Ivy Pull
9 – 11 a.m.; Registration required
Wintler Community Park
6400 S.E. Beach Dr.

August
1 Waterfront Park Concert

6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver Waterfront Park
695 Waterfront Way

June
3 City Council Meeting

6:30 p.m.
Vancouver City Hall, 415 W. 6th St.

8 Heights Bike Garden 
Grand Opening
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Tower Mall, 5411 Mill Plain Blvd.

10 City Council Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Vancouver City Hall, 415 W. 6th St.

15 Juneteenth Freedom Celebration 
with Odyssey World International
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Esther Short Park, 605 Esther St.

17 City Council Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Vancouver City Hall, 415 W. 6th St.

22 Family Play Day with Columbia 
Play Project
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Vancouver Waterfront Park
695 Waterfront Way

24 City Council Community Forum
6:30 – 8 p.m.
Firstenburg Community Center
700 NE 136th Ave., Vancouver

25 Twilight Tuesday
7:30 – 9 p.m.; Registration required
Water Resources Education Center
4600 S.E. Columbia Way

18 Waterfront Park Concert
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver Waterfront Park
695 Waterfront Way

19 Friday Night Movie
Pre-Show 7 p.m.; Movie at 9 p.m.
Nikkei Park, 5009 N.E. 135th Ave.

21 Sunday Sounds Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Columbia Tech Center Park
17701 S.E. Mill Plain Blvd.

25 Waterfront Park Concert
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver Waterfront Park
695 Waterfront Way

26 Friday Night Movie
Pre-Show 7 p.m.; Movie at 9 p.m.
Marshall Park, 1015 E. McLoughlin Blvd.

28 Sunday Sounds Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Columbia Tech Center Park
17701 S.E. Mill Plain Blvd.

For 22 years, Vancouver’s most 
recognized landmark has stood 
watch in Esther Short Park. 
Frequently called the “bell 
tower” this piece of public art 
is named the Salmon Run Bell 
Tower and Glockenspiel. This 
summer, this beloved icon is 
being repaired and restored. 

Tower history  
As part of the revitalization of 
Esther Short Park in the 90s, the 
tower and square were proposed 
and made possible by a donation 
from the George and Carolyn 
Propstra Fund. 

The intention was to create a 
community space that would 
connect the park to the river and 
honor the fi rst peoples in the 
region. The 69-foot tower and 
art installation include a clock, 
a 35-bell glockenspiel, and a 
rotating sculpture with an audio 
accompaniment called Spiraling 
Salmon.

Why now? 
Over the years, normal wear 
from the elements, along 
with the complexity of the 
interaction of chlorinated 
water and building materials, 
has made maintenance hard 
for the intricate glockenspiel 
and art piece. To honor the 
original gift and preserve it for 
future generations, funds were 
allocated in the City’s 2023 – 24 
budget to make necessary repairs 
and replace building components 
that are at the end of their life 
span. 

Summer is the ideal time to do 
this complex project and the 
work is expected to start in July. 
We are working to minimize the 
impact and the majority of the 
park will continue to be open for 
events and play.  

Keep watch
To follow this project visit 
cityofvancouver.us/belltower.

Repairing a 
community icon

The Salmon Run Bell Tower 
standing tall in downtown 

Vancouver’s Propstra Square.

Original rendering of the Salmon Run Bell 
Tower and Glockenspiel before it was built.

2 Friday Night Movie at the 
Vancouver Arts & Music Festival
Pre-Show 7 p.m.; Movie at 9 p.m.
Esther Short Park, 605 Esther St.

4 Sunday Sounds Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Columbia Tech Center Park
17701 S.E. Mill Plain Blvd.

8 City Council Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Vancouver City Hall, 415 W. 6th St.

Waterfront Park Concert
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Vancouver Waterfront Park
695 Waterfront Way

9 Friday Night Movie
Pre-Show 7 p.m.; Movie at 9 p.m.
Fruit Valley Neighborhood Park
3200 Fruit Valley Rd.

11 Sunday Sounds Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Columbia Tech Center Park
17701 SE Mill Plain Blvd.

18 Sunday Sounds Concert
6 – 8 p.m.
Columbia Tech Center Park
17701 SE Mill Plain Blvd.


